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FOREWORD 


No  inference  of  subversive  affiliation  or  activity  should 
be  made  solely  because  the  name  of  a person,  organization, 
or  publication,  is  mentioned  in  this  report. 

Previous  reports  are  now  out  of  print,  but  may  be 
found  in  the  reference  rooms  of  public  libraries  in 
California. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2015 


https://archive.org/details/reportofsenatefa1967cali 


LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL 


Senate  Chamber,  State  Capitol 
Sacramento,  September  7,  1967 

Honorable  Robert  H.  Finch 
President  of  the  Senate,  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate 
Senate  Chamber,  Sacramento,  California 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  : Pur- 
suant to  Senate  Rules  Resolution  No.  1,  adopted  July  9, 
1965,  under  authority  of  paragraph  12.5  (13)  of  the 
Standing  Rules  of  the  Senate,  the  Senate  Factfinding 
Subcommittee  on  Un-American  Activities  of  the  General 
Research  Committee  was  created  and  the  following  Mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  were  appointed  to  said  subcommittee 
by  the  Senate  Committee  on  Rules:  Senators  Hugh  M. 
Burns,  Chairman,  Richard  J.  Dolwig,  John  F.  McCarthy, 
H.  L.  Richardson  and  Stephen  P.  Teale. 

The  committee  herewith  submits  a report  of  its  investi- 
gation and  findings. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  M.  Burns,  Chairman 
John  F.  McCarthy 
Richard  J.  Dolwig 
H.  L.  Richardson 
Stephen  P.  Teale 
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DELANO  GRAPE  STRIKE 

The  purpose  of  this  report  is  to  submit  information 
pertaining  to  the  degree  of  subversive  impact  in  the  De- 
lano grape  strikes.  Our  interest  and  jurisdiction  lie  solely 
with  the  issue  of  subversive  penetration  of  organizations 
involved  in  the  strike  and  the  boycotts  which  followed,  as 
well  as  those  individuals  who  have  sought  to  thwart  the 
orderly  process  of  labor  employer  negotiations  and  to  turn 
this  process  into  something  of  their  own  choosing. 

The  committee  believes  that  the  background  of  subver- 
sive activities  in  agriculture  is  necessary  in  order  to  under- 
stand the  present. 

Agricultural  labor,  particularly  in  the  southwest,  has 
been  a Communist  Party  target  for  more  than  35  years. 
The  agribusiness  of  the  large  farms  in  California  and 
Texas  has  for  many  years  depended  on  migratory  workers. 
Although  many  of  these  workers  are  far  less  “migratory” 
than  they  were  a scant  10  years  ago,  many  of  them  do 
not  have  permanent  homes  and  are  dogged  by  want  and 
low  living  standards.  They  present  an  ideal  target  for 
Communist  agitation. 

In  1929,  before  the  international  Communist  line  was 
changed  to  the  subtle,  undercover  approach  it  employs 
today,  the  Communist  Party,  United  States  of  America 
had  set  up  the  Trade  Union  Unity  League,  or  TUUL.  It 
was  the  party’s  own  creature,  not  a legitimate  trade 
union  penetrated  and  exploited  by  Communists.1 

A year  later,  in  1930,  the  TUUL  invaded  the  Imperial 
Valley  and  established  a union  known  as  the  Agricultural 
Workers  Industrial  League,  with  headquarters  at  BrawT- 
ley.  The  AWIL  injected  itself  into  a strike  of  vegetable 
and  fruit  pickers  in  Imperial  Valley,  and  violence  broke 
out.  Arrests  were  made  and  a large  group  of  strikers  were 
put  on  trial,  charged  with  violations  of  the  Criminal  Syn- 
dicalism Act.  Eight  were  convicted  and  sent  to  San  Quen- 
tin, thus  bringing  to  an  end  the  Imperial  Valley  attempt. 

But  in  1931  the  Communist  Party  launched  another 
effort  to  organize  fruit  workers  in  Vacaville.  This  time 

1 William  Z.  Foster,  Toward  Soviet  America,  Balboa  Island,  Calif., 
Elgin  Publishers,  1961.  pp.  257,  258. 

(9) 


10 


UN-AMERICAN  ACTIVITIES  IN  CALIFORNIA 


the  party  included  cannery  workers,  and  their  union  was 
called  the  Cannery  and  Agricultural  Workers  Industrial 
Union,  or  C A WIU.  From  Vacaville,  the  CAWIU  moved 
into  the  Decoto-Hayward  area,  and  thence  to  the  pea 
pickers  at  Mountain  View  and  Sunnyvale.  There  was  a 
peach  strike  at  Merced,  Sacramento  and  Gridley,  then  a 
grape  strike  at  Lodi  and  Fresno.  Before  this  program  came 
to  an  end,  a large  segment  of  California  was  embroiled 
in  Communist-inspired  and  Communist-controlled  strikes. 

Many  of  the  militants  who  branched  out  into  other  fields 
received  their  training  under  such  Communist  strike  lead- 
ers as  Caroline  Decker,  Pat  Calahan,  Pat  Chambers,  Lil- 
lian Monroe  and  others  in  these  agricultural  strikes.2 

Dorothy  Ray,  now  Dorothy  Healey,  southern  California 
chairman  of  the  Communist  Party,  USA,  was  initiated 
into  the  Communist  movement  by  taking  part  in  agricul- 
tural workers’  strikes  throughout  California  in  the  1930 ’s. 
Her  testimony  before  our  committee  in  1941  provides  a 
background  of  Communist  activities  in  the  agricultural 
field  at  that  time. 

We  are  taking  the  liberty  of  quoting  parts  of  a resume 
of  her  testimony  from  our  1943  report,  now  out  of  print, 
page  87 : 

“In  February  of  1940  a Field  Workers’  School, 
sponsored  by  UCAPAWA  (United  Cannery,  Agri- 
cultural, Packing  and  Allied  Workers  of  America, 
CIO)  was  held  at  Chino,  California,  for  the  purpose 
of  training  organizers.  Revels  Cayton,  Negro  Com- 
munist secretary  of  the  San  Francisco  local  of  the 
Maritime  Federation  of  the  Pacific;  Amy  Schechter, 
former  student  at  the  Lenin  School  in  Moscow  in  1939, 
a writer  for  New  Masses,  a Communist  Magazine,  and 
Carey  McWilliams,  chief  of  the  California  Division 
of  Immigration  and  Housing,  were  the  instructors  at 
the  Field  Workers’  School.” 

(Miss  Ray  was  then  a Communist  Party  member 
and  vice  president  of  UCAPAWA.) 

Miss  Ray’s  Communist  activities  carried  her  into 
many  agricultural  unions.  She  stated  that  she  had 
worked  with  independent  AFL  unions  which  preceded 
the  United  Cannery,  Agricultural,  Packing  and  Al- 
2 Page  37.  1943  Report. 
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lied  Workers  of  America.  [She  named]  “ Campa - 
zinos,  a Mexican  workers’  organization,  and  the  Can- 
nery and  Agricultural  Workers  Union.  She  was  the 
international  representative  of  UCAPAWA  until 
1938  or  1939.  . . . 

She  identified  a picture  of  herself  taken  on  the  fire 
escape  of  the  Communist  Party  headquarters  in  Oak- 
land on  Franklin  Street  in  which  she  held  up  two 
placards,  one  carrying  the  slogan  ‘Join  the  Commu- 
nist Party’  and  the  other  ‘Stop  Police  Brutality  . . . ’ ” 

Carey  McWilliams  referred  to  in  the  quotation  is  now 
editor  of  The  Nation,  a left-leaning  magazine. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  activists  in  the  Delano 
strike  have  on  numerous  occasions  harkened  back  to  the 
lore  of  the  mid-1930’s  in  their  propaganda.  For  instance,  a 
sign  carried  in  the  July  9,  1966,  Huelga  Day  parade  in 
San  Francisco  read:  “Grapes  of  Wrath,  1936-1966.” 
Grapes  of  Wrath , a novel  by  John  Steinbeck,  is  a mov- 
ing story  of  the  plight  of  migratory  agricultural  workers 
in  California,  and  was  hailed  by  the  Communists  as  justi- 
fication for  their  agitational  efforts  in  that  field. 

The  Communists  went  further  by  supervising  the  writ- 
ing and  production  of  a WPA  play  “Sun  Rises  in  the 
West,”  a play  specifically  designed  to  aid  organizational 
efforts  of  the  Communists  in  the  agricultural  field. 

Research  notes  used  by  Steinbeck  for  Grapes  of  Wrath 
were  conveyed  to  the  WPA  theater  project  writers  in 
Los  Angeles  from  the  Simon  J.  Lubin  Society  of  San 
Francisco  through  Communist  channels,  the  writers  and 
director  on  the  WPA  theater  project  being  Communist 
Party  members.  On  page  86  of  our  1943  report  we  stated : 
“The  Simon  J.  Lubin  Society  and  UCAPAWA  are  the 
Communist  fronts  in  California  agrarian  penetration.”3 
In  1933,  the  San  Joaquin  Valley  was  the  locale  of  a 
widespread  and  ruinous  cotton  strike  directed  by  Commu- 
nist organizers.  Carey  McWilliams,  editor  of  The  Nation, 
mentioned  frequently  in  these  reports,  wrote  of  the  strike : 

“For  some  years  prior  to  1933  the  cotton  growers  of 
the  San  Joaquin  Valley  met  at  Fresno  each  fall  and  fixed 

3 Pages  146-149,  1943  Report  for  statement  of  an  ex-Communist  Party 
member  about  writing  the  WPA  Theatre  Project  play,  Sun  Rises  in 
the  West,  produced  in  Los  Angeles  by  the  WPA  in  1938. 
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the  price  of  cotton  for  picking.  Previously  the  price  had 
been  40  cents  a hundred  pounds;  and  on  September 
16th,  the  growers  agreed  to  establish  a price  of  60  cents, 
in  contrast  to  the  union  (CAWIU)  demand  of  90  cents 
a hundred  pounds  . . . 

“So  great  was  the  resentment  of  the  cotton  pickers  in 
the  fall  of  1933  that  they  refused  to  report  for  work 
and  instead  boycotted  the  ranches  . . . and  on  October 
4,  a strike  was  voted.” 

Within  a short  time  approximately  18,000  workers  were 
involved  and  cotton  farms  extending  in  a string  down  the 
San  Joaquin  Valley  for  114  miles  were  affected.  Four 
Communist  Party  organizers  led  by  Pat  Chambers  di- 
rected the  activity.  On  October  12, 1933,  a riot  occurred  at 
Pixley  in  which  two  strikers  were  killed  and  another  was 
killed  at  nearby  Arvin.  The  affair  stirred  up  a veritable 
hornet’s  nest  of  reaction  which  involved  the  entire  state.4 
McWilliams  writes : 

“On  July  20,  1934,  the  ax  fell  on  the  leaders  of  the 
CAWIU.  Raiding  parties,  armed  with  sawed-off  shot- 
guns, handcuffs,  blackjacks,  rubber  hose,  billies,  riot 
clubs,  gas  bombs  and  accompanied  by  newTs  reporters 
and  photographers  from  The  Sacramento  Bee,  raided 
the  workers’  center  in  Sacramento  and  arrested  the 
leaders  of  the  CAWIU,  including  Caroline  Decker  and 
Pat  Chambers.  Eighteen  defendants  were  placed  on 
trial  in  Sacramento  charged  with  violation  of  the  Crim- 
inal Syndicalism  Law,  evidence  being  related  to  their 
activities  in  organizing  field  labor. 

“On  April  1,  1935,  after  one  of  the  longest  trials  in 
the  history  of  California  courts,  eight  defendants  were 
convicted  and  sentenced  to  prison  . . . The  arrests  and 
resultant  prosecution,  which  was  staged  as  an  anti-Red 
carnival,  crippled  and  destroyed  the  Cannery  and  Agri- 
cultural Workers  Industrial  Union.  Their  leadership  in 
prison,  the  workers  were  momentarily  demoralized,  and 
the  great  wave  of  strikes  subsided.” 

After  the  Imperial  Valley  strike  when  some  87  arrests 
were  made,  and  a few  lesser  strikes  which  clogged  the 

4 McWilliams,  Carey,  Factories  in  the  Field,  Boston,  Little  Brown  & 
Company,  1939,  pp.  228,  229. 
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California  courts,  the  Communists  were  forced  to  give  up 
their  bridgehead  in  California  agriculture.  Needless  to 
say,  those  violent  and  bitter  struggles  of  the  1930 ’s  left 
their  scars. 

For  evidence  of  the  Communist  Party’s  continued  inter- 
est in  agricultural  workers  in  the  United  States,  see  our 
accompanying  exhibit  of  a page  from  the  J uly  3,  1966,  is- 
sue of  Pravda,  the  official  organ  of  the  Komsomol , youth 
section  of  the  Communist  Party,  USSR.  We  are  indebted 
to  the  Slavic  Department  of  the  University  of  California 
at  Berkeley  for  the  translation.  (See  Exhibit  I,  page  170.) 

Background 

There  are  so  many  background  factors  involved  in  this 
affair  that  we  could  never  touch  upon  all  of  them,  but 
we  feel  it  is  important  to  deal  with  at  least  a few  of  them. 

Geography 

The  area  affected  by  the  Delano  grape  strike  involves 
portions  of  northern  Kern  and  southern  Tulare  Counties, 
about  400  square  miles.  There  are  four  towns  in  the  so- 
called  strike  zone : Delano,  Earlimart,  Richgrove  and  Mc- 
Farland, of  which  Delano  is  the  largest  with  a population 
of  13,250.  It  is  situated  in  the  approximate  center  of  the 
area  and  has  been  the  hub  of  most  of  theystrike  activity. 

Ethnic  Groups 

According  to  the  United  States  census  data,  the  ethnic 
group  distribution  within  the  City  of  Delano  as  of  1960 
was  as  follows : 


Caucasian 10,160 

Filipino 884 

Negro 715 

Indian 20 

Japanese 89 

Chinese  29 

Other 20 

Total  11,913 


(According  to  the  State  Department  of  Finance,  the 
population  had  grown  to  13,250  by  April  1964.) 

These  census  data  do  not  provide  a breakdown  of  Cau- 
casian groups  which  is  pertinent  to  this  study.  Delano 
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City  Manager  Louis  Shepard  provided  us  with  informa- 
tion that  approximately  50  percent  of  the  Delano  popula- 
tion is  Mexican  American. 

Almost  the  entire  economy  of  the  Delano  region  is  based 
on  agriculture,  and  there  are  but  few  occupations  not  di- 
rectly related  to  wage  conditions  in  the  fields — civil  service, 
merchandising,  transportation  and  local  industries.  The 
majority  of  Delano’s  Mexican  Americans  are  engaged  in 
farm  labor,  some  only  part  time  due  to  the  seasonal  nature 
of  the  work.  Thus,  nearly  half  the  community  (allowing 
for  children  and  the  aged)  works  in  the  fields  as  farm 
laborers. 

Delano’s  agricultural  force  amounts  to  about  5,000  out 
of  the  67,000  agricultural  workers  in  California.  It  is  basi- 
cally a nonmigratory  force,  augmented  by  migratory 
workers  brought  in  at  the  peak  of  the  harvest  season. 

With  the  end  of  the  bracero  program  on  December  31. 
1964,  resident  agricultural  laborers  were  placed  in  a much 
better  bargaining  position.  Under  the  bracero  program, 
some  200,000  to  300,000  workers  a year  entered  the  LTnited 
States  to  do  seasonal  harvesting.  These  were  augmented 
by  an  influx  of  hundreds  of  “wetbacks”  or  illegal  immi- 
grants. Texas  and  California  were  the  principal  users  of 
Mexican  labor. 

Eugene  Nelson,  a former  newspaperman  and  a partici- 
pant in  civil  rights  protests  in  the  southern  states,  lived 
for  a time  in  Mexico,  and  his  writings  were  used  to  en- 
courage the  strikers. 

Eugene  Nelson  worked  on  the  inflammatory  publication 
El  Malcriado  (the  Protester),  and  did  the  translation  of 
its  English  into  Spanish.  He  wrote : 

“1965,  from  the  beginning,  seemed  a natural  year 
for  something  big  to  develop  in  the  farm  labor  move- 
ment. First,  in  a surprise  development,  Congress  at 
the  end  of  1964  failed  to  renew  the  long-standing 
bracero  program,  and  Secretary  of  Labor  Willard 
Wirtz  at  first  insisted  that  agriculture,  like  other 
industries,  make  an  effort  to  recruit  American 
workers  . . . Governor  Brown  finally  backed  water 
and  allowed  several  thousand  braceros  to  enter  Cali- 
fornia under  a special  arrangement  guaranteeing 
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them  a wage  of  $1.40  an  hour,  and  specifying  that 
they  could  not  be  used  unless  similar  wages  were  paid 
local  workers.” 5 

The  Growers: 

The  other  major  group  participating  in  California’s 
$3.6  billion  agricultural  industry  is,  of  course,  the  grow- 
ers. Our  focus  is  upon  the  wine  and  table  grape  industry 
in  the  Delano  area.  There  are  conflicting  accounts  concern- 
ing the  exact  number  of  growers  in  the  area  and  who  were 
and  who  were  not  directly  involved  in  the  strike. 

According  to  an  antistrike  flyer  distributed  by  the  De- 
lano Community  Citizens  League,  of  the  500  grape  grow- 
ers in  the  San  Joaquin  Valley,  50  are  located  in  the 
Delano  area,  and  of  that  group  33  were  involved  in  the 
dispute. 

El  Malcriado,  strike  publication,  lists  38.  The  National 
Observer  of  January  31, 1966,  places  the  number  at  31,  and 
Huelga  places  the  figure  at  roughly  60. 

The  October  1965  edition  of  the  Produce  Reporter-Com- 
pany Blue  Book  lists  48  grape  growers  and  tree  fruit  grow- 
ers in  the  area.  The  discrepancies  may  be  partially  ex- 
plained if  we  consider  that  several  of  the  large  ranches  are 
owned  by  various  members  of  one  family  and  some  com- 
panies own  several  ranches. 

According  to  the  Delano  Historical  Society  the  largest 
ranch  in  the  area  is  the  DiGiorgio  Sierra  Vista  Ranch  and, 
like  many  other  ranches  in  the  strike  zone,  it  is  diversified, 
producing  table  grapes,  potatoes,  cotton  and  small  grain. 

Based  on  information  from  officials  of  the  concerns  in- 
volved, the  following  chart  represents  some  of  the  perti- 
nent statistics  for  the  1965  harvest  season  in  the  Delano 
area.  We  are  also  including  figures  on  highest  and  lowest 
numbers  of  employees  used : 

Hourly 


Grower 

Acreage 

High 

Low 

Wage 

DiGiorgio  Corporation 

__  4,263 

836 

238 

$1.69 

Schenley  Industries 

3,350 

300 



2.42 

V.  B.  Zaninovich  & Sons 

___  2,378 

343 

136 

1.75 

Pandol  and  Sons 

2,000 

200 

40 

1.83 

M.  Caratan 

2,553 

242 

101 

1.75 

A.  Caratan 

1.533 

178 

110 

1.67 

3 Nelson,  Eugene,  Huelga,  Delano,  Calif.,  Farm  Worker  Press,  1966, 

p.  18. 
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We  have  also  prepared  a chart  made  up  by  one  of  the 
aforementioned  companies  on  the  year-round  and  seasonal 


employment  figures  for  his  ranch : 

Percent 

Dates  Activity  employed  Number 

July  20-Dec.  1 — . Harvest  - - 100  200 

January  1-March  Pruning,  tying  35  70 

March-April  . Post  pruning,  patehup 

and  odd  jobs _ 15  30 

April  1-May  15  Table  grape  culture  _ 25  50 

May  15-July  20  Table  grape  culture  (tip, 

thin,  girdle,  etc.) 50  100 


It  is  obvious  from  the  foregoing  that  seasonal  employ- 
ment has  an  important  bearing  on  the  life  of  the  people 
and  the  communit}^.  Also,  the  matter  of  seasonal  employ- 
ment is  of  vital  concern  in  the  process  of  collective  bar- 
gaining but  has  little  bearing  on  our  inquiry.  We  have  in- 
cluded the  figures  to  provide  a background  for  the  issues 
we  will  discuss. 

Leftwing  publications  such  as  the  National  Guardian 
and  the  book  Huelga  imply  that  there  is  a “big  business 
conspiracy”  in  the  financial-political-agricultural  combi- 
nation that  runs  the  gamut  from  interlocking  director- 
ates of  corporations  to  the  Governor  himself.  According 
to  that  theory,  there  exists  behind  every  community  prob- 
lem, i.e.,  the  working  conditions  of  the  farm  worker,  etc.. 
a power  elite  of  economic  notables  who  manipulate  the 
lives  and  destinies  of  the  entire  community.  The  charge 
is  that  the  big  ranches  are  “absentee  owned”  and  there- 
fore controlled  by  distant  corporate  bodies  made  up  of  im- 
personal boards  of  directors  and  their  stockholders. 

In  reality,  of  the  40  to  50  “big”  growers  in  the  Delano 
area  (to  say  nothing  of  the  100  or  more  smaller  growers 
with  100  acres  or  less)  only  Schenley  Industries  and  the 
DiGiorgio  Corporation  meet  the  absentee  ownership  cri- 
teria. The  other  ranches  are  owned  and  run  by  the  men 
who  live  on  them. 

An  examination  of  the  Produce  Reporter  Blue  Book 
and  the  Delano  telephone  directory  reveals  that  of  the  48 
growers  listed  in  their  marketing  guide,  all  but  nine  show 
residence  listings  in  the  Delano  area. 

This  matter  is  mentioned  because  it  is  a major  plank 
in  the  prostrike  propaganda  found  in  the  National  Guard- 
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ian,  People’s  World , Malcriado,  The  Movement  (Student 
Non-Violent  Coordinating  Committee  publication),  Insur- 
gent (W.E.B.  DuBois  Club  publication),  Spark-Chispa 
(Progressive  Labor  Party  publication)  and  others. 

The  recurrent  theme  of  the  “heartless  feudal  patron” 
and  the  “helpless  peon”  of  prerevolutionary  Mexico  is 
carried  to  absurdity  in  El  Malcriado  and  some  of  the 
other  strike  literature,  especially  that  printed  in  Spanish. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  the  reading  matter  de- 
signed for  the  Mexican-American  audience,  “la  causa” 
was  pictured  as  a revolucion , whereas  to  the  Anglo-Amer- 
ican liberal  and  far-left  reader,  it  was  presented  as  a 
civil  rights  issue.6 

Chronology  of  Events 

With  the  background  considerations  in  mind,  we  now 
proceed  to  an  account  of  the  events  which  have  given  rise 
to  this  report. 

1960 — May : Larry  Itliong  began  working  fulltime  to  build 
a union  for  farm  workers  in  Delano,  which  soon  be- 
came the  center  for  the  best  organized  Filipino  farm 
workers  in  California. 

Larry  Dulav  Itliong  was  born  October  25,  1913,  in  San 
Nicolas,  Pangasinan,  Philippine  Islands,  and  entered 
United  States  at  Seattle,  Washington,  on  April  6,  1929. 
He  experienced  his  first  strike  in  lettuce  fields  in  Mon- 
roe, Washington,  when  he  was  16.  He  worked  with  fish- 
ing fleets  out  of  San  Pedro  and  Alaska,  and  helped  organ- 
ize salmon  and  sardine  cannery  workers  in  the  San 
Pedro- Wilmington  area,  where  he  was  elected  leader  of 
a Filipino  community  of  about  500  workers.  At  23  he  was 
already  a highly  skilled  and  able  organizer. 

In  Stockton,  California,  while  working  as  a cab  driver 
he  filed  a petition  for  naturalization.7  He  was  admitted 
to  citizenship  August  14,  1959. 8 

In  the  mid-1950’s,  while  living  in  Stockton,  he  met 
Dolores  Huerta,  and  they  soon  became  close  friends.  Quot- 
ing an  article  in  El  Malcriado  of  October  21,  1966,  ‘ ‘ They 
fi  Files,  El  Malcriado. 

7 Petition  No.  8048,  Superior  Court,  San  Joaquin  County,  March  5, 1959. 

8 Official  Court  records. 
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had  a common  goal,  and  realized  that  they  were  both  try- 
ing to  do  the  same  thing  to  help  the  workers.”  Much  more 
will  be  heard  of  Dolores  Huerta.  Itliong  is  married  to 
Evelyn  A.  Wrye,  having  known  her  since  1946  and  mar- 
ried her  at  San  Pedro,  California,  April  7, 1955.9 

1962 — February:  A1  Green,  an  organizer  for  AFL-CIO 
in  the  San  Joaquin  Valley,  and  one  of  the  top  lieu- 
tenants in  the  AFL-CIO  Committee  on  Political  Edu- 
cation (COPE)  reactivated  the  dormant  Agricultural 
Workers  Organizing  Committee.  (AWOC) 

After  he  reactivated  AWOC,  he  worked  around  the 
Delano  area  and  became  acquainted  with  Larry  Itliong. 

1962 — September:  Cesar  Chavez  resigned  his  position  as 
director  of  the  Community  Service  Organization 
to  devote  full  time  to  organizing  the  predominantly 
Mexican- American  National  Farm  Workers  Associa- 
tion. 

Chavez,  telling  his  own  story  in  the  July  1966  Ramparts 
Magazine,  states,  (pages  43,  44)  : 

“It  really  started  for  me  16  years  ago  (c.  1950) 
in  San  Jose,  California,  when  I was  working  on  an 
apricot  farm.  We  figured  he  [Fred  Ross]  was  just 
another  social  worker  . . . and  I kept  refusing  to 
meet  with  him.  But  he  was  persistent.  Finally  I got 
together  some  of  the  rough  element  in  San  Jose.  We 
were  going  to  teach  the  gringo  a little  bit  of  how  we 
felt.  There  were  30  of  us  in  the  house,  young  guys 
mostly.  I was  supposed  to  give  them  a signal  . . . and 
then  we  were  going  to  give  him  a lot  of  hell.  But  he 
started  talking,  and  the  more  he  talked  the  more  wide 
eyed  I became  and  the  less  inclined  to  give  the  signal. 
This  fellow  was  making  a lot  of  sense  and  I wanted 
to  hear  what  he  had  to  say. 

4 ‘ His  name  was  Fred  Ross  and  he  was  an  organizer 
for  the  Community  Service  Organization  (CSO) 
which  was  working  with  Mexican  Americans  in  the 
cities.  I became  immediately  involved.  ...” 

9 Official  Records. 
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For  more  than  10  years  Chavez  worked  with  the  CSO, 
during  the  first  part  of  which  he  trained  in  Chicago 
under  the  astute  tutelage  of  Saul  Alinsky.  The  latter  has 
named  Chavez,  Fred  Ross,  and  Dolores  Huerta  as  those 
in  the  NFWA  who  had  trained  under  him  in  the  Indus- 
trial Areas  Foundation.10 

To  characterize  Cesar  Chavez  in  a few  sentences  is  im- 
possible. He  has  the  charismatic  qualities  of  a leader,  and 
the  knack  of  turning  situations  to  his  own  advantage  and 
to  weld  factions  together  in  an  organized  front.  His  train- 
ing under  Alinsky  is  undoubtedly  responsible  for  much 
of  this  ability. 

Saul  Alinsky  is  a recognized  expert  on  training  people 
in  the  art  of  civil  disobedience.  Most  of  Saul  Alinsky ’s 
work  has  been  in  the  field  of  civil  rights  activities. 

Chavez  was  born  January  31,  1927,  in  Yuma,  Arizona, 
into  a family  of  five  children.  Ten  years  later  the  family 
became  migrants,  doing  farmwork  along  a route  from 
southern  Arizona  to  northern  California.  His  schooling 
was  haphazard  and  irregular.  He  married  Helen  Fabula, 
daughter  of  one  of  Pancho  Villa’s. colonels,  and  they  have 
(or  had  in  1965)  eight  children. 

Chavez  admitted  he  left  the  CSO  because  it  was  not 
forceful  enough.  Two  men,  A1  Espinosa  and  Ben  Gines, 
who  knew  him  well  stated  that  he  wants  to  change  the  whole 
social  system,  that  he  is,  in  short,  a revolutionary.  In  his 
article  in  Ramparts,  previously  cited,  Chavez  states  (page 
50)  : “.  . . If  this  spirit  grows  within  the  farm  labor  move- 
ment, one  day  we  can  use  the  force  that  we  have  to  help 
correct  a lot  of  things  that  are  wrong  with  this  society.  ’ ’ 

1963 — July:  Weeklong  conference  on  Community  Devel- 
opment at  Asilomar  (California),  sponsored  by  the 
Rosenberg  Foundation,  at  which  Saul  Alinsky  of 
Industrial  Areas  Foundation  (Chicago)  and  Fred 
Ross  were  discussion  leaders.  Present,  among  others, 
as  participants  were:  Rev.  Wayne  C.  (Chris)  Hart- 
mire  of  the  California  Migrant  Ministry ; Edward  P. 
Dutton,  Bard  McAllister,  Art  Jenkins,  Edwin  P. 
Stephenson  and  Paul  O’Rourke.11 

10  Los  Angeles  Times,  July  22,  1966 ; California  Farmer,  March  19, 1966, 

p.  5. 

11  Ibid.,  pp.  5,  21,  32;  Official  Records. 
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The  Rosenberg  Foundation  provided  the  original  fi- 
nancing for  the  California  Center  for  Community  Devel- 
opment (CCCD)  set  up  in  July  1965  in  Del  Rey,  Fresno 
County,  with  Gilbert  Padilla  as  secretary.  Later  it  was 
headed  by  Edward  P.  Dutton,  mentioned  above.  Padilla, 
whose  salary  was  paid  by  the  Rosenberg  Foundation,  was 
active  in  boycott  activities  for  struck  Delano  products  in 
Los  Angeles.  He  was  also  one  of  the  officers  in  NFWA. 
Chris  Hartmire  was  chairman  of  the  board  of  CCCD, 
and  also  became  active  in  the  Delano  grape  strike. 

The  Rosenberg  Foundation  was  established  in  1936  by 
the  estate  of  Max  Rosenberg,  who  left  $13  million.  For 
a number  of  years  one  of  the  trustees  was  Louise  Bran- 
sten  (now  Berman),  a granddaughter  of  Max  Rosenberg, 
a millionaire  in  her  own  right  whose  long  list  of  Com- 
munist connections  have  been  set  forth  by  this  commit- 
tee.12 

The  California  Center  for  Community  Development 
figures  prominently  in  our  narrative  later. 

1963 — November  6:  Constitution  of  the  National  Farm 
Workers  Association  (NFWA),  was  filed  with  the 
California  Division  of  Corporations,  State  of  Cali- 
fornia. 

1963 — November  19:  Farm  Workers  Credit  Union  was 
licensed  by  the  Department  of  Investment,  Division 
of  Corporations,  State  of  California,  Sacramento.13 

The  following  were  named  as  directors:  Julio  Hernan- 
dez, Richard  Chavez,  Cesar  E.  Chavez,  Josephine  Her- 
nandez and  Roger  Terronez  (nowT  deceased).  Richard 
Chavez  is  a brother  of  Cesar  Chavez,  and  will  be  dis- 
cussed later  in  this  report. 

Ads  for  the  credit  union  urge  farmworkers:  “Instead 
of  saving  your  money  on  your  person,  or  in  a bank,  put 
it  in  the  Farm  Workers  Credit  Union  (El  Banco  de  los 
Campesinos ) and  get  all  the  benefits  it  offers.”  14 

12  Reports,  1943  : pp.  60,  96,  97,  176  ; 1948  : pp.  Ill,  163,  208,  358 ; 1949  : 

456.  484,  547,  688;  1951:  231,  235,  238,  255;  1953:  207.  272;  1961: 
164. 

13  Receipt  SAC  62795.  (From  document  on  file.) 

14  El  Malcriado  Nos.  51  and  52,  pages  6 and  30  respectively,  and  on- 

the-spot  interviews  by  our  agent. 
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1963 —  November:  Citizens  for  Farm  Labor,  Berkeley, 
California,  founded.  Purpose  of  the  organization  was 
to  study  the  problems  and  to  help  farm  labor.  Some 
of  the  founders  were  Henry  P.  Anderson,  Ann 
Draper,  Rev.  Chris  Hartmire,  Bard  McAllister, 
Father  Thomas  McCullough,  Dr.  Paul  O’Rourke 
and  James  Murray,  attorney. 

1964 —  July:  Citizens  for  Farm  Labor,  Box  1173,  Berke- 
ley, sent  an  open  letter  to  President  Johnson  urging 
him  to  carry  the  war  on  poverty  into  the  agricul- 
tural areas  of  California  and  the  Southwest  “ charac- 
terized by  corporate  farming  and  underprivileged, 
underpaid  workers,”  and  urging  that  Public  Law  78, 
the  bracero  program,  be  allowed  to  expire  at  the  end 
of  1964.15  (See  Exhibit  II,  page  174) 

In  this  organization,  names  of  those  on  the  advisory 
board  show  a wide  divergence  of  sympathy  and  back- 
ground, ranging  from  those  sincerely  concerned  with  the 
plight  of  the  workers,  and  those  whose  participation  in 
the  Free  Speech  Movement  and  the  activities  of  the 
Marxist  new  left  organizations  is  well  known.  The  list 
appearing  on  the  letterhead  is  as  follows: 

Chairman,  Henry  Anderson 

Secretary,  Wendy  Goepel 

Advisory  Board : Andres  Arellano ; Max  Awner ; 
George  Ballis;  Art  Brunwasser,  attorney;  Mai  (Mal- 
colm) Burnstein;  Hon.  Phillip  Burton;  Rev.  Rich- 
ard Byfield;  Cesar  Chavez;  Ann  Draper;  Father 
Ralph  Duggan;  Prof.  Lewis  Feuer;  Prof.  Joseph 
Fontenrose;  Herman  Gallegos;  Rev.  Aron  Gilmar- 
tin ; Hon.  Henry  Gonzales ; Evilio  Grillo ; Emma 
Gunterman;  Joe  Gunterman;  Rev.  Chris  Hartmire; 
Gerald  Hill,  attorney;  Paul  Jacobs;  Dorothy  Kauff- 
man; William  Kauffman;  Prof.  Van  Dusen  Ken- 
nedy; Prof.  Seymour  Lipset;  Dr.  Jack  Little;  Joan 
London;  Robert  Mang;  Father  Thomas  McCullough; 
Atara  Mont;  Max  Mont;  James  Murray,  attorney; 
Walter  Packard;  Katy  Peake;  Robert  Pickus;  Jose 
Rafael  Ramos,  attorney;  Milton  Roemer,  M.D.;  Fred 
Ross;  Hon.  Alfred  Song;  Nancy  Swadesh;  Norman 
15  From  copy  of  letter  mailed  about  July  1,  1964. 
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Thomas;  Professor  Joe  Tussman;  Fred  Van  Dyke; 
Rev.  Harold  Wilson;  Marshall  Windmiller;  Thomas 
Winnett;  Luis  Zarate;  Robert  Nolan,  M.D. 

Many  of  these  names  are  familiar  to  the  readers  of 
our  reports,  and  those  of  special  significance  are  dealt 
with  elsewhere.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Com- 
munist Party  was  eager  to  penetrate  not  only  the  heart 
of  the  strike  itself,  but  also  any  group  on  its  periphery. 
Official  declarations  by  the  Communists  themselves  amply 
support  this  statement.  The  New  Program  of  the  Com- 
munist Party,  TJ.S.A.,  published  in  February  1966  and 
acted  upon  at  the  June  National  Convention  of  the  Party, 
states  on  page  56 : 

“3.  The  national  spotlight  on  chronic,  mass  pov- 
erty helps  to  stimulate  movement  and  struggle  in 
the  poverty-stricken  communities — in  the  rural  slums 
inhabited  by  agricultural  workers  as  well  as  in  urban 
centers.  In  these  communities  are  large  numbers  of 
unorganized  workers,  many  from  oppressed  minori- 
ties— Negroes,  people  of  Mexican  or  Puerto  Rican 
descent.  As  these  enlist  for  a real  war  on  poverty, 
they  will  demand  union  organization.  . . . ” 16 

To  point  up  the  keen  interest  of  the  Communist  Party 
in  the  Mexican-American  workers,  we  quote  from  an 
article  in  the  September  1965  issue  of  Political  Affairs, 
by  Albert  J.  Lima,  chairman  of  the  Communist  Party 
for  Northern  California.  On  page  16  he  declared: 

‘ ‘ Those  affected  by  poverty  make  up  the  main  con- 
centration areas  of  Negro,  Mexican-American  and 
white  working-class  people  ...” 

The  chairman  of  Citizens  for  Farm  Labor,  Henry 
Anderson,  published  a book  bearing  the  imprint  of  that 
organization,  A Harvest  of  Loneliness,  which  deals  with 
the  bracero  program.  He  has  been  a frequent  speaker  at 
demonstrations  on  the  Berkeley  campus,  having  appeared 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Farm  Labor  Movement,  as  well 
as  the  Student  Committee  on  Agricultural  Labor.17 
1G  Political  Affairs  Publishers,  New  York,  1966. 

17  Daily  Californian,  Jan.  8,  1965,  and  Feb.  17,  1965 ; Huelga,  p.  viii. 
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Wendy  Goepel,  secretary  of  the  organization,  went  to 
Delano  to  work  in  Cesar  Chavez’  office  for  the  National 
Farm  Workers  Association,  and  she  served  as  a member 
of  the  CFL  Advisory  Board.  Prior  to  her  arrival  at 
Delano,  Miss  Goepel  had  worked  for  Paul  O’Rourke. 
She  was  also  a participant  in  the  activities  of  the  Eighth 
World  Youth  Festival  at  Helsinki  in  1962.  This  Com- 
munist-controlled affair  has  been  fully  described  in  pre- 
vious reports. 

Mrs.  Ann  Draper,  wife  of  Hal  Draper  of  the  Berkeley 
Free  Speech  Movement,  was  a frequent  visitor  to  the 
Delano  strike  scene,  and  one  of  its  most  active  outside 
workers.18 

1964 —  December  2:  Student  Committee  for  Agricultural 
Labor  was  organized  on  the  Berkeley  campus  of  the 
University  of  California  with  the  following  officers 
listed:  president,  Peter  Wiesner;  vice-president, 
Harriet  Levi;  secretary,  Irene  Bronston;  treasurer, 
Sue  Kennedy ; faculty  adviser,  Lawrence  Levine, 
assistant  professor  of  history.  The  stated  purpose  of 
this  organization  was  “to  help  improve  the  working 
and  living  conditions  of  farm  labor.”  A subsequent 
registration  listed  Professor  John  Leggett  as  faculty 
adviser,  and  stated  that  the  objectives  included: 
“.  . . aid  in  the  form  of  donations  sent  to  those 
agricultural  laborers  in  need  of  funds,  or  it  may  be 
in  assisting  with  an  ‘informational  boycott’  such  as 
the  one  presently  being  conducted  against  Perelli- 
Minetti  products  . . .”19 

1965 —  March  8:  The  Student  Committee  on  Agricultural 
Labor  (SCAL)  held  a meeting  on  campus  at  which 
Ann  Draper,  Bob  Atkins  and  Geary  Herron  spoke 
on  “the  exploitation  of  agricultural  labor.” 

1965 — September:  Eugene  Nelson  arrived  in  Delano  and 
took  up  residence  at  the  headquarters  of  the  National 
Farm  Workers  Association,  102  Albany  Street.20  (See 
Exhibit  III.,  p.  175.) 

18  1966  supplemental  report;  official  records,  Kern  County  Sheriff’s 

office. 

19  University  of  California  Records. 

20  See  Exhibit  III,  p.  175 — pictures  of  AWOC  and  NFWA  headquarters 

in  Delano. 
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1965 — September  7 : A staff  meeting  was  held  at  NFWA 
headquarters  to  discuss  a strike  which  “ seemed  to 
be  in  the  air.” 21 

1965 — September  8:  Larry  Itliong  called  strike  of  Fili- 
pino farm  workers  belonging  to  the  Agricultural 
Workers  Organizing  Committee  (AWOC),  AFL- 
CIO,  at  several  camps  in  the  vicinity  and  affecting 
“over  1,000  workers  at  10  ranches.”  22 

Eugene  Nelson  described  the  strike  meetings  in  the 

issue  of  Huelga  cited  above,  as  follows: 

“The  evening  of  September  7th,  as  the  staff  mem- 
bers of  the  (National)  Farm  Workers  Association 
met  in  their  tumble-down  five-room  office  at  the 
southeastern  corner  of  Delano,  strike  seemed  to  be 
in  the  air.  We  had,  in  fact,  just  finished  a small 
strike  on  the  Martin  Ranch  near  Earlimart  which 
had  left  us  itching  for  more  action  . . . Martin  was 
estimated  to  have  lost  several  thousand  dollars.  As- 
sociation pickets  and  staff  members  gained  valuable 
training  in  talking  to  scab  workers  [on  the  Martin 
Ranch]  persuading  them  not  to  break  the  strike,  and 
in  writing  and  distributing  leaflets  attacking  scab 
labor  contractors  which  resulted  in  keeping  two  of 
these  contractors  from  bringing  men  to  the  vineyard. 

“As  we  sit  in  our  small  conference  room  dis- 
cussing plans  for  a fall  membership  drive,  Eric 
Schmidt  of  the  Emergency  Committee  to  Aid  Farm 
Workers  in  Los  Angeles  chances  to  drop  in  with  a 
copy  of  Jack  London’s  colorful  “Definition  of  a 
Strikebreaker.”  The  famous  author  had  minced  no 
words  in  his  description  of  a scab,  and  Bill  Esher, 
brilliant  editor  of  the  association’s  biweekly  news- 
paper, El  Malcriado,  pounces  upon  the  pungent  liter- 
ary tidbit  and  decides  it  must  be  printed  in  the 
paper. ...” 

“Rumors  have  been  flying  all  day  as  people  have 
come  and  gone.  AWOC  organizers  are  now  in  town, 
we  hear.  Famous  longtime  Filipino  organizer  Larry 
Itliong  and  Ben  Gines,  who  organized  the  Coachella 

21  Huelga,  op.  cit.  pp.  19,  20. 

22  Ibid. 
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Valley  [lettuce]  strike.  Meetings  of  hundreds  of 
Filipinos.  Then  we  hear  something  concrete:  all  the 
workers  in  a camp  on  the  Lucas  and  Sons  Ranch 
near  Earlimart  have  quit  work  and  the  camp  has 
been  closed  . . . Next  day,  September  8th,  the  rumors 
are  even  more  abundant — and  realities.  The  strike 
had  taken  hold.  Over  1,000  workers  are  out  on  10 
ranches.  Over  20  labor  camps  are  involved.  Thirty- 
six  men  have  just  left  the  camp  at  the  Dispoto  Ranch 
near  Richgrove;  over  a hundred  men  have  stopped 
work  at  Caratan — the  reports  come  thick  and 
fast.  ...” 

1965 — September  14:  A staff  meeting  of  the  National 
Farm  Workers  Association  (NFWA)  is  held  to  de- 
cide whether  to  take  a strike  vote  among  the  general 
membership.  Staff  members  who  are  present  besides 
Cesar  Chavez,  who  presided,  were:  Gilbert  Padilla, 
Dolores  Huerta,  Bill  Esher,  Norma  Redman  and 
Douglas  Adair.23 

It  is  most  interesting  to  note  that  among  this  group  of 
strategists  considering  the  fate  of  the  farmworkers,  none 
were  actually  farmworkers.  Chavez,  as  we  have  stated, 
was  an  organizer  of  the  Community  Service  Organization 
before  he  established  the  NFWA.  Gilbert  Padilla  was 
treasurer  of  the  California  Center  for  Community  De- 
velopment and  an  officer  in  the  NFWA. 

Dolores  Huerta,  called  “ Welfare  Mary”  by  Nelson  in 
Huelgci  (p.  22),  friend  of  Larry  Itliong  of  AWOC,  as 
we  mentioned  previously,  mother  of  seven  children,  was 
one  of  Saul  Alinsky’s  trainees  who  worked  for  a time  in 
the  CSO  at  Hanford.  She  left  in  1961  in  a dispute  over 
activist  policies.  This  thumbnail  sketch  hardly  does  jus- 
tice to  this  very  active  and  dynamic  woman;  we  will  go 
into  her  activities  further. 

Bill  Esher  is  described  by  Nelson  in  Huelga  (p.  22)  as 
editor  of  El  Malcriado ; he  had  been  one  of  the  original 
directors  of  the  Farm  Worker  Press  which  published  the 
NFWA  strike  organ,  although  his  salary  was  paid  by 
Citizens  for  Farm  Labor.24 

23  Ibid.,  p.  22. 

24  Official  records,  Kern  County  Sheriff’s  office. 
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In  1964  Esher  wrote  an  article,  “Oakland  Farm  Re- 
port” for  the  Catholic  Worker  (December  1964),  of 
which  the  leftwing  activist  Dorothy  Day  is  editor  and 
publisher. 

Norma  Redman  worked  for  El  Malcriado  and  had  for- 
merly lived  in  San  Francisco.  Douglas  Graybill  Adair 
III,  son  of  a Claremont  College  professor,  had  been 
active  in  the  civil  rights  movement.  When  he  was  arrested 
he  gave  his  occupation  as  a migrant  farm  worker.25 

1965 — September  16 : (Mexican  Independence  Day) 

This  was  the  day  set  at  the  September  14  meeting  for 
the  general  membership  to  vote  on  the  strike;  while 
there  was  little  time  to  prepare,  there  was  a certain 
advantage  to  taking  the  vote  after  a day  of  celebra- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Mexican- American  fieldwork- 
ers,  most  of  whom  were  in  a holiday  mood. 

The  Catholic  hall,  obtained  on  a last-minute  ar- 
rangement, was  decorated  with  a portrait  of  Emil- 
iano  Zapata,  (revolutionary  hero  of  Mexico)  flanked 
by  a huge  banner  of  the  NFWA  with  its  stylized 
Aztec  eagle,  or  thunderbird,  to  one  side  and  the 
copy  of  Jack  London’s  “Definition  of  a Strike- 
breaker” on  the  other.  As  the  hall  filled  cries  of 
"Viva  la  causa!”  were  heard.  The  Mexican  national 
anthem  was  played  and  the  crowd  hushed;  several 
speeches  followed  with  speakers  introduced  by  Gil- 
bert Padilla.  Then,  when  emotion  was  at  a fever 
pitch,  Cesar  Chavez  rose.  He  got  the  crowd  with  him 
by  asking  “Who  is  here  from  Jalisco1?”  (a  state  in 
Mexico)  and  “Who  is  here  from  Michoacan?”  After 
one  or  more  answered,  there  were  cries  of  “ Viva 
Jalisco !”  "Viva  Michoacan !”  Viva  Chihuahua !” 
"Viva  Nuevo  Leon!”  and  so  on. 

When  the  crowd  was  going  wild  Chavez  explained 
"la  causa”  of  the  strike  and  asked  for  a strike  vote. 

The  “vote”  was  a roar  of  "Huelga!  Huelga! 
Huelga!”  (Strike!  Strike!  Strike!) 

Cheers  lasted  ten  minutes  with  cries  of  "Viva 
Mexico!”  "Viva  Puerto  Rico!”  "Viva  Cesar 
Chavez!”  "Viva  la  union!”  and  "Viva  la  causa!” 
25  Ibid. 
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The  strike  vote  had  been  taken.26 

1965 — September  19:  Cesar  Chavez,  NPWA,  and  A1 
Green,  organizer  of  AWOC,  met  at  the  Stardust 
Motel,  Delano,  to  talk  over  plans  for  NPWA  to  co- 
operate with  the  AWOC,  already  out  on  strike.27 

1965 — September  19:  (Later.)  At  a meeting  of  strike 
personnel,  the  agreed-upon  strategy  of  the  strike  was 
discussed.  Chavez  named  a list  of  his  lieutenants  to 
whom  pickets  and  strike  personnel  must  listen.  They 
were:  Eugene  Nelson;  Epifanio  Camacho-Baez;  Julio 
Hernandez;  Gilbert  Padilla;  Rev.  James  Drake; 
Douglas  Graybill  Adair  III;  Rev.  David  Havens; 
Patricia  Lynn  Hansen;  Dolores  Huerta  and  Howard 
Richards.28 

The  Migrant  Ministry  (of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches)  had  entered  the  picture  by  that  time.  Drake 
and  Havens  were  of  that  group.  Camacho-Baez,  who  lived 
in  McFarland,  and  Julio  Hernandez,  Corcoran,  were  per- 
sonal friends  of  Chavez;  Patricia  Lynn  Hansen  came 
from  Marin  City  (California),  listing  herself  as  a student 
and  a civil  rights  worker.  Howard  Richards,  an  attorney, 
formerly  in  A.  L.  Wirin’s  office,  Los  Angeles,  was  still 
active  in  the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union  and  was  a 
part-time  teacher  at  the  University  of  California,  Santa 
Barbara.  He  was  also  on  the  Advisory  Board  of  Citizens 
for  Farm  Labor. 

1965 — September  20:  NFWA  pickets  appear  at  every 
major  intersection  in  Delano  led  by  Cesar  Chavez, 
Wendy  Goepel,  Dolores  Huerta,  Rev.  James  Drake, 
Rev.  David  Havens  and  other  members  of  the  Mi- 
grant Ministry.29 

Several  incidents  follow  in  which  the  strikers  and  their 
growing  list  of  sympathizers  clash  with  police  and  trade 
insults  with  growers  and  their  representatives.  Nearly 

26  Huelga,  pp.  22-28 ; official  records. 

27  Official  records. 

28  Files  of  Kern  County  Sheriff’s  office. 

29  Ibid. 
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1,000  persons  picketed  the  home  of  Maximo  Martinez,  a 
labor  contractor,  in  Delano,  apparently  thought  to  be  a 
recruiter  of  scab  labor.  Despite  the  fact  that  the  NFWA 
“Rules  for  Pickets”  began  with  the  sentence,  “This  is  a 
totally  nonviolent  strike,”  and  admonished  them  not  to 
use  obscenities,  there  was  considerable  nudging  of  the 
rules,  if  not  breaking  them  outright.30 

1965 — September  25:  AWOC  crews  dump  boxes  of 
grapes.  Kern  County  Sheriff’s  office  called  in.  Pres- 
ent on  the  strike  scene  were:  Charles  Gardinier, 
picket  captain;  George  Ballis,  editor  of  Valley  Labor 
Citizen , Fresno ; Terence  Cannon,  editor  of  The 
Movement,  organ  of  the  California  Student  Nonvio- 
lent Coordinating  Committee  (SNCC),  and  Howard 
Harawitz,  SNCC.31 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  list  of  those  present  on  the 
picket  line  that  outside  assistance  had  poured  into  Delano 
to  help  both  the  NFWA  and  AWOC.  The  Migrant  Min- 
istry, which  we  mention  chiefly  because  its  members  were 
present  at  the  site  of  the  strike  we  are  studying,  had  set 
its  goal  “to  speak  to  the  total  life  needs  of  men,  women 
and  children  who  are  following  the  crops,  to  bring  them 
full  commitment  to  Christ  as  Lord  of  their  lives  . . . and 
to  help  them  find  a contributing  place  within  a stable 
community  . . . ” 32 

The  foregoing  is  quoted  to  illustrate  the  reasons  we  are 
not  especially  concerned  with  this  group.  Many  people  in 
California,  uninformed  about  the  issues  of  the  Delano 
strike,  have  jumped  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Migrant 
Ministry  was  one  of  the  subversive  elements  agitating 
the  grape  pickers,  but  these  conclusions  are  simply  not 
supported  by  the  evidence. 

Charles  Gardinier,  picket  captain,  was  an  employee  of 
the  California  Center  for  Community  Development  at 
Del  Rey,  the  organization  established  through  the  Rosen- 
berg Foundation  funds,  later  perpetuated  through  a 
grant  from  the  Economic  Opportunity  Program.  We 

30  “Rules  for  Pickets,”  obtained  NFWA  office  March  5,  1966.  See  Ex- 

hibit IV,  p.  176. 

31  Kern  County  Sheriff’s  office  records. 

32  Goals  listed  for  period  1960-1970  in  statement  of  purpose,  California 

Migrant  Ministry. 
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quote  from  a brochure  of  that  organization,  copyrighted 
in  1967 : 

“California  Self-Help  Service  Corps,  a project  of 
California  Center  for  Community  Development, 
funded  as  a research  and  demonstration  project 
under  Section  207  of  the  Economic  Opportunity  Act 
to  train  40  poor  people  to  be  community  leaders  in 
the  rural  areas  of  California.” 

With  headquarters  at  Del  Key,  this  California  Self- 
Help  Service  Corps  is  headed  by  Richard  Chavez,  brother 
of  Cesar  Chavez.  Charles  Gardinier  is  a director,  and  is 
shown  in  the  brochure  standing  at  a blackboard  instruct- 
ing a class  of  the  National  Farm  Workers  Association  on 
“Votes — Power — Welfare  Rights.”  (See  Exhibit  V,  p. 
177.) 

The  brochure  was  prepared  by  George  Ballis,  editor  of 
the  prostrike  paper,  The  Valley  Labor  Citizen,  who  had 
been  a contributor  to  the  bay  area  leftist  publication, 
Liberal  Democrat,  edited  by  Ted  Cohen,  an  admitted 
Communist.33  Ballis  took  over  this  limping  publication  in 
February  1965  and  changed  its  name  to  Pacific  Scene.  He 
also  did  the  photography  work  for  Nelson’s  book,  Huelga, 
as  well  as  for  the  SNCC  organ  The  Movement. 34 

Ballis  also  spent  considerable  time  picketing  at  the 
struck  ranches,  accompanied  frequently  by  Terence  Can- 
non, editor  of  The  Movement,  which  was  also  violently  pro- 
strike. Cannon  was  a field  secretary  for  SNCC,  then  the 
most  active  and  militant  of  the  major  civil  rights  groups, 
and  which  also  aided  in  the  boycott  against  Delano  grape 
products. 

Howard  Harawitz,  photographer  for  The  Movement, 
was  a delegate  to  the  founding  convention  of  the  W.  E.  B. 
DuBois  Clubs,  which  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States  asked  to  register  as  a Communist  front  in  the 
spring  of  1963,  and  was  president  of  the  DuBois  Club  on 
the  Berkeley  campus.35  Harawitz  helped  Communist  Bet- 
tina  Aptheker  and  Carol  Cohen  write  a pamphlet  on  Cuba 
for  the  DuBois  Clubs,  and  was  photographer  for  its  pub- 

33  Liberal  Democrat,  February  1961 ; Political  Affairs,  March  1966. 

34  Pacific  Scene,  February  1965 ; Huelga  credits  to  George  Ballis,  Har- 

vey Richards,  Bill  Berg  and  Bill  Esher ; The  Movement,  Dec.  1965. 

35  1965  report,  p.  53 ; also  official  records,  University  of  California. 
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lication,  Insurgent ; lie  was  involved  in  the  Free  Speech 
Movement  at  Berkeley  with  Communist  Douglas  Wachter, 
both  of  whom  supplied  pictures  for  the  book  Trouble  in 
Berkeley.  He  has  also  been  active  in  the  War  on  Poverty 
Program,  and  was  an  unsuccessful  candidate  on  the  radi- 
cal Community  for  New  Politics  platform  for  election  to 
the  Berkeley  City  Council. 

By  this  time  it  is  apparent  that  the  strike,  hardly 
begun,  had  drawn  a motley  group  of  leftists  who  were 
striving  to  turn  it  into  a civil  rights  demonstration — even 
to  the  “We  Shall  Overcome”  song  on  the  picket  lines.36 

Nelson,  writing  in  the  semiofficial  chronicle  of  the  strike, 
Huelga,  (p.  75),  states : 

“In  the  bustling  Filipino  Hall,  People’s  Cafe 
[and]  all  the  places  strikers  gather,  there  are  pas- 
sionate discussions  now  provoked  by  the  appearance 
of  all  the  civil  rights  volunteers  streaming  in  to  help 
us.  They  come  from  all  over,  CORE  people,  SNCC 
people,  ministers,  people  who  have  never  belonged  to 
an  organization  but  who  know  a clearcut  humani- 
tarian issue  when  they  see  it  . . . 

“The  debate  continues:  Is  the  strike  a movement, 
or  is  it  a strike  ? One  of  the  civil  rights  activists  who 
comes  from  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  Ron  Caplan, 
insists  that  it  is  definitely  civil  rights. 

“And  Wendy  Goepel  adds:  ‘This  has  been  a civil 
rights  issue  since  the  first  Negro  was  brought  to 
America  to  work  in  the  fields  as  a slave.’  ” [Sic.] 

1965 — October  1 : Ann  Draper  told  newsman  Frank  Win- 

ston that  SNCC  was  sending  “professional  pickets” 
down  (from  the  San  Francisco  Bay  area).  About  100 
came  on  the  weekend.  John  Leggett,  a University  of 
California  faculty  member,  brought  a carload  of  stu- 
dent volunteers.37 

Mrs.  Draper,  an  organizer  for  the  Amalgamated  Ladies 
Garment  Workers  Union  in  Alameda  County,  and  mem- 
ber of  the  Citizens  for  Farm  Labor,  worked  closely  with 
the  strikers  at  Delano  and  their  supporters  at  Berkeley. 
John  Leggett  had  been  observed  at  the  strike  scene  on  sev- 

30  Kern  County  Sheriff’s  office  records. 

37  Ibid. 
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eral  occasions,  his  car  was  used  in  the  activities,  and  he 
had  been  associated  with  Mrs.  Draper  in  a Socialist  school 
in  the  middle  forties.  This  professor,  John  Leggett,  was 
active  in  agitating  for  an  abandonment  of  regular  classes 
on  the  Berkeley  campus,  to  devote  the  class  time  to  propa- 
ganda against  the  involvement  in  Vietnam.38 

1965 — October  5:  The  Office  of  Economic  Opportunity 

(OEO)  announced  that  a grant  of  $267,887  had  been 
made  to  NFWA  for  self-help  among  migrants  in 
three  southern  counties  of  San  Joaquin  Valley. 

The  exact  disposition  of  this  money  is  somewhat  uncer- 
tain. Cesar  Chavez  said  he  was  too  busy  to  administer  it, 
and  it  lay  untouched  for  over  a year.  Some  or  all  of  it  went 
to  the  California  Self-Help  Service  Corps,  a project  of  the 
California  Center  for  Community  Development  at  Del 
Hey,  heretofore  mentioned.  This  movement,  headed  by 
Cesar  Chavez’  brother,  was  interested  in  aiding  the 
NFWA  and  in  building  “Power  to  Make  Social  Change.” 
(See  Exhibit  V,  p.  177.) 

The  Office  of  Economic  Opportunity  phased  out  of  the 
program  in  February  1967,  Congressman  B.  F.  Sisk  of 
Fresno  stating  that  he  vigorously  opposed  it  because  the 
CCCD  “openly  supports  California’s  striking  vineyard 
workers.  ’ ’ 

1965 — October  8:  Sam  Kushner,  feature  writer  for  the 

Communist  paper,  People’s  World , and  a functionary 
in  the  Communist  Party,  arrived  at  Delano  with 
photographer  Harvey  Kichards,  also  a Communist, 
to  do  features  on  the  strike.39 

Both  Kushner  and  Richards  have  frequented  the  strike 
scene  with  other  reporters  for  the  same  paper,  Carl  West- 
man  and  Lawrence  Allen  Zak.  The  latter  served  as  chair- 
man of  the  DuBois  Club  in  Los  Angeles  County,  and  was 
familiarly  known  as  Alan  Zak.40  (See  Exhibit  VI,  p.  178.) 

38  1 966  supplemental  report,  p.  126 ; Daily  Californian,  Oct.  11  and  Nov. 

30, 1965. 

39  People’s  World,  Feb.  26, 1965. 

40  For  a discussion  of  his  activities  in  the  formation  of  the  DuBois  Clubs 

of  America,  see  our  1965  Report,  pp.  37,  40,  41,  42,  47,  52. 
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1965 — October  19:  A “cat  and  mouse”  game  was  played 
between  strikers  and  tlie  Kern  County  Sheriff’s  office. 
Eugene  Nelson  informed  a deputy  that  the  strikers 
were  going  to  picket  a particular  location  and  that 
they  had  arranged  TY  and  newspaper  coverage  of 
“action”  and  would  be  willing  to  let  a number  of 
their  people  be  arrested.  The  sheriff’s  office  obliged, 
but  overstepped  the  arranged  bounds  somewhat  and 
arrested  a few  who  had  not  planned  to  submit.  The 
clergymen  present  had  designated  the  occasion  the 
“Christian  Day  of  Determination,”  and  a number 
of  them  were  in  the  group  arrested.41 

A partial  list  of  those  arrested  includes  the  following: 
Tony  Mendez,  Earlimart ; Barbara  Howe,  Delano ; Patri- 
cia Hansen,  Marin  City;  Peter  Flint,  Sun  Valley;  Robert 
Solodow,  Delano;  Ted  Peck,  San  Anselmo;  Ralph  Ken- 
nedy, Fullerton;  Rev.  Carl  A.  Smith,  Palo  Alto;  Esther 
Uranday,  Earlimart;  Frances  Uranday,  Earlimart;  Helen 
Chavez  (Mrs.  Cesar  Chavez),  Delano;  Ron  Caplan,  De- 
lano; Manual  Rivera,  Delano;  Vera  Oropeza,  Delano; 
Mercy  Pena,  Delano ; Rev.  Roger  Boyvey,  Oakland ; 
Norma  Redman,  Pasadena;  Rev.  Frances  Geddes,  San 
Francisco;  Bob  Rita,  Delano  (unplanned)  ; Henry  Uran- 
day, Earlimart;  Sibley  Cogswell,  Mill  Valley;  Bill  Schil- 
ling, Stockton;  Rev.  Don  Schilling,  Marin  City;  Rev. 
Jack  Bartlett,  Mill  Valley;  Rev.  Roger  Ridgway,  Hay- 
ward; Chris  Bergholdt,  Yuba  City;  Rev.  Tom  Lasswell, 
Lakeview  Terrace;  Manuel  Uranday,  Earlimart;  Concha 
Rodriquez,  Delano ; Rev.  A1  Cohen,  Fullerton ; Lewis 
Fretz,  Citrus  Heights;  Selden  Osborne,  San  Francisco; 
Ramon  Bustos,  Earlimart;  Aristo  Oropeza,  Delano; 
Josephine  Hernandez,  Corcoran;  Mary  Humphrey,  De- 
lano ; Rev.  Chuck  McLain,  Pasadena,  and  Ron  Eastwood, 
Hayward. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  a considerable  number  of  these 
willing  arrestees  were  from  various  locations  around  the 
state,  indicating  the  outside  interest  in  the  strike.  Also, 
an  examination  of  the  records  of  some  show  that  they 
have  listed  Delano  as  an  address  whereas  their  base  of 
operations  was  elsewhere.  For  instance,  Mary  Humphrey 
is  Mary  Frances  Humphrey,  whose  home  address  was 
41  Files  of  Kern  County  Sheriff’s  office. 
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1021  West  17th  Street,  Los  Angeles.  She  had  been  active 
in  civil  rights  demonstrations  there  and  was  arrested 
March  10,  1965,  for  a post  office  sit-in.  The  case  was  later 
dismissed.42 

Sibley  Blackwood  Cogswell,  Mill  Valley,  took  part  in  a 
Vietnam  Day  Committee  march  in  Berkeley  on  November 
20, 1965 — about  a month  later  than  the  above  arrest.43 

Selden  Leroy  Osborne,  1149  Clayton  Street,  San  Fran- 
cisco, born  May  13,  1911,  in  Bisbee,  Arizona,  started  his 
leftist  career  in  1935  when  he  was  a delegate  representing 
the  Student  League  for  Industrial  Democracy  (SLID)  at 
the  American  Youth  Congress  in  July.  In  1962  he  was 
listed  as  a member  of  the  General  Strike  for  Peace,  and 
the  Volkswagen  registered  to  his  wife,  Lili,  was  present 
at  the  San  Francisco  City  Hall  demonstration  staged  by 
the  Vietnam  Day  Committee.44 

Bob  Rita,  who  had  not  intended  to  get  the  publicity  of 
an  arrest,  has  been  active  from  the  beginning  of  the 
AWOC  strike,  at  which  time  he  was  living  with  Larry 
Itliong  and  driving  Hector  Abeytia’s  car.  When  he  was 
arrested  he  told  the  arresting  officer  he  was  a representa- 
tive of  Professor  John  Leggett  of  the  University  of  Cali- 
fornia, Berkeley.  Later,  Mrs.  Ann  Draper  brought  him 
to  the  bay  area  where  he  set  up  the  Berkeley  Boycott 
Committee  to  conduct  boycott  activities  against  the  prod- 
ucts of  the  struck  Delano  growers.  Also,  he  became 
chairman  of  another  organization  set  up  for  the  same 
purpose,  the  Agricultural  Labor  Support  Committee,  568 
47th  Street,  Oakland.45 

1965 — October  19 : Cesar  Chavez  spoke  at  a noon  rally  on 
the  steps  of  Sproul  Hall,  University  of  California, 
Berkeley,  the  traditional  spot  for  student  political 
activities.  With  him  was  Wendy  Goepel.  He  told  of 
the  arrest  of  strikers  in  Delano,  which  was  only  then 
taking  place,  and  collected  money  from  the  audience. 

42  Los  Angeles  County  Sheriff’s  office  records. 

43  Kern  County  Sheriff’s  office  records. 

44 Proceedings  AYC,  July  13,  1935;  Circular  of  organization,  Nov.  5, 
1962 ; on-spot  check  of  cars  at  demonstration. 

45  Announcement  of  Agricultural  Labor  Support  Committee,  June  1, 
1966,  passed  out  on  Berkeley  campus. 
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Thus  we  see  that  the  strike  “movement”  was  spreading 
beyond  the  southern  San  Joaquin  Valley.  By  November  it 
was  on  the  waterfront  in  San  Francisco  where  supporters 
picketed  boats  loading  Delano  grapes ; in  Los  Angeles  the 
Emergency  Committee  to  Aid  Farm  Workers,  headed  by 
Frank  Paz,  collected  16  carloads  of  food  and  clothing  for 
the  strikers  and  brought  more  volunteers  in  a caravan 
of  cars.  Donations  poured  in.46  National  news  services  and 
news  magazines  were  giving  coverage  to  the  strike.  There 
were  songs  and  festivities  on  the  strike  scene  as  emotion 
ran  high:  “We  Shall  Overcome”  mingled  with  passionate 
and  tragic  Mexican  songs — “the  movement”  had  estab- 
lished itself  and  was  carrying  the  name  of  Delano  across 
the  country,  not  only  in  the  liberal  and  labor  press,  but  in 
metropolitan  daily  newspapers,  on  the  radio  and  television 
news  programs  and  in  the  large  circulation  weekly  news 
magazines. 

But  what  of  the  little  city  of  Delano  and  the  residents 
who  were  not  caught  up  in  the  emotional  storm  of  Huelga 
and  “We  Shall  Overcome”?  Files  of  the  Delano  Record 
show  that  they  were  not  liking  it.  An  organization,  Citi- 
zens Committee  for  Facts  from  Delano,  was  set  up  and 
began  circulating  a newsletter  to  tell  the  other  side,  not 
necessarily  that  of  the  growers,  who  were  suffering  finan- 
cially from  the  strike,  but  of  the  citizens  in  Delano  who 
resented  being  overrun  by  civil  rights  workers  from  out- 
side the  area.  This  opposition  was  slow  in  awakening, 
slow  in  collecting  facts  and  disseminating  them.  The 
strikers  and  their  propagandists  outdistanced  them  in 
the  first  part  of  the  race,  therefore,  they  were  not  making 
themselves  heard  to  any  extent  during  the  period  we  have 
covered. 

So  far  as  the  growers  were  concerned,  they  were  some- 
what more  articulate  and  were  working  as  individuals 
and  through  the  Council  of  California  Growers  on  the 
state  and  national  level  and  through  the  Delano  Commu- 
nity Citizens  League  locally.  DiGiorgio  and  Schenley,  in 
particular,  were  getting  their  side  of  the  picture  before 
the  public  but  not  to  the  degree  that  the  strikers  were. 
46  Huelga,  op.  cit.,  p.  115. 
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Beturning  to  our  chronology,  we  find: 

1965 — October  30:  Louise  Berman  and  Barbara  Garson 
were  among  the  visitors  at  AWOC.  They  signed  the 
visitors  register  on  page  154.  (See  Exhibit  VII,  p. 
179.) 

Louise  Bransten  Berman  is  no  stranger  to  our  reports. 
We  had  her  before  our  committee  in  1941,  at  which  time 
she  admitted  that  she  was  the  secretary  of  the  Civil 
Bights  Council  for  Northern  California,  and  used  the 
facilities  of  the  People's  World  to  distribute  a pamphlet 
she  had  written  for  the  Civil  Bights  Council.  To  sum  up 
our  findings  we  stated  on  page  97  of  our  1943  report: 
“The  testimony  of  Louise  B.  Bransten  left  no  doubt  in 
the  minds  of  your  committee  as  to  her  Communist  Party 
relationship  and  of  the  Communist  domination  of  the  so- 
called  Civil  Bights  Council  of  Northern  California.” 

We  have  had  no  occasion  to  change  our  minds.  We 
have  dealt  with  Mrs.  Berman,  as  Louise  B.  Bransten  in 
our  reports  of  1948,  1949,  1951,  1953,  and  1961. 

Barbara  Garson,  wife  of  Marvin  Garson,  was  one  of 
the  leaders  of  the  Berkeley  Free  Speech  Movement  in 
1964  and  1965,  as  was  her  husband.  Both  were  arrested 
during  the  invasion  of  Sproul  Hall.  Mrs.  Garson  has 
been  much  in  the  news  recently  because  of  her  play,  a 
satire  on  Macbeth,  and  titled  MacBird,  which  lampoons 
the  Kennedy  assassination,  and  makes  the  assertion  in 
pseudo-Shakespearean  language  that  President  Johnson 
arranged  the  murder.  FBI  Director  J.  Edgar  Hoover 
has  declared  that  this  play  is  “a  satirical  piece  of  trash 
which  maliciously  defames  the  President  of  our  country 
and  insinuates  that  he  murdered  his  predecessor.”  This 
production  will  have  been  seen  in  San  Francisco  by  the 
time  this  report  is  issued,  and  has  been  adopted  as  a text 
by  six  universities.47 

On  the  Berkeley  campus  the  American  Federation  of 
Teachers,  both  Local  1474  (faculty)  and  1570  (teaching 
assistants)  were  holding  cocktail  parties  and  rallies  and 
collecting  funds  for  the  Delano  strikers.  Food,  clothing 
and  toys  were  also  collected  to  provide  for  all  members 
of  strikers’  families  at  Christmastime.  A Ford  pickup 
truck  registered  to  Albert  J.  Lima,  chairman  of  the  Com- 
47  MacBird,  by  Barbara  Garson,  Grassy  Knolls  Press,  New  York,  1966. 
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munist  Party,  Northern  California  Division,  was  seen  at 
the  strike  scene.  He  later  testified  before  the  California 
Senate  Pactfinding  Committee  on  Agriculture,  July  19, 
1966,  that  the  vehicle  had  been  driven  by  his  daughter, 
Margaret,  who  was  taking  toys  to  the  strikers’  children 
for  Christmas. 

Police  Captain  A1  Espinosa  of  Delano,  who  is  a board 
member  of  the  Community  Service  Organization  with 
which  Cesar  Chavez  had  been  connected  before  he  left  to 
create  the  NFWA,  stated  that  Chavez  and  the  NFWA 
were  not  representative  of  the  Mexican-American  com- 
munity in  Delano  and  that  several  other  groups,  such  as 
the  Latin-American  Citizens  Association  and  the  Com- 
munity Service  Organization,  were  better  accepted.  He 
declared : 

“Whereas  Cesar  Chavez  would  change  the  whole 
[social]  structure  and  have  the  Mexican  ‘go  it  alone’ 
apart  from  existing  systems;  LACA,  CSO,  etc., 
would  use  these  institutions  to  break  down  the  bar- 
riers that  exist  between  the  Mexican-American  and 
the  Anglo  by  self-improvement  and  increased  under- 
standing.” 

Captain  Espinosa  contrasted  Chavez  and  Larry  Itliong 
in  the  following  manner: 

“Chavez  wants  group  identification,  and  he  wants 
the  recognition  of  being  the  benefactor  in  bringing 
this  about  . . . [whereas]  Larry  Itliong  wants  rec- 
ognition of  the  union  [AWOC].  He  wants  a 20-cent 
raise,  not  social  recognition.” 

He  further  pointed  out  that  it  appeared  that  Chavez 
wants  revolution  and  that  the  CSO,  from  which  he 
resigned,  wants  evolution.  (See  previous  reference  to 
Chavez’  own  statements  in  F (imparts  magazine  article.) 

1965 — November  6:  There  were  three  pages  of  names  in 
the  AWOC  guest  register  (176-178),  and  the  events 
of  the  day  showed  that  Tim  Sullivan,  5599  Corwin 
Lane,  Riverside,  brought  a truckload  of  food  and 
clothing,  as  well  as  cash.  With  him  were  a number 
of  University  of  California,  Riverside,  students  in- 
cluding Floyd  Sweet,  CORE,  Riverside. 
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Later  in  the  day  a United  Auto  Workers  caravan 
arrived  from  Fremont  bringing  “food,  clothing  and 
fund.”  (Sic.)  Heading  the  caravan  was  Pete  Soto, 
UAW  Local  1364  delegate  to  the  Alameda  Central 
Labor  Council.  Other  members  of  the  caravan  were : 
Charles  Chavez,  who  arrived  two  hours  ahead  of  the 
caravan;  Virginia  Kiezel,  Fremont;  Manual  Sun- 
shine, San  Francisco;  Saul  Wachter,  UAW  member 
with  Mrs.  Billie  Wachter  and  son  Matthew  Wachter; 
Daniel  Soto,  son  of  a UAW  member,  and  Tom  Eagle. 

Also  there  were  Tom  Sanders,  Socialist  Workers 
Party,  Berkeley;  Hal  Verb,  Socialist  Workers  Party, 
San  Francisco;  Professor  John  Leggett,  Berkeley; 
Gumela  Newton,  Berkeley;  John  Maguey,  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  others.  (See  Exhibit  VIII,  pages  180,  181, 
182.) 

A number  of  interesting  names  are  brought  to  light 
here.  In  regard  to  the  “fund”  brought  by  the  UAW  dele- 
gation, our  chronological  entry  of  December  16  shows 
that  UAW  President  Walter  Reuther  pledged  $5,000  a 
month  to  the  strike.  Some  reports  indicate  that  it  was 
for  NFWA,  others  that  it  was  to  be  shared  by  both 
striking  unions. 

The  names  of  Saul  and  Billie  Wachter  have  consider- 
able significance.  Both  should  be  familiar  to  readers  of 
these  reports.  In  1949,  Billie  was  an  instructor  in  the 
California  Labor  School,  East  Bay  Branch,  along  with 
such  Communist  Party  members  as  Holland  Roberts, 
Roscoe  Proctor,  Celeste  Strack  and  others.48 

In  our  1953  report  we  gave  detailed  background  infor- 
mation on  Saul  Wachter  (pages  277,  279  and  282),  bring- 
ing this  up  to  date  in  the  1961  report,49  giving  details 
leading  up  to  the  incident  with  his  son,  Douglas  Wach- 
ter (now  an  employee  of  the  University  of  California), 
which  precipitated  the  San  Francisco  City  Hall  riot  at 
the  hearing  of  the  House  Committee  on  Un-American 
Activities  in  May  1960.  In  1959,  Saul,  Douglas  and  Mrs. 
Billie  Wachter  were  delegates  to  the  Communist  Party 
National  Convention  in  St.  Nicholas  Arena,  New  York.50 

48  1949  report,  pp.  429-432. 

49  1961  report,  pages  24,  28,  29,  30,  31,  32,  and  167. 

50  1963  report,  p.  155. 
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We  do  not  wish  to  imply  that  all  members  of  this 
UAW  caravan,  or  other  persons  signing  the  AWOC  reg- 
ister on  that  day  were  subversive.  The  hard  fact  remains, 
however,  that  three  seasoned  Communists  were  in  Delano 
at  strike  headquarters  on  that  date,  and  the  records  show 
that  Wachter  and  his  party  remained  through  the  fol- 
lowing day.51 

Hal  Verb  and  Tom  Sanders,  of  the  Socialist  Workers 
Party,  have  been  active  in  Trotskyist  (SWP)  circles  for 
some  time,  the  former  having  contributed  articles  to  its 
official  publication,  The  Militant , and  also  to  the  Berkeley 
Bari >.52 

1965 — December  12:  The  Delano  grape  strike  is  now  na- 
tionwide; SNCC  announced  a cross-country,  all-out 
boycott  of  Schenley  products,  with  pickets  at  stores 
handling  those  products  in  New  York,  Chicago  and 
other  major  cities  of  the  country,  as  well  as  those 
throughout  California. 

While  a number  of  unions  have  used  the  boycott  as  a 
means  to  force  an  employer  to  accede  to  their  demands, 
it  is  regarded  as  unethical  and  generally  frowned  upon 
by  the  AFL-CIO  leadership.  However,  the  fact  that  an 
organization  outside  the  union  organized  and  carried  out 
this  boycott  is  a complete  departure  from  union  practices. 
This  was  the  beginning  of  the  ununionlike  actions  of 
NFWA  which  forced  veteran  union  organizer  Ben  Gines 
out  of  the  merged  AWOC  and  NFWA  organization.53 

1965 — December  16:  Walter  Reutlier,  president  of  the 
United  Auto  Workers  Union  and  vice  president  of 
the  AFL-CIO,  visited  Delano  and  pledged  $5,000  a 
month  to  NFWA  for  as  long  as  it  takes  to  win  this 
strike. 

Reutlier  accompanied  Chavez  and  a number  of  the 
NFWA  activists  on  a noisy  and  emotion-fraught  parade 
through  Delano,  was  photographed  with  Chavez  and  gen- 
erally lent  his  prestige  to  “la  causa ” of  the  NFWA.54 

51  Kern  County  Sheriff’s  records. 

52  The  Militant,  Nov.  22, 1965 ; Berkeley  Barb,  Oct.  7 and  21, 1966. 

53  Gines  interview  by  committee  agent. 

54  Pictures,  reports,  Kern  County  Sheriff’s  office. 
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1965 — December  17 : Three  pickets  protesting  the  loading 
of  Delano  grapes  onto  a Sweden-bound  boat  at  Pier 
37,  San  Francisco,  were  arrested  for  interfering  with 
traffic.  Those  arrested  were  J ames  Bennett,  Oakland, 
who  gave  his  profession  as  writer;  David  L.  Goines, 
Berkeley,  and  Professor  John  C.  Leggett,  University 
of  California,  Berkeley.  ILWU  longshoremen  re- 
fused to  load  the  grapes,  which  were  returned. 

David  L.  Goines  was  one  of  the  group  of  students  at 
the  University  of  California,  Berkeley,  whose  actions 
initiated  the  Free  Speech  Movement.  He  was  active 
throughout  the  life  of  the  FSM  and  was  one  of  those 
arrested  at  the  Sproul  Hall  sit-in  on  December  3,  1964.55 
As  of  August,  1966,  he  was  employed  by  the  Berkeley 
Free  Press  which  prints  handbills  and  literature  for  left- 
wing  endeavors  in  the  East  Bay. 

1965 — December  27 : About  30  longshoremen  of  the 
International  Longshoremen’s  & Warehousemen’s 
Union  (ILWU),  San  Francisco,  refused  to  load  Di- 
Giorgio  grapes  on  a Norwegian  freighter  at  the  Oak- 
land pier.  About  20  pickets  from  Citizens  for  Farm 
Labor  blocked  the  loading.  Six  were  arrested.56 

With  respect  to  Citizens  for  Farm  Labor,  we  find  it 
working  even  closer  with  NFWA  and  tfie  civil  rights 
groups  than  at  the  beginning,  although  it  has  been  from 
the  first  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  movement  initiated  by 
Chavez.  The  January  1966  issue  of  its  publication  Farm 
Labor  provides  the  following  information  on  page  3: 

“CFL  (Citizens  for  Farm  Labor)  and  SNCC 
(Student  Nonviolent  Coordinating  Committee)  and 
the  [National]  Farm  Workers  Association,  cospon- 
sored a conference  in  Fresno,  December  11-12  [1965], 
in  an  effort  to  work  out  a system  of  improved  com- 
munication between  the  arms  of  the  farm  labor  move- 
ment . . . 

“At  least  60  persons,  representing  30  different 
organizations,  attended.  Among  other  things,  it  was 
decided  that  a ‘clearinghouse’  of  information  be 

55  1 965  report,  p.  106. 

56  Police  records. 
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maintained  by  the  Student  Committee  on  Agricul- 
tural Workers  at  Sacramento  State  College  . . 

Address  was  given  as  Student  Committee,  care  of 
-Department  of  Social  Work,  Sacramento  State  Col- 
lege, 6000  J Street,  Sacramento. 


Also  we  find  a new  and  expanded  executive  committee 
of  CFL  listed  on  the  last  page  of  the  publication.  It  is : 


‘ ‘ Executive  Committee  : 


Henry  Anderson,  Chairman 
Arthur  Brunwasser, 

Vice  Chairman 
Ann  Draper 
Bennett  Mann 
Robert  Callagy 


Dorothy  Kauffman 
Joan  London 
Robert  Mang 
Wendy  Goepel 
Elizabeth  Schorske 
Kathy  Lynch.” 


Robert  Callagy,  who  stated  he  was  a carpenter,  32,  of 
1529  Bonita  Avenue,  Berkeley,  was  among  members  of 
the  Committee  for  Non-Violent  Action  (West)  who  were 
arrested  March  23,  1965,  at  the  Oakland  Army  Terminal 
for  trying  to  stop  a shipment  of  U.S.  war  materiel  to 
South  Vietnam.  He  has  since  been  arrested  a number  of 
times  in  other  such  demonstrations. 

There  are  a number  of  new  names  on  the  CFL  Ad- 
visory Board,  among  them:  Rev.  Booker  T.  Anderson, 
Bud  Aronson,  Hon.  Willie  Brown,  Clive  Knowles,  Rev. 
Walter  Press,  Harry  Rasmussen,  Attorney  Howard  Rich- 
ards, Father  Ralph  Duggan,  Edward  Dutton,  Michael 
Harrington,  Hon.  Henry  Gonzales,  Leonard  Levy,  Pro- 
fessor Jack  London,  Maria  Moreno,  William  O’Rear, 
Violet  Rotan,  Gilbert  (Bud)  Simonson  and  Donald  Vial. 

Clive  Knowles  has  been  active  in  Delano,  and  Howard 
Richards  was  mentioned  previously  as  one  whom  Cesar 
Chavez  asked  strikers  to  “listen  to.”  Donald  Vial  now 
heads  the  Center  for  Labor  Research  and  Education  at 
the  University  of  California,  Berkeley.57 

As  of  the  1st  of  January  1966  there  were  many  organi- 
zations, only  a few  of  which  were  in  the  union  category, 
which  were  active  in  some  capacity  in  the  Delano  grape 


From  mailing  piece  announcement  of  a symposium  on  farm  problems 
at  Bei’keley  Little  Theatre,  October  7-8,  1966. 


UN-AMERICAN  ACTIVITIES  IN  CALIFORNIA 


41 


strike  “movement.”  The  list,  supplied  by  the  Kern 
County  Sheriff’s  office  from  on-the-spot  observation,  is  as 
follows : 

American  Friends  Service  Committee — AFSC 
American  Federation  of  Teachers,  several  locals 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union — ACLU 
Americans  for  Democratic  Action — ADA 
Ban  the  Bomb 

Black  Mountain  School,  Los  Gatos 

California  Democratic  Council — CDC 

Citizens  for  Farm  Labor  (Berkeley  and  Carmel) 

Christian  Brothers  Teaching  Order 

College  Park  Friends,  San  Jose 

Detroit  Archdiocesan  Council  of  Catholic  Women 

East  Oakland  Parish 

Fresno  Council  for  Civic  Unity — FCCU 

Fresno  Democratic  Association 

Farm  Workers  Opportunity  Project,  Oxnard 

FWA  Rent  Fund,  Santa  Barbara 

Human  Relations  Council  of  Southern  California 

Indonesian  Community  Center,  San  Francisco 

Kern  Council  for  Civic  Unity — KCCU 

Mexican  Civic  Committee,  Fresno 

Math  Section,  University  of  California,  Berkeley 

Mexican- American  Leadership  Conference, 

Summerland 

Negro  Political  Action  Association,  Fresno 
Pleasant  Hills  Human  Rights  Commission 
Revolutionary  Confederation  of  Trade  & Farm  Work- 
ers’ Organizations — CROC  (Mexico) 

San  Jose  State  College  Student  Representatives 
Social  Workers  Union,  Local  535,  Los  Angeles 
Student  Friends  of  the  Agricultural  Workers 
Vietnam  Day  Committee — VDC 
Welfare  Rights  Organization,  Oakland. 

1966 — January  30:  A Volkswagen,  1960,  License  BTN- 
395,  and  registered  to  Roscoe  and  Virginia  Proctor, 
1919  Oregon  Street,  Berkeley,  was  observed  in  De- 
lano near  AWOC  headquarters.58  : 

58  Kern  County  Sheriff’s  office  official  records. 
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Roscoe  Proctor  hardly  needs  to  be  introduced.  In  1949 
he  was  an  instructor  in  the  East  Bay  Branch  of  the  Cali- 
fornia Labor  School,  as  we  stated  previously  in  this  re- 
port, At  present,  to  make  our  story  brief,  he  is  a member 
of  the  National  Committee  (of  80  members)  of  the  Com- 
munist Party,  U.S.A.,  having  been  elected  to  that  position 
at  the  Communist  Party  Convention  in  New  York  in  June 
1966.  In  other  words,  he,  Albert  J.  (Mickey)  Lima,  and 
Dorothy  Healey  of  Los  Angeles,  are  the  “ranking”  func- 
tionaries of  the  Communist  Party  in  California.  All 
belong  to  the  National  Committee.59 

While  the  presence  of  Proctor’s  car  does  not  conclu- 
sively prove  he  was  on  the  scene,  it  is  reasonable  to  assume 
that  he,  his  wife,  Virginia  McGucken  Proctor,  or  some 
very  close  ally  was  there.  In  any  case,  it  definitely  shows 
more  than  passing  interest  of  the  Communist  Party  in  the 
strike  at  Delano.  And  on  that  subject,  we  have  previously 
mentioned  the  presence  of  Sam  Kushner  and  his  photog- 
rapher, Harvey  Richards,  of  the  People’s  World  on  the 
scene.  The  fact  that  an  almost  constant  stream  of  articles, 
many  of  which  are  bylined  by  Kushner,  in  the  publication 
which  is  the  organ  of  the  Communist  Party  on  the  West 
Coast,  indicates  party  interest  beyond  the  point  of  mere 
reporting.  Kushner  was  a close  associate  and  confidant  of 
Larry  Itliong,  first  head  of  AWOC,  now  the  second  in 
command  of  the  merged  organization,  United  Farm 
Workers  Organizing  Committee  (UFWOC).  With  re- 
spect to  Kushner,  we  quote  from  a statement  of  J.  Edgar 
Hoover.  The  Hall  referred  to  is  Gus  Hall,  general  secre- 
tary of  the  U.S.A.,  and  the  paragraph  deals  with  an  intra- 
party  struggle  between  Hall  on  one  side  and  James  Tor- 
mev,  Sam  Kushner  and  Paul  Novick  on  the  other.  Quote: 

“Hall’s  control  was  strengthened  by  the  defeat  in 
the  conventional  balloting  for  the  national  committee 
of  several  party  veterans  who  have  not  been  seeing 
‘eye  to  eye’  with  the  leadership — veterans  such  as 

r’9  Statement  by  J.  Edgar  Hoover,  FBI,  to  the  Subcommittee  to  Investi- 
gate the  Administration  of  the  Internal  Security  Laws  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  United  States  Senate,  concerning  the  18th 
National  Convention  of  the  Communist  Partv,  U.S.A.,  June  22-26, 
1966,  p.  10. 
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James  Tormey  (New  York),  Sam  Kushner  (Califor- 
nia), and  Paul  Novick,  editor  of  the  Morning  Frei- 
heit.  ...” 

Thus  we  see  that  with  Kushner  defeated  and  the  pro- 
Hall  Roscoe  Proctor  elected  to  the  national  committee, 
they  belonged  to  different  factions  of  the  CPUS  A at  the 
time  Proctor  visited  Delano.  This  could  mean  a tug  of 
war  within  the  Communist  Party  for  influence  in  the 
Delano  grape  strike,  or  it  could  mean  that,  warring  com- 
rades laid  aside  their  differences  to  collaborate  on  the 
matter  of  the  strike.  Whatever  the  case  might  have  been, 
it  is  apparent  that  this  was  not  just  another  Volkswagen 
passing  through. 

1966 — February:  Cesar  Chavez  traveled  to  Washington, 

D.C.,  for  a series  of  meetings  with  legislators  and 
strike  supporters.  See  Exhibit  IX,  letter  of  Harold 
Barrett,  Jr.,  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor,  Bu- 
reau of  Apprenticeship  and  Training,  Washington, 
D.C.,  dated  January  14, 1966,  directed  to  Mrs.  Dolores 
Huerta,  then  in  El  Paso,  Texas,  with  respect  to  air- 
plane tickets — to  be  paid  for  by  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Labor — for  the  use  of  someone  from  Delano,  Cali- 
fornia, to  Washington,  D.C. 

1966 — February  5 : Meeting  to  support  the  Delano  strike, 
8 :30  p.m.,  846  Solano  Avenue,  Albany,  California,  to 
hear  H.  L.  Mitchell,  cofounder  of  the  Southern  Ten- 
ant Farmers’  Union,  promotional  handbills  for  which 
were  distributed  on  University  of  California,  Berke- 
ley, campus  by  the  Student  Committee  for  Agricul- 
tural Labor  and  the  Agricultural  Labor  Support 
Committee.60 

1966 — February  20 : Governor  Brown  promised  he  would 

go  to  Delano  and  give  the  grape  strike  his  first  hand 
attention. 

1966 — February  21 : Herman  Gallegos  (who  in  1964  had 

been  named  San  Francisco’s  Outstanding  Young 
Man),  announced  he  was  quitting  San  Francisco’s 
antipoverty  council,  resigning  as  chairman  of  the 
00  From  handbill  picked  up  on  Berkeley  campus. 
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State  Commission  on  Compensatory  Education,  but 
will  keep  bis  job  as  bead  of  a youtb  opportunities 
center,  and  will  organize  a committee  and  seek  dona- 
tions to  support  Delano  grape  strikers  and  to  make 
tbe  boycott  against  Delano  growers’  products  effec- 
tive. 

Herman  Gallegos  was  one  of  tbe  organizers  of  Citizens 
for  Farm  Labor,  and  bis  name  appears  on  tbe  letterhead 
wliicb  we  previously  mentioned.  We  mention  bim  on 
pages  191  and  192  of  our  1963  report  as  having  taught 
a course,  “How  Fair  Employment?”  at  tbe  1961  session 
of  tbe  Encampment  for  Citizenship.  Paul  Jacobs,  who 
wrote  glowingly  of  Cesar  Chavez  and  tbe  NFWA  in  tbe 
July  1966  Ramparts  Magazine  (p.  39),  and  who  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  Citizens  for  Farm  Labor,  was  also 
present  at  tbe  encampment.01 

1966 — February  24:  A showing  of  the  motion  picture, 
Salt  of  the  Earth , is  scheduled  by  SLATE,  to  bene- 
fit tbe  Delano  strikers.  To  be  shown  on  tbe  Univer- 
sity of  California,  Berkeley,  campus.62 

SLATE,  which  we  have  mentioned  in  our  1961,  1963, 
1965  and  1966  reports,  has  been  established  as  an  ultra- 
radical student  organization  on  tbe  Berkeley  campus.  Tbe 
motion  picture  to  be  shown  was  produced  in  New  Mexico 
in  1953  by  Herbert  Biberman,  and  it  dealt  with  a strike 
by  tbe  International  Union  of  Mine,  Mill  and  Smelter 
Workers.  Biberman  was  identified  as  a Communist  Party 
member  by  an  ex-Communist,  as  reported  in  our  first, 
1943,  report  (pp.  124,  129),  and  later  was  one  of  tbe 
so-called  Hollywood  Ten  who  defied  the  House  Committee 
on  Un-American  Activities.  Tbe  Mine,  Mill  and  Smelter 
Workers  Union  was  dominated  by  Communists  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  the  incident  depicted  in  the  picture 
was  contorted  into  Communist  propaganda.63 

At  this  juncture,  tbe  evidence  shows  that  tbe  Delano 
grape  strike  was  of  exceptional  interest  to  tbe  Communist 
Party  and  tbe  leftists  who  supported  it.  We  have  not 

01  See  discussion  of  Encampment  for  Citizenship  and  its  propaganda  in 

1963  Report,  pp.  190-194. 

02  Support  the  Strike  handbill;  also  People’s  World,  Feb.  26,  1966. 

03  1951  Report,  p.  267,  and  our  1963  Report,  p.  117  regarding  Commu- 

nist domination  of  the  Mine,  Mill  and  Smelter  Workers  Union. 
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said,  that  the  strike  was  directed  by  Communists,  but  it 
was  turned  into  a civil  rights  “ movement,”  and  operated 
as  a cause,  not  a labor  dispute.  This  view  is  amply  sup- 
ported by  the  activity  of  known  members  of  the  Com- 
munist Party  who  were  on  the  scene  and  aiding  the  strike 
almost  from  its  inception ; by  the  favorable  accounts  that 
consistently  appeared  in  the  Communist  press;  by  the 
participation  in  strike  demonstrations  of  such  organiza- 
tions as  the  DuBois  Clubs  of  America;  Students  for  a 
Democratic  Society;  Progressive  Labor  Party;  Vietnam 
Day  Committee,  Trotskyite  groups  and  other  organiza- 
tions moved  by  similar  objectives;  by  the  reports  of  all 
law  enforcement  agencies  connected  with  the  subject.  For 
example,  see  Exhibit  XX,  p.  196. 

National  Interest 

By  the  end  of  1965,  prominent  citizens  of  Delano  as 
well  as  the  growers  were  becoming  aroused  over  what 
was  happening  to  their  community.  Church  members 
were  alarmed  and  offended  by  some  of  the  actions  of 
ministers  on  behalf  of  the  strike,  some  of  whom  had  been 
arrested  on  the  “ Christian  Day  of  Determination,”  men- 
tioned previously. 

A group  in  Stockton  operating  under  the  name  of 
PACTS,  published  a mimeographed  bulletin,  Focus , in 
January.  We  cite  this  only  as  an  example  to  the  reaction 
of  the  strike. 

“Ministers  of  the  Gospel  continue  to  be  the  greatest 
source  of  ‘dupes’  for  the  socialistic  and  Communistic 
manipulators.  Rushing  pellmell  into  areas  even  the  an- 
gels fear  to  tread,  these  gullible  ‘do-gooders’  are  being 
constantly  used  to  provide  what  is  considered  a ‘respect- 
able front’  to  disturbances  far  removed  from  ‘social 
concerns’  ....  Buried  among  these  dupes  are  the  hard 
core  fronters  . . . and  it  is  these  black  sheep  that  lead 
the  white  sheep  into  strange  fields  ...” 

Some  of  the  statements  in  the  bulletin  were  much 
stronger. 

Citizens  for  Facts  from  Delano,  headed  by  Mrs.  Kath- 
erine Cesare,  continued  to  be  active  in  the  area.  They 
vociferously  protested  the  $267,887  Office  of  Economic 
Opportunity  grant  that  had  been  made  to  the  Xational 
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Farm  Workers  Association,  and  circulated  a letter  ad- 
dressed to  Delano  citizens  urging  them  to  protest  the 
grant  to  both  President  Johnson  and  Sargent  Shriver, 
head  of  the  Office  of  Economic  Opportunity. 

The  Council  of  California  Growers,  in  reporting  Her- 
man Gallegos’  resignation  from  the  San  Francisco  pov- 
erty program  to  devote  more  time  to  the  Delano  strike, 
said  Gallegos’  announcement  drew  immediate  support 
from  the  Student  Non-Violent  Coordinating  Committee 
and  “local  Presbyterian  and  Episcopal  Churches.”  The 
council  commented  that  Gallegos’  action  indicated  the 
strange  turn  of  events  that  have  converted  a labor  dis- 
turbance into  a civil  rights  demonstration.  The  council 
added:  “Gallegos’  charges  of  poverty  in  Delano  have 
been  disputed  by  every  welfare  agency,  public  and  pri- 
vate, in  the  area.” 

A plea  was  sent  by  a prominent  citizen  of  Delano  to 
the  House  Committee  on  Un-American  Activities,  urging 
that  body  to  investigate  the  alleged  subversive  influences 
in  the  strike,  but  to  date  that  body  has  taken  no  action. 

In  March  1966,  a U.S.  Senate  subcommittee  on  migra- 
tory labor,  headed  by  Senator  Harrison  Williams  Jr.,  of 
New  Jersey,  held  hearings  at  Sacramento,  Visalia  and 
Delano.  The  other  members  of  this  subcommittee  were 
Senators  George  Murphy  of  California  and  Robert  F. 
Kennedy  of  New  York.  Testimony  was  given  by  growers, 
labor  leaders  and  churchmen,  as  well  as  by  law  enforce- 
ment officers  and  strike  leaders,  including  Cesar  Chavez. 
The  main  attention  of  the  subcommittee  became  centered 
on  the  living  conditions  of  migratory  farm  workers,  and 
the  outcome  was  a recommendation  for  a cleanup  at  farm 
camps. 

Both  Schenley  and  DiGiorgio  presented  white  papers 
to  the  Senate  subcommittee,  and  on  pages  1 and  2 of  the 
Schenley  document,  dated  March  16,  1966,  we  find  state- 
ments regarding  the  strike  issue: 

“Although  both  the  Agricultural  Workers  Organ- 
izing Committee,  herein  called  ‘AWOC’  and  the 
National  Farm  Workers  Association,  herein  called 
‘NFWA,’  each  claimed  to  represent  a majority  of 
Schenley  workers  and  requested  that  Schenley  nego- 
tiate with  each  of  said  unions  individually  concerning 
wages  and  working  conditions,  Schenley  declined  . . . 
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because  neither  is  the  bargaining  agent  for  our  em- 
ployees. To  the  best  of  our  knowledge  none  of  our 
employees  belong  to  either  of  said  groups  . . .” 

The  paper  continues,  telling  of  a visit  of  representa- 
tives of  the  California  State  Department  of  Employment 
on  September  28,  1965,  saying  that,  of  29  individuals  who 
claimed  to  belong  to  some  labor  organization  while  em- 
ployed at  Schenley,  it  was  found  that  23  of  them  had  not 
been  on  the  payroll  at  any  time  during  the  period  in 
question,  and  that  five  had  worked  on  the  Delano  ranch 
only  from  four  to  six  days,  and  that  all  had  left. 

“Although  the  exact  number  of  grape  pickers  em- 
ployed on  Schenley ’s  Delano  ranch  during  each  of 
the  said  10  days  varied,  at  all  times  during  the  10-day 
period  Schenley  had  approximately  300  persons  em- 
ployed at  the  Delano  ranch  as  grape  pickers. 

“At  no  time  did  any  of  our  employees  ask  us  to 
recognize  either  of  these  unions.  Schenley  has  never 
declined  to  bargain  with  any  bona  fide  unions  repre- 
senting our  employees.  ...” 

Later  in  this  report  we  shall  bring  out  the  change  in 
Schenley ’s  attitude  after  the  NFWA  boycott  had  been 
in  effect  for  several  months. 

DiGiorgio  approached  the  matter  from  a different 
angle.  We  quote  from  their  White  Paper  presented  to  the 
Senate  Migratory  Labor  Subcommittee: 

“At  the  outset,  DiGiorgio  Fruit  Corporation 
wishes  to  state  that  it,  like  those  outside  groups  who 
have  joined  the  Delano  picket  lines,  is  concerned  with 
the  welfare  and  dignity  of  the  farmworkers.  Di- 
Giorgio recognized  long  ago  that  providing  good 
food,  good  housing  and  decent  wages  is  in  the  best 
interests  of  both  the  worker  and  the  company.  . . . 

“We  at  DiGiorgio  concede  the  good  intentions  of 
religious  leaders,  civil  rights  workers,  college  stu- 
dents and  others  that  have  joined  with  the  Farm 
Workers  Association  and  the  Agricultural  Workers 
Organizing  Committee  in  the  Delano  demonstrations. 
They  are  unquestionably  men  of  good  will.  ...” 
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The  paper  then  provides  statistics  on  DiGiorgio ’s  facil- 
ities, wages  and  opportunity  programs,  and  states  under 
the  heading  of  Collective  Bargaining: 

‘ ‘ DiGiorgio  is  not  opposed  to  unionism  under  con- 
ditions which  assure  the  rights  of  both  parties.  More 
than  1,000  DiGiorgio  employees  are  union  members 
and  we  have  had  years  of  harmonious  accord  with 
numerous  bargaining  units.” 

DiGiorgio  held  out  for  elections  to  determine  the  bar- 
gaining agent  for  its  employees,  and  there  followed  a 
series  of  elections,  interunion  squabbles,  and  arbitration. 
In  the  end,  however,  the  merged  AWOC-NFWA  union 
won  the  election,  and  DiGiorgio  began  negotiating  with  it. 

We  fully  realize  that  the  foregoing  may  appear  tangen- 
tial to  our  main  inquiry,  but  without  including  it  there 
would  be  insufficient  background  for  the  reader  to  under- 
stand the  events  which  followed,  and  which  are  pertinent. 
From  this  point  in  the  developments,  the  strike  takes  a 
bizarre  turn. 

The  Long  March 

Cesar  Chavez  has  proven  himself  to  be  a showman  par 
excellence  on  numerous  occasions,  but  perhaps  his  great- 
est production  was  the  Lenten  Pilgrimage  from  Delano 
to  Sacramento  which  began  on  St,  Patrick’s  Day,  1966, 
and  ended  in  a fiesta  on  Easter  Sunday  (April  10)  at  the 
State  Capitol.  This  affair  was  replete  with  pageantry — 
ragged,  barefoot  farmworkers,  some  with  small  children; 
black-garbed  Catholic  priests  and  nuns;  socially  aroused 
Protestant  ministers ; arrays  of  brightly  colored  banners, 
together  with  crude,  hand-lettered  signs,  and  other  lesser 
banners  floated  over  the  heads  of  the  hundred  or  more 
marchers. 

There  was  a colorful  and  well-publicized  fiesta  at  every 
stop;  Mexican  Americans  in  the  25  towns  along  the  way 
where  stops  were  made  had  been  alerted  by  advance 
agents  of  the  march  to  “make  copy.”  Terry  Cannon,  field 
secretary  for  the  Student  Nonviolent  Coordinating  Com- 
mittee (SNCC)  and  editor  of  its  West  Coast  newspaper, 
The  Movement,  acted  as  press  secretary. 

The  pilgrimage,  which  attempted  to  present  a different 
face  to  each  of  the  widely  divergent  groups  it  sought  to 
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exploit,  apparently  omitted  one  for  unionism.  Ben  Gines, 
who  at  the  time  of  the  march  was  the  vice  president  of 
AWOC,  said  in  a sworn  statement  to  our  committee  that 
both  he  and  the  AFL-CIO  organizer,  A1  Green,  disap- 
proved of  an  amalgamation  of  unionism  and  the  civil 
rights  movement.  “I  believe  in  civil  rights,”  Grines  said, 
‘ ‘but  in  the  right  place.  ’ ’ 

Cannon  proved  himself  to  be  a capable  press  agent  par 
excellence.  Also,  the  pilgrimage  of  poor  Mexican-Ameri- 
can  farmworkers  seeking  “ bread  and  dignity,”  to  quote 
Sam  Kushner,  the  high-ranking  Communist  Party  func- 
tionary who  wrote  feature  articles  for  the  People’s  World, 
made  excellent  copy  for  newspapers  and  provided  color- 
ful pictures  for  TY.  To  use  a publicist’s  phraseology,  the 
pilgrimage  made  every  issue  of  the  metropolitan  daily 
newspapers  of  California  during  the  entire  25-day  period, 
to  say  nothing  of  national  weekly  news  magazines,  na- 
tional TY  networks,  wire  services  and  special  correspond- 
ent reports  in  out-of-state  newspapers.  Time  (March  18, 
1966,  pp.  28,  29)  predicted  great  things  for  Cesar  Chavez; 
overnight  he  became  a national  figure. 

By  this  time  Schenley  had  capitulated,  and  the  second 
largest  grower,  DiGiorgio,  had  offered  the  NFWA  a con- 
tract with  a no-strike  clause  to  cover  the  peak  of  the 
grape-picking  season.  This  Chavez  dramatically  spurned, 
and  announced  that  the  boycott  of  DiGiorgio  products,  al- 
ready begun  on  a nationwide  basis  by  civil  rights  groups, 
would  continue  until  he  obtained  the  settlement  he  wanted. 

No  opportunity  was  overlooked,  insofar  as  we  can  see, 
to  attract  the  press.  There  was  a pretty  nurse  along  to 
minister  to  those  who  faltered  along  the  way  and  to  bind 
sore  and  bleeding  feet  at  each  night’s  caravansary.  She 
was,  incidentally,  Peggy  McGivern,  who  had  walked  on 
the  Delano  picket  lines. 

On  Good  Friday  the  Stations  of  the  Cross  were  set  up 
along  the  way  so  devout  marchers  might  follow  church 
ritual  without  leaving  the  pilgrimage. 

Entertainment  and  refreshments  were  provided.  Skits, 
dances,  songs  and  guitar  music  designed  to  plead  the  case 
of  the  marchers  were  provided  along  the  way  by  the  re- 
cently established  El  Teatro  Campesino , or  Farm  Work- 
ers’ Theater.  This  small  group  of  versatile,  Spanish- 
speaking actors  and  musicians  had  been  trained  by  Luis 
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Valdez,  former  drama  student  at  San  Jose  State  College 
wlio  had  been  with  the  Mime  Troupe  of  San  Francisco  for 
several  months.04  (See  Exhibit  XIX,  p.  195.) 

Before  joining  the  Mime  Troupe,  Valdez  accompanied 
a group  of  students,  mostly  members  of  the  Maoist  Prog- 
ressive Labor  Party,  to  Cuba  in  the  summer  of  1964, 
where  they  remained  for  about  a month  as  guests  of  the 
Castro  government.  Valdez  returned  with  lavish  praise 
for  the  Communist  regime.05 

Governor  Brown  chose  to  spend  Easter  Sunday  at  Palm 
Springs  with  his  family  instead  of  remaining  at  the  Cap- 
itol to  meet  the  marchers,  which  provoked  considerable 
anger  and  resentment  to  those  who  were  emotionally  iden- 
tified with  the  Chavez  cause. 

Citizens  for  Facts  from  Delano,  an  organization  oppos- 
ing the  strike,  collected  and  published  on  a clipsheet  a 
number  of  articles  dealing  with  criticism  of  the  priests 
and  ministers  in  the  march  on  Sacramento.  Bakersfield 
rabbis  opposed  mixing  religion  with  strike  politics,  and  a 
Delano  Baptist  minister  at  Delano  spoke  out  against 
professional  agitators.  He  is  quoted  on  the  undated  clip- 
sheet  as  follows : 

‘ ‘ This  week  marks  the  end  of  five  months  of  one  of 
the  most  vicious  attacks  ever  waged  upon  a com- 
munity in  the  State  of  California. 

“An  effort  to  induce  5,000  farm  workers  in  the 
Delano  area  to  follow  a grandiose  scheme  of  a few 
self-appointed  organizers  has  failed. 

“Due  to  this  failure,  these  same  professional  agi- 
tators are  spearheading  an  array  of  wild  attacks  upon 
a variety  of  respectable,  social-minded  citizens  and 
agencies  in  our  community. 

“These  professional  agitators  along  with  college 
students,  members  of  CORE,  SNCC,  SCAL  (Stu- 
dent Committee  on  Agricultural  Labor),  the  Berke- 
ley Free  Speech  Movement,  the  various  groups  who 
are  protesting  our  aid  to  South  Vietnam,  and  a 
few  misguided  clergymen,  are  attempting  to  depict 

04  See  our  1966  report,  pages  86,  129-133. 

05  HIJAC  Hearings,  Sept.  3,  4,  28,  1965,  Part  V,  p.  2089;  Spark— Chi- 

spa,  October,  1965 ; Ramparts,  July  1966,  and  El  Malcriado,  No. 

28,  Jan.  26,  1966. 
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Delano  as  being  callous  and  indifferent  towards 
members  of  its  community  . . . 

“Delano  is  truly  the  ‘Little  United  Nations’  of 
California.  We  are  proud  of  our  community  and  the 
harmonious  conditions  in  which  the  citizens  live.  ’ ’ 

The  involvement  of  the  migrant  ministry  in  the  Delano 
grape  strike  was  excoriated  in  a letter  to  Bishop  Donald 
H.  Tippett,  resident  bishop  of  the  northern  California 
area  of  the  Methodist  Church  from  the  board  of  the 
Exeter  Methodist  Church  in  Tulare  County. 

In  Santa  Monica,  ministers  and  laymen  of  the  Los 
Angeles  Presbytery  voted  143-122  against  supporting  the 
grape  strike,  a resolution  which  had  been  introduced  by 
Rev.  Wayne  C.  Hartmire,  one  of  the  grape  strike 
leaders. 

The  above  is  but  a small  segment  of  the  tide  of  protest 
against  the  Chavez  pageant  and  the  involvement  of  the 
men  of  the  cloth.  We  have  included  it  here  to  indicate 
that  Chavez  and  his  dwindling  number  of  pilgrimage 
marchers  had  not  totally  swept  the  state  into  their  camp. 
The  march,  however,  received  an  enormous  amount  of 
publicity.  The  commercial  communications  media,  which 
boast  of  their  objectivity  and  ability  to  handle  compli- 
cated subjects  in  depth,  were  notoriously  shallow  and 
uncritical  and  seemed  unprecedentedly  willing  to  substi- 
tute verbiage  for  perception.  And,  of  course,  the  march 
had  the  all-out  support  of  the  Communist  press,  through 
the  People’s  World  and  other  media  they  could  reach. 
The  widespread  publicity  given  the  pilgrimage  was  by 
no  means  a “Communist  plot,”  though  the  Communists — 
as  attested  to  by  the  coverage  given  it  in  not  only  the 
People’s  World , but  also  in  the  pro-Communist  publica- 
tion National  Guardian — contributed  in  no  small  degree. 

Leaders  from  the  Teamsters  Union  were  on  hand  at 
the  Sacramento  demonstration,  and  there  were  others 
from  the  ILWU  in  San  Francisco.  Prominent  Mexican 
American  leaders,  students,  civil  rights  workers,  and 
officeseekers  were  present  to  praise  Chavez  and  his  organ- 
ization. Negro  author  Louis  Lomax  and  James  Forman, 
national  secretary  of  SNCC,  were  scheduled  speakers. 
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Schenley  Industries,  which  had  just  been  brought  to  its 
knees  by  the  NFWA  nationwide  boycott  of  its  products, 
furnished  free  beer  and  liquor. 

Violence  and  Coercion 

The  handbook,  Rules  for  Pickets , issued  to  all  strike 
members  and  volunteers  by  the  National  Farm  Workers 
Association,  insisted  that  “This  is  a totally  nonviolent 
strike.”  (See  Exhibit  IV,  p.  176.)  But  despite  this  laud- 
able gesture,  there  was  a continual  flow  of  strike  propa- 
ganda accusing  the  Delano  Police  Department,  the  Kern 
County  Sheriff’s  office,  the  growers’  guards  and  rival  un- 
ions of  perpetrating  brutality  and  violence  in  all  imagin- 
able forms. 

The  theme  of  “police  brutality”  was  hammered  on 
with  persistent  regularity  in  the  NFWA  publication 
El  Malcriado,  and  in  the  Communist  press.  In  previous 
reports  we  have  pointed  out  that  the  accusation  of  bru- 
tality on  the  part  of  law  enforcement  officers  is  one  of 
the  principal  ingredients  of  the  Communist  propaganda 
machine,  the  effort  to  break  down  respect  for  constituted 
authority,  and  to  wreck  all  semblance  of  disciplinary 
control  (except  their  own).  This  is  one  of  the  basic  tenets 
of  the  party.  We  have  also  stated  in  those  reports  that 
while  the  Communists  and  their  controlled  organizations 
are  constantly  protesting  that  they  never  advocate  or 
employ  force  and  violence,  they  do  precisely  the  opposite. 

On  April  20,  a near  riot  broke  out  on  DiGiorgio ’s  Vista 
Ranch,  sparked  by  an  altercation  between  a guard  and  a 
picket  after  some  70  pickets  converged  on  the  property 
and  became  noisy.  A female  picket  tried  to  make  a citi- 
zen’s arrest  of  the  guard,  whom  she  claimed  had  drawn 
his  gun  on  her.  A free-for-all  ensued.  DiGiorgio  disarmed 
the  guard,  but  the  matter  was  not  dropped. 

The  following  month,  Attorney  Alexander  Hoffman, 
Communist  sympathizer,  filed  a suit  in  the  name  of  the 
National  Farm  Workers  Association  in  Tulare  County 
Superior  Court,  asking  damages  of  $640,000  against  the 
DiGiorgio  Corporation  and  on  behalf  of  several  of  its 
members  who  claimed  to  have  been  assaulted.  The  mem- 
bers involved  were  Ida  Cousino,  Fernando  Velasquez; 
Robert  Morino;  Epifanio  Camacho-Baez,  and  Mike 
Kratko.  Attorneys  for  the  defendant  reported  to  our 
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agent  on  March  10,  1967,  that  there  was  an  agreement  to 
drop  the  suit. 

Mr.  Hoffman  has  been  involved  in  leftist  activities  in 
the  bay  area  for  a number  of  years.  In  May  1949  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Student  Progressive  Association,  which 
lobbied  in  Sacramento  against  the  Loyalty  Oath  Bill;  in 
1961,  following  his  graduation  and  admission  to  the  bar, 
he  became  a member  of  the  National  Lawyers  Guild,  a 
cited  Communist  front;  in  1962,  he  acted  as  counsel  for 
Carl  Granich,  son  of  Isidore  Granich,  known  as  Mike 
Gold,  the  long-time  columnist  and  feature  writer  for  The 
Worker  and  other  Communist  publications. 

In  July  1962  Hoffman  was  an  attorney  on  the  defense 
committee  for  “ Everyman  II,”  a project  promoted  by 
the  Committee  for  Non-Violent  Action  to  send  a small 
boat  into  the  U.S.  nuclear  testing  zone  in  the  Pacific.66 

Following  the  mass  arrests  of  the  800  students  who  re- 
fused to  leave  Sproul  Hall  during  the  Berkeley  demon- 
strations in  December  1964,  Hoffman  was  associated  with 
Malcolm  Burnstein  as  an  attorney  for  the  defense  of  the 
arrestees.  He  also  signed  a statement  with  53  other  “bay 
area  educators  and  civic  leaders  ’ ’ supporting  the  Berkeley 
Campus  Free  Speech  Movement.  He  continued  his  associa- 
tion with  the  Berkeley  campus  community  for  several 
months,  and  in  April  1965  was  a consultant  for  the  Grad- 
uate Coordinating  Committee  at  Berkeley,  an  FSM  mem- 
ber organization,  in  drafting  a “bill  of  rights”  for  stu- 
dents. He  was  assisted  in  this  work  by  Professor  Reginald 
Zelnik  and  Marvin  Garson,  a nonstudent  activist  and  the 
former  FSM  executive  committee  member.  He  is  the  hus- 
band of  Barbara  Garson. 

Hoffman  transferred  his  legal  office  to  Delano,  using 
the  NFWA  headquarters  at  102  Albany  Street,  which 
later  became  his  only  business  address,  although  he  has 
apparently  retained  his  Oakland  residence  at  4416  Har- 
bord  Drive.67 

In  our  1965  report,  page  148,  we  summed  up  Hoffman’s 
record  in  the  following  manner:  “Alex  P.  Hoffman  had 
been  a speaker  for  the  Labor  Youth  League,  young  Com- 
munist component  of  the  party,  has  been  acting  as  an  ad- 
viser for  the  FSM,  has  made  no  effort  to  conceal  his 

66  CNVA  press  handout,  July  11, 1962. 

07  Official  records,  Delano  Police  Department. 
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Marxist  conviction,  and  was  a research  assistant  at  the 
law  center  on  the  Berkeley  campus.  He  recently  trans- 
ferred into  the  Department  of  Speech.  ’ ’ 

It  is,  we  believe,  significant  that  both  Cesar  Chavez  and 
his  union  should  choose  a Communist  sympathizer  and 
Communist  Party  members,  respectively,  to  represent 
them  and  counsel  them  concerning  strike  matters. 

On  April  6,  1966,  while  the  pilgrimage  to  Sacramento 
was  in  progress,  as  well  as  the  beginning  of  a nationwide 
boycott  against  products  of  Delano  grape  growers,  Schen- 
ley  Industries  announced  that  after  several  days  of  dis- 
cussion in  Los  Angeles,  conducted  by  its  negotiator,  Sid- 
ney Korshak,  with  AFL-CIO  national  organizing  director 
William  Kircher,  acting  for  both  AWOC  and  NFWA,  it 
was  recognizing  the  National  Farm  Workers  Association 
(NFWA)  as  the  bargaining  representative  for  the  strik- 
ing grape  pickers  employed  on  its  Delano  properties. 
Cesar  Chavez  sat  in  on  some  of  the  talks — though  sup- 
posedly he  was  marching  at  the  head  of  his  ranks  on  the 
300-mile  road  to  Sacramento. 

On  April  11,  the  day  after  the  gigantic  Easter  festival 
in  Sacramento  which  climaxed  the  pilgrimage,  NFWA  an- 
nounced a nationwide  boycott  of  S&W  Fine  Foods,  which 
are  products  of  the  struck  DiGiorgio  Corporation.  This 
was  new — the  addition  of  products  other  than  those  proc- 
essed from  Delano  grapes  to  the  boycott  list. 

The  California  State  Conciliation  Service,  headed  by 
Thomas  Nicolopulos,  set  up  a meeting  in  Fresno  for  April 
19  to  discuss  a union  bargain  election  for  DiGiorgio  work- 
ers in  Delano,  suggesting  that  the  choice  be  made  among 
the  NFWA,  AWOC  and  the  Independent  Farm  Workers 
Association,  a progrower  organization.  Cesar  Chavez,  in 
spurning  the  offer,  derisively  described  the  Independent 
Farm  Workers  as  a “company  union,”  and  refused  to  sit 
in  a meeting  with  its  representatives. 

The  boycott  gathered  steam  when  50  chanting,  civil 
rights-type  pickets  marched  in  front  of  the  San  Francisco 
headquarters  office  of  the  DiGiorgio  Corporation.  Spokes- 
men for  the  group  charged  DiGiorgio  with  brutality  and 
gunplay  on  its  Sierra  Vista  Ranch. 

On  the  University  of  California  Berkeley  campus  the 
Student  Committee  on  Agricultural  Labor  called  for  a 
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“shop-in”  demonstration  at  a Berkeley  store  to  take  Di- 
Giorgio’s  products  (S&W  Fine  Foods,  etc.,)  from  the 
shelves,  piling  them  into  shopping  carts,  then  abandoning 
the  carts  in  the  aisles.  This  was  to  he  done  in  retaliation 
for  the  alleged  brutality  at  the  strike  scene.  The  shop-in 
was  to  start  on  Friday  afternoon,  May  9,  and  continue 
through  the  following  Monday. 

Bob  Rita,  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  arrests  at 
Delano,  and  whom  Ann  Draper  had  brought  to  the  bay 
area,  announced  that  the  Berkeley  Boycott  Committee 
would  launch  more  “shop-ins”  and  negotiate  with  the 
Safeway  chain  to  remove  all  S&W  Fine  Foods  products 
from  their  shelves. 

On  the  Atlantic  Seaboard  NFWA  activist,  Sal  Gonzales 
had  also  established  a Philadelphia  office  to  promote  the 
boycott  of  DiGiorgio  products.  On  March  25,  1966,  he  ad- 
dressed a letter  to  a friend  at  Delano.  The  envelope  bore 
the  address  of  Students  for  a Democratic  Society  (SDS), 
Room  199,  Memorial  Hall,  1785  Cambridge  Street,  Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts  02138,  and  was  mailed  from  there. 
On  the  letter  was  Gonzales’  address:  295  Dudley  Street, 
Boston,  telephone  number  427-3699.  It  reads: 

‘ ‘ Dear : 

“The  National  Farm  Workers  Association  will  be 
having  a Boston  Grape  Party  in  the  very  near  future. 
For  further  accurate  details,  contact  the  Boston 
office  or  the  Delano  office.  The  address  and  phone 
number  where  you  can  reach  me  is  [sic]  listed 
above.” 

Students  for  a Democratic  Society  can  hardly  be  classi- 
fied as  a civil  rights  organization.  It  is  the  most  radical  of 
the  New  Left  student  groups,  welcomes  Communists  as 
members,  and  has  concentrated  on  anti-Vietnam  war  dem- 
onstrations and  opposition  to  the  draft.68 

The  national  secretary  of  the  organization,  Paul  Booth, 
was  in  Delano  on  March  9,  shortly  before  Gonzales 
wrote  the  letter  in  the  SDS  Cambridge  office.69  (See  pic- 
ture of  him  taken  in  the  NFWA  office,  Exhibit  XIV,  p. 
189.) 

08  1965  report,  pp.  43,  48  and  84 ; and  our  1966  Supplement  pp.  63,  82, 

86,  111,  112  and  131. 

09  Kern  County  Sheriff’s  office  records. 
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The  Boston  Grape  Party  was  carried  out,  and  boxes  of 
grapes  were  dumped  into  Boston  harbor. 

To  further  cement  the  connection  between  the  NPWA 
and  the  student  idealists  on  the  Berkeley  and  other  col- 
lege and  university  campuses,  the  supporters  of  NFWA 
organized  a student  summer  project  to  begin  June  19  and 
to  continue  through  August,  with  participating  students 
receiving  on-the-spot  training  by  seasoned  activists.  Or- 
ganizations promoting  the  project  were: 

National  Student  Association  (NSA) ; 

National  Student  Christian  Federation; 

Young  Christian  Students ; 

Student  Committee  for  Agricultural  Labor,  Berkeley; 

Student  Nonviolent  Coordinating  Committee,  Califor- 
nia; 

Students  for  a Democratic  Society. 

Leaflets,  such  as  the  one  that  came  into  our  possession, 
were  passed  out  on  college  campuses  throughout  the  state. 

In  Chicago,  friends  of  the  NFWA  boycott  set  up  an 
office  at  1300  South  Wabash  Avenue,  and  demonstrations 
against  stores  carrying  S&W  products  were  planned,  as 
well  as  one  against  a warehouse  stocking  the  products. 
The  committee  was  headed  by  Rev.  Douglas  M.  Still, 
chairman,  and  sponsors  included  church,  union  and  Span- 
ish-speaking leaders,  among  them  Ralph  Helstein  of  the 
United  Packinghouse  Workers  and  Bob  Lucas,  chairman 
of  CORE  in  Chicago. 

The  Teamsters 

The  Teamsters  Union  announced  on  June  1st  that  it 
had  signed  contracts  with  eight  major  growers  and  farm 
labor  contractors  in  California,  the  contracts  having  been 
executed  without  fanfare  for  several  weeks.  About  2,000 
workers  were  covered  in  Stanislaus  and  San  Joaquin 
Counties,  and  serious  consideration  was  given  to  moving 
into  the  Delano  area.  Chavez  immediately  called  on  the 
International  Longshoremen’s  and  Warehousemen’s 
Union,  which,  like  the  Teamsters  Union,  was  independent 
of  the  AFL-CIO  structure.  The  two  had  collaborated 
on  many  programs. 
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There  was  much  scurrying  around,  some  name  calling 
and  a confrontation  which  should  be  told  in  the  words  of 
feature  writer  Jerrold  K.  Footlick,  who  reported  the 
incident  in  an  article  which  appeared  in  the  National  Ob- 
server, of  December  5,  1966.  The  article  pertained  to  Paul 
Hall,  “the  fasting  rising  star  in  the  American  Labor 
Movement,”  who  is  president  of  the  Seafarers  Interna- 
tional Union  in  New  York.  We  quote  from  the  article, 
page  17 : 

“In  California  last  summer,  the  APL-CIO  was 
competing  with  the  Teamsters  to  organize  grape  pick- 
ers. When  Teamster  muscle  became  a factor,  the 
Federation  (AFL-CIO)  sent  out  an  SOS  for  Paul 
Hall.  A dozen  on-the-beach  sailors  reported  from  San 
Francisco.  The  Seafarers  neutralized  the  Teamsters’ 
strength,  which  is  perhaps  one  reason  that  the  AFL- 
CIO  won  the  election.” 

Thus  the  Teamsters’  threat  to  Chavez  was  removed.  By 
that  time  the  organizer  for  the  AFL-CIO  in  the  farm 
field,  A1  Green,  had  become  ill  and  had  stepped  aside 
leaving  Larry  Itliong  in  charge  of  AWOC.  Itliong  fol- 
lowed Cesar  Chavez’  lead.  He  had  developed  a profound 
admiration  for  Chavez  after  the  pilgrimage  to  Sacra- 
mento. William  Kircher,  the  national  organizing  director 
of  AFL-CIO,  who  had  won  the  Schenley  victory  for 
Chavez,  had  remained  in  California  and  was  working  in 
the  farm  labor  field.70 

Before  the  Teamsters  retreated  from  the  farm  labor 
scene,  however,  they  negotiated  a contract  with  A.  Perelli- 
Minetti  & Sons,  thus  earning  the  undying  hatred  of  the 
Chavez-Itliong  unions.  Usually,  the  loser  bows  out  grace- 
fully and  thereafter  recognizes  the  winner  as  a brother 
union.  But  not  so  in  this  case:  To  NFWA  the  Teamster 
loomed  as  a villain  of  equal  proportions  with  the  grower, 
as  shown  in  Exhibit  XVII  from  the  back  cover  of  the 
March  15,  1967,  issue  of  El  Malcriado.  Thus  we  have  the 
the  anomalous  situation  of  a union  (or  its  supporters) 
picketing  stores  which  handled  the  products  of  a union- 
ized firm,  only  because  the  union  involved  was  not  their 
own. 

70  Eyewitness  reports  to  agent. 
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More  on  Boycott 

A “shop-in”  at  the  Hyde  Park  Cooperative  Store  in 
the  Hyde  Park  District  of  Chicago,  in  which  S&W  Fine 
Foods  were  removed  from  store  shelves,  resulted  in  a 
melee  in  which  “a  pregnant  woman  was  knocked  to  the 
ground.”  Police  brutality  was  charged. 

This  was  going  on  in  a number  of  cities  throughout 
the  nation — the  activists  being  the  civil  rights  and  New 
Left  groups  set  into  motion  by  Chavez,  or  those  who  were 
advising  him. 

We  quote  from  a leaflet  distributed  on  the  Berkeley 
campus  by  the  Student  Committee  for  Agricultural 
Labor  and  urging,  “Send  Money  to:  NFWA,  P.O.  Box 
1259,  Berkeley,  California.”  One  side  of  it  is  a “Fact 
Sheet  on  Farm  Labor,”  and  the  last  paragraph  reads  in 
part: 

‘ ‘ IV.  THE  NEW  LEFT  AND  THE  STRIKE 

“There  are  several  things  about  this  strike  which 
make  it  unique  in  this  day  of  ‘establishment’  trade 
unionism.  It  is  a movement  rather  than  an  orthodox 
labor  struggle.  It  contains  elements  of  the  civil  rights 
struggle,  the  fight  for  economic  justice  and  equality 
and  movements  based  on  class  consciousness. 

“The  strike  has  vast  inherent  potential  for  bring- 
ing about  social  change.  . . . 

“We  as  students  are  in  a position  to  help.  We  can 
work  effectively  as  activists  in  Berkeley  . . . The 
movement  must  grow.  This  must  be  an  active  sum- 
mer. ’ ’ 

It  was. 

“Orientation  Week”  for  the  Student  Summer  Project 
began  June  19  at  Delano  and  extended  through  June  23 
for  lessons,  with  two  days  set  aside  for  festivities.  In- 
structors were: 

Eugene  Boutilier,  who  had  resigned  as  associate  Minister 
of  the  First  Congregational  Church  in  Fresno  to  coor- 
dinate the  “movement”; 

Cesar  Chavez,  who  gave  instruction  on  the  background 
and  nature  of  the  NFWA; 

Luis  Valdez  of  El  Teatro  Campesino ; 
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George  Ballis,  who  had  by  that  time  given  up  his  position 

on  the  Valley  Labor  Citizen; 

Joan  London; 

Phillip  Farnham;  Gilbert  Padilla,  and  Wayne  C.  Hart- 

mire. 

The  students,  about  40  in  number,  who  came  from  all 
over  the  nation,  were  instructed  on  techniques  of  picket- 
ing and  boycott  activities.  A number  were  older  students 
who  had  taken  part  in  various  civil  rights  demonstrations 
and  who  had  worked  in  the  organizations.  Except  for 
those  who  remained  in  Delano  to  take  part  in  the  strike 
there,  the  students  dispersed  to  Texas  for  a melon  strike 
near  the  Mexican  border,  to  other  parts  of  California 
for  organizing  work,  and  across  the  nation  for  boycott 
activities. 

Students  paid  a $10  orientation  fee  each,  and,  although 
they  were  given  minimum  subsistence  housing,  food  and 
travel  expenses,  they  were  also  asked  to  help  raise  the 
expense  funds. 

Governor  Edmund  G.  Brown  became  impressed  by  the 
strength  of  the  Mexican- American  bloc,  as  shown  by  the 
convention  of  the  Mexican-American  Political  Associa- 
tion at  its  June  convention  in  Fresno,  which  endorsed 
Cesar  Chavez  and  the  Delano  strike,  and  on  June  30  the 
Governor  announced  the  appointment  of  Ronald  W. 
Haughton,  codirector  of  the  Institute  of  Labor  and  In- 
dustrial Relations  at  Wayne  State  University  and  the 
(Ann  Arbor)  University  of  Michigan,  as  an  impartial 
mediator  to  look  into  Delano  strike  matters. 

The  members  of  the  State  Senate  Factfinding  Commit- 
tee on  Agriculture  insisted  it  was  their  right,  not  that 
of  the  Governor,  to  investigate  conditions  in  California 
agriculture.  They  announced  that  they  would  hold  hear- 
ings in  Delano  on  July  19,  20  and  21  to  air  all  facts 
concerning  the  union  election  held  on  the  DiGiorgio 
farms  and  on  other  aspects  of  the  Delano  grape  strike. 

The  San  Francisco  Parade 

There  was  a pause  in  the  boycott  activities  of  NFWA 
to  stage  a “Huelga  Day”  parade  in  San  Francisco. 
Whether  by  accident  or  design,  Chavez  supporters  hap- 
pened on  a time  when  Mayor  John  Shelley  was  out  of 
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tlie  city  when  they  pressed  for  a resolution  before  the 
San  Francisco  City  and  County  Board  of  Supervisors. 
At  any  rate,  a resolution  was  passed  and  Saturday,  July 
9,  was  officially  proclaimed  “Huelga  Day”  by  Acting 
Mayor  Peter  Tamaras.  Following  is  the  text: 

“ Whereas,  the  people  of  the  City  and  County  of 
San  Francisco,  together  with  all  the  citizens  of  the 
State  of  California  and  the  entire  Country,  have 
noted  with  approbation  and  encouragement  the  gal- 
lant efforts  of  the  farm  workers  in  California’s  San 
Joaquin  Valley  and,  in  particular,  the  Delano  area 
thereof,  to  assure  themselves  of  a fair  share  of  eco- 
nomic independence  and  to  carry  on  the  struggle  to 
end  rural  poverty. 

“ Now,  therefore  he  it  resolved  that  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  of  the  City  and  County  of  San  Fran- 
cisco do  hereby  salute  and  commend  the  participants 
in  their  valiant  efforts  to  assure  economic  independ- 
ence for  the  grape  workers,  farm  help  and  other 
striking  agricultural  employees  of  Delano  in  the  San 
Joaquin  Valley: 

‘ ‘ Do  hereby  recognize  with  civic  pride  the  existence 
and  efforts  of  Teatro  Campesino  on  behalf  of  the 
farm  workers  bringing  a unique  cultural  background 
redounding  to  the  credit  of  San  Francisco  in  its  noble 
Mexican- American  heritage  to  aid  in  the  struggle  to 
better  the  lot  of  California  rural  workers ; and 

“Do  hereby  respectfully  request  the  Mayor  of  San 
Francisco  to  proclaim  July  9,  1966,  as  Huelga  Day  in 
honor  of  the  efforts  to  achieve  economic  independence 
for  California’s  field  workers.  ” 

Mayor  Joseph  Hochscliild  of  Delano  immediately  sent  a 
protest,  saying  that  he  was  disturbed  with  the  manner  in 
which  this  resolution  had  been  adopted,  and  expressing  his 
resentment  over  the  implication  that  Delano  was  an  area 
of  rural  poverty.  He  urged  that  the  misconceptions  be 
forthwith  corrected. 

By  this  time  so  many  well-known  leftists  had  entered 
the  affairs  of  the  strikers,  and  were  wielding  so  much  in- 
fluence, that  they  even  permeated  the  preparations  for  the 
San  Francisco  parade.  Jack  Ybarra,  NFWA  representa- 
tive in  San  Francisco,  quit  the  organization  and  stated  in 
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a television  interview  that  he  did  so  because  the  NFWA 
“is  so  involved  with  leftists.”  71 

Immediate  denials  ensued.  Parade  coordinator  Eugene 
Boutilier  called  a news  conference  and  acted  as  official 
spokesman  for  the  NFWA  in  denying  that  anyone  had 
been  excluded  from  the  parade.  He  stressed  that  “every- 
one who  supports  the  strike  is  welcome,”  and  repeated 
his  invitation  to  the  DuBois  Clubs  to  participate.  He  said 
that  the  Vietnam  Day  Committee  was  also  welcome,  but 
their  signs  should  support  the  strike  cause  rather  than 
urging  “ban  the  bomb,”  and  withdrawal  from  Vietnam. 

During  the  preparation  period  before  the  parade,  hand- 
bills soliciting  cash  donations  to  the  NFWA  Relief  Fund 
were  circulated  around  the  bay  area.  They  bore  a Concord 
telephone  number,  which  turned  out  to  be  listed  to  a vet- 
eran and  able  Communist  functionary,  William  Reich.  He 
has  long  been  associated  with  Grace  McDonald  on  her 
publication,  The  California  Farm  Eeporter.  She  has  been 
the  angel  for  many  leftist  causes,  and  the  presence  of 
Reich  in  the  Delano  strike  picture  removes  all  doubt  about 
the  interest  of  the  Communist  Party.  He  was  never  repu- 
diated by  Chavez  or  any  of  the  NFWA  officials,  and  was 
later  identified  marching  along  Market  Street  in  the 
parade. 

It  was  a spectacular  parade.  Cesar  Chavez  marched  at 
the  head  of  more  than  a thousand  enthusiastic  followers. 
Among  the  many  banners  and  slogans  proclaiming 
“Huelga,”  and  “Viva  la  Causa”  was  the  much-used 
phrase  “Grapes  of  Wrath — 1936-1966.” 

At  the  San  Francisco  Civic  Center  the  “1,500  cheering 
supporters”  of  Chavez  crowded  around  to  hear  him  pro- 
claim that  the  fight  of  the  National  Farm  Workers  As- 
sociation was  also  “against  the  City  Council  of  Delano, 
and  all  the  people  in  those  small  valley  towns  who  react 
against  the  farmworkers’  right  to  organize.” 

Another  speaker  was  Assemblyman  John  Burton,  who 
denounced  a “red-baiting  campaign  against  us  who  sup- 
port the  National  Farm  Workers’  Association.”  In  our 
1965  report  (pp.  96,  116  and  153)  we  commented  on  Bur- 
ton’s participation  in  the  Berkeley  Free  Speech  Move- 
ment demonstrations,  and  his  expressions  of  support  to 
71  KGEO-TV,  July  8,  1966,  monitored  program. 
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student  strikers  who  walked  out  of  classes  at  the  state 
university. 

Telegrams  of  support  for  Chavez  and  NFWA  (which 
he  read)  came  from  Walter  Reutlier ; Stokely  Carmichael; 
Floyd  McKissick,  national  director  of  COKE;  John  Ray- 
mond, DuBois  Clubs  of  America;  U.S.  Senator  Robert  F. 
Kennedy;  Joan  Baez;  from  the  American  Federation  of 
Teachers,  and  others. 

At  the  end  of  July  1966,  when  union  bargaining  elec- 
tions on  the  DiGiorgio  farms  became  imminent,  there  was 
a problem  to  be  resolved  in  that  the  NFWA  and  AWOC 
had  been  closely  cooperating  on  many  programs,  as  well  as 
sharing  the  $5,000  a month  from  the  United  Auto  Work- 
ers. If  both  union  names  appeared  on  the  ballot  they 
would  be  in  competition,  with  workers  having  to  decide 
between  them — there  was  no  other  union  on  the  ballot. 
From  many  standpoints  this  was  not  desirable.  Larry 
Itliong  of  AWOC  had  long  since  hitched  his  wagon  to  the 
Chavez  star.  Therefore — merger. 

On  July  27  at  a press  conference  in  San  Francisco, 
Cesar  Chavez,  appearing  with  Thomas  Pitts,  Secretary  of 
the  AFL-CIO  in  San  Francisco,  announced  the  merger  of 
NFWA  and  AWOC  and  the  absorption  into  the  AFL- 
CIO  of  the  merged  union,  to  which  was  given  the  name 
United  Farm  Workers  Organizing  Committee,  UFWOC. 
William  Kircher,  AFL-CIO  Director  of  Organization, 
who  had  remained  close  to  the  Delano  scene  since  his  ap- 
pearance in  California  at  the  Schenley  contract  negotia- 
tions in  Los  Angeles  in  the  spring,  made  his  appearance 
and  took  credit  for  bringing  about  the  merger. 

Thus,  the  farmworkers  on  the  DiGiorgio  properties 
were  to  be  given  the  choice  of  UFWOC  or  no  union  in  the 
upcoming  election. 

Ben  Gines,  who  had  been  vice  president  of  AWOC, 
stated  to  an  agent  of  our  committee  in  sworn  testimony 
that  neither  the  union  executive  committees  nor  the  mem- 
bership of  either  union  had  been  consulted  with  respect 
to  this  merger.  He  claimed  that  the  arrangement  had  been 
worked  out  exclusively  by  Chavez,  Itliong  and  Kircher. 

It  wouldn’t  take  much  of  a clairvoyant  to  predict  that 
UFWOC  would  win  the  DiGiorgio  bargaining  election. 
It  did,  and  the  American  Arbitration  Association  media- 
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tor  Sam  Kagel,  appeared  at  a televised  news  conference 
with  Dolores  Huerta  beside  him  when  he  announced  the 
winner  of  the  election. 

While  we  must  end  our  report  here,  the  Delano  grape 
strike  is  not  over,  nor  is  “La  Causa ” to  use  needy  farm- 
workers to  promote  leftist  aims.  A “crusade”  similar  to 
the  one  in  Delano  has  been  started  in  the  Rio  Grande  Val- 
ley of  Texas  by  two  of  the  early  organizers  of  the  Delano 
grape  strikers — Eugene  Nelson  and  Dolores  Huerta — but 
it  is  too  early  to  say  what  direction  it  will  take. 

On  the  credit  side,  we  must  note  that  Mexican- Ameri- 
can and  Filipino  farmworkers  in  Delano  have  gotten  a 
union  to  bargain  for  them,  and  we  can  only  trust  that 
the  leaders  of  the  AFL-CIO  to  which  it  belongs  will  see 
that  it  is  kept  as  a union  for  the  benefit  of  the  members. 

The  profile  on  Delano  provided  in  the  first  section 
affords  most  of  what  we  know  about  the  background  situa- 
tion. First,  we  know  that  the  400-square-mile  “strike 
zone”  is  a single  economy  area;  that  this  is  an  agricul- 
tural economy  subject  to  the  uncertainties  of  weather  and 
market  conditions  that  lie  beyond  the  control  of  the  enter- 
prise ; that  large  amounts  of  capital  are  involved  and  that 
large  numbers  of  agricultural  workers  who  live  in  and 
migrate  to  the  area  must  rely  on  seasonal  employment. 
We  know  also  that  no  fewer  than  seven  different  ethnic, 
racial  and  nationality  stocks  live  in  or  near  Delano;  the 
Anglo-Saxon,  the  Mexican  and  the  Filipino  being  the 
largest.  Interestingly  enough,  we  also  find  that  the  Mexi- 
can American  and  Filipino  combined  represent  as  large, 
if  not  a larger  proportion  of  the  total  population  than 
the  Anglo.  Therefore,  we  must  regard  this  area  as  unique, 
and  not  attempt  to  apply  to  it  the  generalizations  appli- 
cable to  either  the  state  of  California  or  to  the  United 
States  as  a whole.  What  is  true  in  the  upper  San  Joaquin 
Valley,  for  instance,  may  not  be  true  in  Delano. 

In  simplest  form,  however,  the  issues  emphasized  by 
the  farm  workers  in  Delano  have  to  do  with  better  living 
conditions,  higher  wages  and  collective  bargaining.  Those 
are  the  concern  of  the  United  Farm  Workers  Organizing 
Committee  or  any  other  union  which  represents  these 
workers.  The  issues  stressed  by  the  growers  have  to  do 
with  the  uniqueness  of  California  agriculture,  the  extent 
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of  the  economic  risk  involved  and  questions  concerning 
the  legitimacy  of  the  unions  with  which  they  are  to  deal. 

We  must,  however,  leave  the  social  and  economic  issues 
to  others.  Our  concern  has  been  something  apart  from 
basic  issues,  and  we  are  hopeful  that  this  inquiry  will 
help  to  remove  or  dispel  the  abnormal  factors  which  have 
been  imposed  upon  this  strike. 

In  the  appendices  we  are  including  statements  of  two 
of  the  original  disputants,  J ack  Pandol,  a resident 
grower,  and  Dolores  Huerta,  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
National  Farm  Workers  Association.  Also,  we  are  includ- 
ing in  an  appendix  the  Plan  of  Delano,  which  set  in  mo- 
tion the  chain  of  events  with  which  we  have  dealt  in  this 
report. 

Publications— Organizations  and  Individuals 

Two  veteran  union  organizers,  Ben  Gines  and  A1 
Green,  sought  to  persuade  Cesar  Chavez  and  Larry 
Itliong  that  they  should  stick  to  traditional  unionism, 
and  not  desert  it  for  the  glamorous  path  of  civil  rights, 
which,  they  asserted,  while  of  vital  importance,  was  not 
connected  with  a labor  dispute. 

Gines  and  Green  have  maintained  that  in  launching 
the  march  on  Sacramento  the  die  was  cast,  and  tradi- 
tional unionism  was  abandoned.  They  contended  the 
choice  of  Terence  Cannon  to  promote  and  publicize  the 
march  placed  the  demonstrations  squarely  in  the  camp  of 
the  Student  Nonviolent  Coordinating  Committee,  and 
Chavez  sent  out  a letter  over  his  signature  urging  his 
followers  to  read  the  SNCC  publication,  The  Movement. 
(See  Exhibit  X,  p.  184.) 

We  have  previously  mentioned  the  National  Guardian 
as  a pro-Communist  publication.  In  our  1963  Report,  page 
183,  we  stated: 

“As  a medium  for  spreading  the  most  vicious  kind 
of  Commmunist  propaganda,  this  publication  ranks 
with  the  People’s  World  in  California  and  the  Daily 
Worker  in  New  York.  Sometimes  in  recent  months,  it 
has  outstripped  both  of  the  others  combined  in  its 
tirade  of  Communist  propaganda,  abuse  against  our 
government  and  our  cherished  institutions,  in  an  obvi- 
ous effort  to  discredit  public  confidence  in  our  official 
representatives.  ...” 
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Silvia  Kalitinsky,  correspondent  for  the  National 
Guardian,  was  a volunteer  staff  worker  for  the  National 
Farm  Workers  Association,  combining  the  role  of  activ- 
ist and  reporter.  However,  the  report  on  the  Sacra- 
mento pilgrimage  and  the  almost  simultaneous  victory 
over  Schenley  Industries  was  reported  in  the  publication 
by  another  of  its  reporters,  Robert  Randolph,  who  cov- 
ered the  Berkeley  campus  during  the  Free  Speech  Move- 
ment demonstrations.  In  his  article,  which  appeared  in 
the  issue  for  April  16,  1966,  he  devotes  considerable  space 
to  Terry  Cannon,  SNCC  field  secretary,  who  acted  as 
press  officer  for  the  march.  The  publication,  The  Move- 
ment, as  we  have  stated,  is  edited  by  Terence  (Terry) 
Cannon.  Others  in  the  editorial  group  are  George  Ballis 
(also  of  the  militant  Valley  Labor  Citizen ),  Beatrice 
Glenn,  Frank  Cieciorka,  Bobbi  Cieciorka,  Brooks  Pen- 
ney, Gerhard  Gscheidle  and  Tim  Hall  at  the  San  Fran- 
cisco headquarters  office,  449  14th  Street.  The  Los  An- 
geles SNCC  office,  at  308  Westwood  Plaza,  was  managed 
by  Bob  Niemann,  Sue  Douglas,  Beth  Hoffman  and  Martin 
Van  Buren,  all  of  whom  are  listed  on  The  Movement  mast- 
head.72 

The  December  1965  issue  carries  nearly  a full-page 
article  on  the  House  Committee  on  Un-American  Activi- 
ties by  Dale  Gronemeier,  Regional  Director  of  the  Na- 
tional Committee  to  abolish  HUAC. 

Cesar  Chavez  is  given  a full  page  to  tell  of  the  history 
of  NFWA,  in  which  he  makes  some  rather  startling 
statements  (next  to  last  paragraph,  p.  6)  : 

“We  go  beyond  what  we  see  as  the  limits  of  a labor 
union  and  try  to  get  benefits  for  our  members  before  a 
contract.  We  have  a combination  between  a labor 
union  and  a community  service  group.  So  we  help 
the  members  with  their  individual  problems  and  we 
have  the  Credit  Union  and  the  newspaper  [El  Mal- 
criado~\  and  a cooperative  store  we  were  starting  be- 
for  the  strike  came.  And  we  have  a small  burial 
insurance  program  for  them.  ’ ’ 

The  cooperative  was  set  up  later,  we  might  add  paren- 
thetically. The  incorporation  was  handled  by  attorneys 
Robert  Treuhaft  and  Doris  Brin  Walker,  partners  in  an 
72  Masthead,  April  1966. 
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Oakland  law  firm  at  1440  Broadway.  Both  have  been 
identified  as  Communist  Party  members.  Incorporators 
were:  Cesar  Chavez,  Bonnie  (Mrs.  Leroy)  Chatfield  and 
Alice  Jiminez.  $2  million  in  shares  are  being  sold  by  the 
Farm  Workers  Cooperative  at  $10  par. 

In  December,  1965,  NFWA  and  its  supporters  were 
boycotting  Schenley  products  and  Delano  grapes  in  order 
to  bring  producers  to  terms.  The  boycott  was  called 
almost  simultaneously  with  the  strike.  Bay  area  sponsors 
of  the  boycott  were  listed  as : 

Henry  Anderson,  Citizens  for  Farm  Labor; 

Dr.  Thomas  1ST.  Burbridge,  U.C.  Medical  Center; 

Mary  Colwell,  Catholic  Interracial  Council; 

Terence  Cannon,  editor.  The  Movement  (SNCC — ed.)  ; 

Rev.  Thomas  Dietrich,  Howard  Presbyterian  Church; 

Peter  Franck  (not  further  identified — civil  liberties 
attorney — ed.)  ; 

Rev.  Donald  Ganoung,  vicar,  Episcopal  Church,  Mis- 
sion District; 

Rev.  Francis  Geddes,  minister,  United  Church  of 
Christ ; 

Abel  Gonzales,  president,  Centro  Social  Obrero; 

Robert  E.  Gonzales,  Mexican- American  Political  Asso- 
ciation ; 

Rev.  Wayne  C.  Hartmire,  California  Migrant  Min- 
istry ; 

Fanchon  Lewis,  temporary  chairman,  Bay  Area  Aid 
for  Bogalusa  (Ala.)  ; 

Edward  Keating,  publisher,  Ramparts’, 

Ken  McEldowney,  regional  staff,  Students  for  a Demo- 
cratic Society; 

Mike  Miller,  field  secretary,  Student  Nonviolent  Co- 
ordinating Committee  (SNCC)  ; 

Ignacio  T.  Rodriguez,  recording  secretary,  Centro 
Social  Obrero; 

Mary  E.  Salazar,  Glide  Foundation; 

Blair  Stapp,  Artists  Alliance  for  Human  Rights ; 

Nancy  Swadesh  (not  further  identified — Americans  for 
Democratic  Action — ed.)  ; 

Wilfred  Ussery,  national  first  vice  president,  CORE; 

Ed  Dutton,  director,  California  Center  for  Community 
Development ; 


UN-AMERICAN  ACTIVITIES  IN  CALIFORNIA 


67 


Rev.  Robert  Olmstead,  Shattuck  Avenue  (Berkeley) 
Methodist  Church; 

Bay  Area  Friends  of  SNCC; 

Executive  committee,  Mississippi  Freedom  Democratic 
Party,  Lawrence  Guyot,  chairman; 

Rev.  Herman  Farlow,  Faith  Presbyterian  Church; 
Rev.  Les  Larsen,  West  Oakland  Parish; 

Professor  Fred  Stripp,  University  of  California, 
Berkeley ; 

Professor  John  Leggett,  University  of  California, 
Berkeley.73 

Spartacist 

The  publication  Spartacist  West  was  much  concerned 
with  the  Delano  grape  strike.  It  is  the  organ  of  the  East 
Bay  Spartacist  Committee,  which  is  the  West  Coast  branch 
of  the  Spartacist  League.  The  League’s  publication,  > Spar- 
tacist, declares  on  its  masthead  that  the  organization  is 
comprised  of  “ . . . supporters  of  the  Revolutionary  Tend- 
ency, expelled  from  the  Socialist  Workers  Party.”  74  This 
would  place  it  at  the  very  extreme  of  the  radical  Commu- 
nist movement.  The  followers  of  Leon  Trotsky  formed  the 
Socialist  Workers  Party,  which  we  have  discussed  in  pre- 
vious reports.  Briefly,  these  members  split  away  from  the 
old  Communist  Party  that  remained  loyal  to  Stalin  after 
Trotsky  was  expelled  from  that  party  and  from  the  Soviet 
Union.  It  remained  hard-core  militant,  never  relenting 
from  the  theory  of  permanent  world  revolution,  as  opposed 
to  Stalin’s  concept  of  first  building  up  a powerful  organi- 
zation in  Russia.  A more  militant  stand  is  difficult  to  con- 
ceive. We  have  here  reproduced  the  front  cover  and  center 
spread  of  Spartacist  West,  Exhibit  XI,  pp.  185,  186. 

The  Militant 

This  is  the  official  organ  of  the  “orthodox”  Trotskyist 
group,  the  Socialist  Workers  Party.  It  is  published  at  873 
Broadway,  New  York.  Joseph  Hansen  is  the  editor  and 
Mrs.  Karolyn  Kerry  is  business  manager.  She  and  her 
husband,  Tom  Kerry,  were  once  active  in  California.  Hal 

73  The  Movement,  Dec.  1965,  p.  3. 

74  Spartacist,  Nov.-Dee.  1965. 


68 


UN-AMERICAN  ACTIVITIES  IN  CALIFORNIA 


Verb,  who  was  listed  in  the  AWOC  guest  register  for  No- 
vember 6,  1965,  is  a contributor.  The  issue  of  November 
22,  1965,  carried  his  story,  “California  Grape  Pickers 
Strike,”  and  was  datelined  “Delano,  November  6.” 

The  Catholic  Worker 

The  Catholic  Worker,  175  Chrystie  Street,  New  York, 
organ  of  the  Catholic  Worker  Movement  and  edited  by 
Dorothy  Day,  carried  several  articles  on  the  Delano  grape 
strike,  one  in  the  December  1966  issue  by  Bill  Esher, 
strike  activist  and  propagandist  to  whom  we  have  already 
referred.  His  article,  “New  Front  in  Delano,”  gave  much 
credit  to  Dolores  Huerta,  second  in  command  of  NFWA, 
mother  of  seven,  lobbyist,  strike  leader  and  intellectual. 

Dorothy  Day,  one-time  friend  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Communist  Party,  U.S.A.,  the  late  Elizabeth  Gurley 
Flynn,  has  followed  the  Marxist  line  meticulously  in  this 
supposedly  religious  publication.  About  the  only  thing 
Catholic  about  it  is  the  name.  Miss  Day  has  been  an  out- 
spoken supporter  of  Fidel  Castro,  and  connected  with 
numerous  Communist  fronts  and  causes.75 

The  strongest  link  between  the  Delano  strike  and  the 
Catholic  Worker  and  the  Catholic  Worker  Movement  is 
through  Mrs.  Dorothy  Kauffman,  who  supports  both.  She 
is  a member  of  the  Citizens  for  Farm  Labor  Advisory 
Board,  and  was  at  AWOC  headquarters  on  December  11, 
1965. 70 

Insurgent 

This  is  the  organ  of  the  W.  E.  B.  DuBois  Clubs  of 
America,  which  was  published  in  the  Chicago  headquar- 
ters of  the  clubs.  It  was  by  no  means  laggard  in  printing 
a story  favorable  to  the  grape  strike.  The  January-Feb- 
ruarv,  1966,  issue  carried  an  article,  “Delano:  The  Gen- 
eral Strike  in  the  Grapes,”  by  A1  Howard,  with  photo- 
graphs by  Howard  Harawitz.  The  article  stated  that  the 
Welfare  Rights  Organization  had  sent  people  to  Delano 
to  “teach  local  residents  their  rights  under  welfare  laws.” 

75  HUAC  Hearings  on  Violations  of  State  Department  Travel  Regula- 
tions to  Cuba,  May  6,  7,  23,  1963,  pp.  314,  319. 

70  CFL  Exhibit  IT,  p.  174;  also  AWOC  register. 
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One  of  these  “people”  was  the  photographer,  Howard 
Harawitz,  whose  wife,  Elly,  was  principal  founder  of  the 
Welfare  Eights  Organization. 

The  May- June  1966  issue  of  Insurgent  ran  an  entire 
section  on  the  Delano  strike,  the  first,  pages  16  and  17,  on 
the  pilgrimage,  and  another,  pages  18  and  19,  on  “Profile 
of  a Striker.” 

We  quote  from  the  first  article,  “Delano:  Bread  and 
Justice”: 

“The  strikers  in  the  vineyards  of  Delano  are 
writing  a chapter  in  the  second  American  Eevolution, 
that  revolution  which  will  achieve  true  democracy  for 
all  our  people.  ...” 

And  later: 

“The  strikers  called  the  march  a Pilgrimage  of 
Penance,  a witness  to  the  past  sufferings  of  the  Mex- 
ican-American  workers  and  to  the  sufferings  to  come 
in  the  long  fight  for  justice  in  the  valley.  ...” 

It  also  quotes  the  Plan  of  Delano,  and  it  rings  in  a 
number  of  “Vivas/’  concluding  with  “Viva  Cesar 
Chavez !” 

DuBois  Clubs 

It  is  worthy  of  noting  that  a number  of  members  of  the 
DuBois  Clubs  were  active  at  Delano,  especially  Donna 
Sue  Haber,  who  gave  her  address  as  1919  Oregon  Street, 
Berkeley,  which  is  the  same  address  as  that  of  Communist 
Party  National  Committee  member,  Roscoe  Proctor.  We 
referred  to  her  in  our  1965  report,  page  46,  as  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  DuBois  Clubs  of  America.  She  was  office 
manager  at  the  Delano  headquarters  of  NFWA,  where 
Wendy  Goepel  was  secretary. 

Stokely  Carmichael,  founder  of  the  militant  Black 
Panther  Party  and  later  a member  of  the  National 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Student  Non-Violent  Coor- 
dinating Committee  (SNCC),  came  to  Delano  with  a 
group  of  SNCC  organizers  on  February  9,  1966,  to  meet 
with  Chavez  and  discuss  ways  whereby  SNCC  might  par- 
ticipate most  effectively  in  the  strike.  He  was  photo- 
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graphed  in  the  NFWA  office  with  Miss  Haber.  (Exhibit 
XII,  p.  187.) 

Carmichael  later  became  national  chairman  of  SNCC, 
and  his  statements  of  bitter  hatred  and  threats  of  violence 
against  white  people  have  driven  many  white  liberals  out 
of  his  organization. 

Spark— Chispa 

This  publication  is  the  West  Coast  organ  of  the  Pro- 
gressive Labor  Party,  the  pro-Maoist  Communist  group 
that  split  away  from  the  CPUS  A during  the  Sino-Soviet 
split.77  As  stated  in  our  1965  report:  “It  is  already  ap- 
parent that  the  new  Progressive  Labor  Party  is  not  only 
the  most  militant  and  aggressive  Communist  organization 
in  this  country,  but  that  it  is  drawing  younger  members 
of  the  old  CPUS  A out  of  the  ranks  and  attracting  large 
numbers  of  radical  youth  from  all  parts  of  the  country 

The  presence  of  this  organization  among  the  supporters 
of  the  Delano  strike  is  perhaps  even  more  ominous  than 
the  presence  of  the  “orthodox”  Communists. 

In  the  October  1965  issue  of  this  publication  is  a front- 
page headlined  article,  “Guerrilla  War  in  Fields — Farm 
Workers  Strike  for  Union,  Wages,”  by  Luis  Valdez, 
whom  we  mentioned  earlier  as  head  of  the  Farm  Workers 
Theater.  It  tells  the  story  from  the  viewpoint  of  the  mili- 
tant left,  analyzing  the  beginnings  of  the  strike. 

The  issue  for  January-February  1967  carries  an  article 
on  current  boycott  actions  by  the  union.  Editors  listed 
in  this  number  are:  Chris  Raisner  for  Spark;  Santiago 
Coronel  for  Cliispa ; Margaret  Driggs,  circulation,  and 
Claude  Beagerie,  photography.  Mrs.  Driggs  had  formerly 
been  listed  on  the  masthead  of  the  National  Guardian,  and 
left  it  for  the  more  militant  publication  of  the  Maoist- 
oriented  Progressive  Labor  Party.78 

77  1965  report,  pp.  166-168.  Headquarters  in  the  bay  area  was  located 

at  3382  18th  Street,  San  Francisco,  as  of  October,  1965.  Thereafter 
it  has  been  listed  at  2929  16th  Street.  It  receives  its  Berkeley  mail 
at  Postoffice  Box  73,  Station  A,  Berkeley. 

78  Spark — Chispa,  Jan.-Fcb.  1967. 
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Ramparts 

We  have  quoted  from  an  autobiographical  article  by 
Cesar  Chavez  in  the  July  1966  issue  of  this  publication. 
As  a matter  of  fact,  an  entire  section,  pages  37-50,  en- 
titled “ iHuelga ! Tales  of  the  Delano  Revolution,”  ran 
in  this  issue.  The  first  article  was  written  by  Paul  Jacobs, 
and  praised  Chavez  highly;  the  next,  pages  40-43,  is  by 
Luis  Valdez,  whom  we  met  as  author  of  an  article  in 
the  Progressive  Labor  Party  publication.  His  article  is 
entitled,  “The  Tale  of  the  Rasa >”  and  explains  that  rasa 
means  race.  “The  race  is  the  Mexican  people,”  and  goes 
on  to  say  that  he  is  a Mexican.  He  states  that  Cesar 
Chavez  “is  our  first  Mexican- American  leader,”  as  op- 
posed to  Mexican  leaders  such  as  Benito  Juarez  and 
leaders  of  the  1910  Revolution. 

He  says  about  the  march  to  Sacramento  (p.  42)  : “Our 
pilgrimage  is  the  match  that  will  light  our  cause  for  all 
farmworkers  to  see  what  is  happening  here,  so  that  they 
may  do  as  we  have  done.  Viva  la  causa!  Viva  la  huelgaV ’ 

Valdez  continues  in  a vein  uncomplimentary  to  Delano: 
After  years  of  isolation  in  the  barrios  (outlying 
towns)  of  Great  Valley  slum  towns  like  Delano  . . . the 
Mexican-American  farmworker  is  developing  his  own 
ideas  about  living  in  the  United  States  ...”  And  he  con- 
cludes: “Listen  to  these  people,  and  you  will  hear  the 
first  murmurings  of  revolution.” 

It  is  impossible  to  discuss  here  in  any  detail  the  ex- 
pensively produced  “slick”  monthly  magazine,  Ramparts, 
published  in  San  Francisco.  The  editor  and  publisher  is 
Warren  Hinkle  III,  and  the  managing  editor  is  Robert 
Scheer.  Among  the  contributing  editors  are  Paul  Krass- 
ner,  editor  of  The  Realist ; 79  Jessica  Mitford,  wife  of  at- 
torney Robert  Treuhaft  and  an  identified  Communist. 

People  Involved 

Let  us  recapitulate  and  introduce  yet  more  recorded 
names  of  outsiders,  with  comment  supported  by  official 
records  from  the  Kern  County  Sheriff’s  office,  Delano 
Police  Department,  and  other  official  records. 

Douglas  Graybill  Adair,  III — Claremont. 

79  See  our  1966  report,  p.  97. 
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Mike  Adams — Berkeley,  identified  by  photograph  in 
Delano. 

Richard  Albert — Oakland-Berkeley,  Oct.  2,  1965. 

Hursel  Alexander — Los  Angeles.  An  identified  Com- 
munist.80 

Steve  Allen — Los  Angeles  area,  April  1966,  pictured 
with  Cesar  Chavez  and  Luis  Valdez.  (Exhibit  XIII. 

p.  188.) 

Henry  P.  Anderson — Berkeley.  His  car  used  as  strike 
vehicle  on  Nov.  27, 1965. 

Lee  Rex  Antrim — Concord.  Lived  at  AWOC  headquar- 
ter^. 

Bol)  Atkins — Berkeley.  Visited  AWOC  Oct.  23,  1965. 
George  Ballis — bay  area  and  Fresno,  heretofore  men- 
tioned. 

Rev.  Jack  Bartlett — Mill  Valley,  arrested  Oct.  19.  1965. 
Duane  Belcher — teacher,  Bakersfield. 

Mark  TV  Benecke — Berkeley.  His  car  used  as  a strike 
vehicle. 

Christian  Dudlev  Bergholdt — Yuba  City,  arrested  Oct. 
19,  1965. 

Louise  Berman — heretofore  mentioned.  (See  Exhibit 
VII,  p.  179.) 

Paul  Booth — Chicago.  Past  president  and  Secretary, 
Students  for  a Democratic  Society,  photographed  at 
NFWA  headquarters  on  March  10,  1966. 

Rev.  Eugene  L.  Boutilier — Fresno,  Oct.  11, 1965. 

Gary  Bowman — San  Francisco,  set  up  clinic  for  strik- 
ers.81 

David  Bovden — Berkeley,  Nov.  21,  1965;  car  used  as  a 
strike  vehicle. 

Richard  Boyden — -Berkeley.  Chairman,  Student  Com- 
mittee on  Agricultural  Labor,  Berkeley  campus,  1966. 
Terence  (Terry)  Cannon — SNCC;  The  Movement,  here- 
tofore mentioned. 

Ronald  David  Caplan — Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  arrested  Oct. 
19, 1965. 

Stokelv  Carmichael — SNCC,  heretofore  mentioned. 
Bonnie  & Leroy  Chatfield — Bakersfield ; active  in  strike. 
Charles  Chavez — Fremont,  heretofore  mentioned.  (See 
Exhibit  VIII,  pp.  180-182.) 

80  Sec  1949  report,  pp.  429,  432;  1963  report,  pp.  162,  253;  People's 

World,  Feb.  26,  1966. 

81  Huelga , p.  115. 
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Cieciorka,  Frank  and  Bobbi — San  Francisco;  with  Du- 
Bois  Club  publication,  Insurgent. 

Robert  Patrick  Coffman — Mill  Valley. 

Sibley  Blackwood  Cogswell — Mill  Valley.  Arrested  Oct. 
19  1965 

Albert  C.  Cohen — Fullerton.  Arrested  Oct.  19,  1965. 

Simon  O.  Connelly — State  Fair  Employment  Practices 
Division,  Fresno,  on  state  business;  photographed 
talking  to  Sam  Kushner  in  car.  (See  Exhibit  XV, 
p.  190.) 

Ida  Cousino,  strike  activist,  heretofore  mentioned. 

John  F.  DeLury — San  Francisco. 

Ann  Draper — Berkeley.  Heretofore  mentioned. 

Diana  Dufault — Berkeley ; Citizens  for  Farm  Labor. 

Ron  Eastwood — Hayward.  Arrested  Oct.  19, 1965. 

John  Eshleman — Mill  Valley,  Oct.  28,  1965;  car  used  in 
strike. 

Robert  Edwin  Fisher — Los  Angeles;  CORE;  arrested 
in  Los  Angeles,  Mississippi,  and  Georgia  in  civil 
rights  demonstrations. 

Peter  Lawson  Flint — Sun  Valley.  Arrested  Oct.  19, 
1965. 

Peter  Franck — attorney,  Berkeley ; associated  with 
Alexander  Hoffman,  heretofore  mentioned,  Sept.  19, 
1965. 

Rodney  Clark  Freeland — San  Francisco,  on  picket  line, 
Oct.  1965. 

Lewis  Arthur  Fretz — Citrus  Heights.  Arrested  Oct.  19, 
1965. 

Marshall  Ganz — Los  Angeles ; see  entry  Boris  Guru. 

Charles  Gardinier — Oakland,  Del  Rey. 

Barbara  Garson — Berkeley ; heretofore  mentioned. 

Wendy  Goepel — Three  Rivers;  heretofore  mentioned. 

Paul  Goldman — Los  Angeles;  on  picket  line,  Oct.  1965. 

Marian  Gordon — Los  Angeles.  Guest  of  AWOC,  Nov.  6, 
1965.  (Exhibit  VIII,  pp.  180-182.) 

Peter  Gurion,  Jr. — San  Francisco,  at  Delano  1965  in 
strike  area. 

Boris  Guru — British  Guiana,  South  America;  brought 
in  by  Marshall  Ganz  to  join  the  cause  in  late  1965. 

Donna  Sue  Haber — 1919  Oregon  Street,  Berkeley,  here- 
tofore mentioned.  (See  Exhibit  XII,  p.  187). 
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Patrick  Hallinan,  attorney — San  Francisco.  One  of  the 
founders  of  the  DuBois  Clubs.  At  Delano  strike  head- 
quarters on  same  day  as  Margaret  Lima. 

Patricia  Lvnn  Hansen — Marin  City.  Arrested  Oct.  19. 
1965. 

Howard  Harawitz — heretofore  mentioned. 

Wayne  C.  Hartmire,  Migrant  Ministry — Los  Angeles; 
a strike  leader. 

Alexander  P.  Hoffman,  attorney — Berkeley.  On  strike 
scene  almost  continually,  heretofore  mentioned. 

Mary  Frances  Humphrey — Los  Angeles ; active  in  civil 
rights  demonstrations,  Los  Angeles ; arrested  Oct.  19, 
1965. 

Walter  Inf  eld,  Jr. — Concord;  on  strike  scene  late  1965. 

Silvia  Kalitinsky — bay  area;  arrested  at  Sproul  Hall 
invasion,  Dec.  1964;  volunteer  on  picket  line  at  De- 
lano with  Ida  Cousino  and  Mike  Saver  of  SNCC;  she 
doubled  as  a reporter  for  the  National  Guardian. 

Dorothy  Kauffman  (Mrs.  William  Kauffman) — active 
in  Catholic  Workers  Organization;  mem.  Advisory 
Board  of  Citizens  for  Farm  Labor;  was  at  Delano 
headquarters  on  Dec.  11,  1965. 

Ralph  Angus  Kennedy — Fullerton.  Arrested  Oct.  19, 
1965. 

Virginia  Kiezel — Fremont  ; was  in  Delano  with  Saul 
and  Billie  Wachter,  Nov.  6,  1965. 

Sam  Kushner — Los  Angeles;  heretofore  mentioned. 
(See  Exhibit  XV,  p.  190.) 

John  C.  Leggett — University  of  California,  Berkeley; 
heretofore  mentioned. 

Albert  J.  Lima — Oakland;  heretofore  mentioned. 

Joan  London — bay  area;  an  instructor  for  the  Students 
Summer  Project,  Delano. 

Richard  A.  McGowan — Los  Altos;  in  strike  area  1965. 

Rev.  Chuck  McLain — Pasadena ; arrested  Oct.  19.  1965. 

Mike  Miller — San  Francisco;  SNCC;  at  Delano  Nov. 
20,  1965. 

Eugene  Nelson — No  address  listed;  heretofore  men- 
tioned as  propagandist;  author  of  Huelga;  in  Texas, 
1967. 

Robert  A.  Niemann — Los  Angeles;  car  in  Delano,  1965. 

Selden  Leroy  Osborne — San  Francisco;  arrested  Oct. 
19,  1965. 
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Henry  Papa — Santa  Cruz ; car  in  Delano,  1965. 

Frank  Paz — Los  Angeles;  set  up  Emergency  Commit- 
tee to  Aid  Strikers,  1965. 82 

Theodore  Dale  Peck — New  Mexico;  arrested  Oct.  19, 
1965. 

A1  Plummer — Idaho ; in  strike  activities,  1965,  1966. 

Johannes  Posthumus — San  Francisco;  car  at  Delano, 
1965. 

Roscoe  Q.  Proctor — 1919  Oregon  Street,  Berkeley;  car 
at  Delano,  Jan.  30,  1966;  member,  National  Commit- 
tee, Communist  Party,  U.S.A. 

Benjamin  Ratner — Bakersfield;  activist  in  strike. 

Harvey  Richards — Atherton;  photographer  for  Peo- 
ple's World.  (Exhibit  VI,  p.  178.) 

Howard  Richards,  attorney — Santa  Barbara  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union;  car  used  as  strike  vehicle. 

Louis  Henry  Riley — Palo  Alto ; picketed  with  sign 
“End  the  War  in  Vietnam,”  Sept.  30,  1965. 

Jonathan  Harold  Roise — Stanford  Daily;  car  at  Delano, 
1965. 

Alexander  Rosman — Woodland  Hills.;  car  at  Delano, 
1965. 

Thomas  Paul  Ross,  Jr. — Berkelev;  arrested  Oct.  14, 
1965. 

Tom  Sanders — Berkeley;  registered  with  Hal  Verb, 
Nov.  6,  1965;  both  heretofore  mentioned  as  members 
of  Socialist  Workers  Party.  (Exhibit  VIII,  pp.  ISO- 
182.) 

Mike  Sayer — no  address  given;  SNCC;  active  in  boy- 
cott activities.83 

Donald  Hoyt  Schilling — Marin  City;  arrested  Oct.  19, 
1965. 

William  Curt  Schilling — Cincinnati,  Ohio;  arrested 
Oct.  19, 1965. 

Cathy  Sissons — no  address  given;  clerk  in  NFWA  office, 
1965. 

Jack  Skirball — Los  Angeles;  at  Delano,  1965. 

Carl  Alexander  Smith — Palo  Alto;  arrested  Oct.  19. 
1965. 

Robert  J.  Solodow — Los  Angeles;  CORE;  stated  he 
was  a Communist  often  arrested  in  civil  rights  dem- 

82  Ibid.,  p.  115. 

83  Hid.,  p.  82. 
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onstrations  at  Alabama  and  Mississippi;  active  at 
Delano  commencing  Oct.  4,  1965. 

Jack  Lagunas  Soria — Oxnard;  active  in  strike  until  at 
least  Feb.  1966. 

Peter  K.  Soto — Fremont;  came  to  Delano  on  Nov.  6, 
1965,  with  Saul  and  Billie  Wachter,  heretofore  men- 
tioned. 

Wayne  Thine — Berkeley;  active  in  strike  until  at  least 
May,  1966. 

Luis  Valdez — San  Francisco  or  San  Jose;  organized 
El  Teatro  Campesino,  touring  U.S.  in  1967 ; was  ac- 
tive on  strike  scene ; heretofore  mentioned. 

Victor  J.  Van  Bourg,  attorney — San  Francisco;  was 
attorney  for  Berkeley  student  demonstrators  who 
were  disciplined  in  April,  1966;  police  reported  him 
striving  to  create  friction  between  strikers  and  offi- 
cers.84 

Clifford  Vaughs — Los  Angeles;  local  director  of  SNCC; 
active  on  Delano  picket  lines.  (Exhibit  VI,  p.  178.) 

Harold  Verb — Berkeley;  Socialist  Workers  Party 
(Trotskyite)  ; writes  for  The  Militant  and  Berkeley 
Barb;  heretofore  mentioned  with  Tom  Sanders. 

Saul  and  Billie  Wachter — Fremont;  came  to  Delano 
with  caravan,  Nov.  6,  1965;  heretofore  mentioned  as 
Communists.  (Exhibit  VIII,  pp.  180-182.) 

David  Watkins — Dinuba;  car  used  as  strike  vehicle. 
1965. 

John  L.  Werner — Huntington  Beach;  car  used  as  strike 
vehicle,  1965. 

Carl  Westman — Los  Angeles  area;  reporter  for  Peo- 
ple’s World;  frequently  at  Delano. 

Anthony  Wilkinson — Los  Angeles  and  San  Francisco — 
son  of  Frank  Wilkinson,  Los  Angeles;  member  of  San 
Francisco  State  College  DuBois  Club ; in  Delano  Dec. 
1965. 

David  Williams — Signed  AWOC  Register  as  “Soci- 
ology Professor,”  on  Oct.  30, 1965,  with  social  worker 
Anita  Palm ; was  an  early  volunteer  for  strike  activ- 
ity; represented  American  Federation  of  State, 
County  and  Municipal  Employees,  Contra  Costa 
County.  (Exhibit  VII,  p.  179.) 

San  Francisco  Chronicle,  April  2,  1966. 
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Allen  Zak,  or  Laurence  Allen  Zak — Los  Angeles  area; 
heretofore  mentioned  as  a chairman  of  DuBois  Club 
near  Venice,  California;  reporter  for  People’s  World. 

This  list  is  included  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the 
numbers  and  backgrounds  of  outsiders  who  came  to  aid 
the  strikers,  and  to  influence  their  activities.  The  list  is 
by  no  means  complete,  as  there  were  hundreds  more  names 
on  the  official  AWOC  register,  and  many  others  who  did 
not  register.  The  names  of  the.  People’s  World  reporters 
are  included  not  for  the  reason  that  they  were  reporters 
covering  the  scene,  but  because  each  was  a trained  and 
disciplined  activist,  and  affiliated  with  a revolutionary 
world  movement  whose  members  are  necessarily  activists 
and  consultants  in  these  labor  controversies,  as  is  proven 
by  their  history  throughout  the  years. 

As  we  have  stated,  the  list  was  compiled  from  official 
registers  of  the  strike  organization  itself,  together  with 
official  records  of  the  law  enforcement  agencies  in  the 
area. 

We  are  certain  that  the  500  members  of  AWOC,  and 
a large  majority  of  the  membership  of  NFWA  were  in 
no  way  connected  with  any  of  the  New  Left  or  subversive 
organizations  that  swarmed  to  Delano.  The  concern  of 
the  membership  of  the  unions,  and  after  they  merged, 
of  the  resulting  union,  was  and  is  to  obtain  better  wages 
and  working  conditions.  We  are  saying  that  outsiders 
entered  the  Delano  strike  for  the  purpose  of  using  it  for 
their  own  purposes,  and  also  that  the  leaders  of  the 
unions  were  perhaps  carried  away  with  the  idea  of 
achieving  power  to  dictate  terms  to  the  growers,  and — -to 
some  extent — to  the  state  and  federal  governments. 


SPRING  MOBILIZATION— 1967 

History 

In  the  first  report  issued  by  this  committee  in  1943,  we 
discussed  a peace  group  comparable  to  the  Spring  Mobili- 
zation Committee  and  the  Student  Mobilization  Committee 
which  promoted  the  massive  demonstrations  in  New  York 
and  San  Francisco  on  April  15,  1967.  We  quote  from  page 
96  of  our  1943  report : 

“The  American  Peace  Mobilization  was  a Commu- 
nist front  organization  created  shortly  after  the  sign- 
ing of  the  Hitler- Stalin  pact.  About  that  time,  the 
Anti-Nazi  League  of  Hollywood  and  other  anti-Fascist 
front  organizations  of  the  Communist  Party  went  out 
of  business  and  Peace  Congresses  throughout  the 
country  generally,  and  the  American  Peace  Mobiliza- 
tion in  California  particularly,  came  into  being  prac- 
tically overnight.  ...” 

In  other  words,  it  became  expedient  for  the  Communist 
Party,  in  support  of  the  Soviet  Union  which  had  allied 
itself  with  Hitler,  to  try  to  prevent  the  United  States  from 
entering  the  war  that  was  then  in  process  in  Europe. 

But  the  situation  changed  abruptly  when  Hitler  double- 
crossed  Stalin  and  launched  an  attack  on  Soviet  territory 
in  June  1941.  Then  the  Soviet  Union  needed  help,  and  we 
beheld  the  spectacle  of  Communist-controlled  peace  organi- 
zations suddenly  transforming  themselves  into  bands  of 
bloodthirsty  jingoists  urging  the  United  States  to  enter 
the  war.  After  Pearl  Harbor  and  the  entry  of  United 
States  into  World  War  II,  it  is  well  remembered  by  those 
who  have  followed  Communist  Party  activities  over  many 
years,  that  the  CPUS  A was  frantically  beating  the  drums 
for  United  States  to  open  a second  front  in  Europe  to  draw 
some  of  Hitler’s  forces  out  of  the  Soviet  Union.  For  in- 
stance, in  our  1945  report,  page  138,  we  quoted  from  the 
Communist  Daily  People’s  World  of  July  9,  1943,  which 
reveals  sentiment  diametrically  opposite  from  that  of  the 
peace  fronts  of  1941. 
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“ . . . now,  in  this  crucial  summer  of  1943,  as  we  pre- 
pare for  the  greatest  military  offenses  to  smash  the 
Axis  enemy,  as  we  fight  to  hold  the  home  front  against 
the  fifth  column,  as  we  look  ahead  to  the  1944  elections 
— we  feel  that  the  People’s  Daily  World  will  be  more 
needed  than  ever  ...” 

The  Communist  Party,  U.S.A.,  is  neither  antiwar  nor 
prowar,  per  se.  It  is  simply  pro-Soviet,  and  only  that.  All 
Communists  witnessed  stark  proof  of  this  with  the  com- 
plete reversals  of  the  world  Communist  line  toward  war 
in  1939  and  again  in  1941.  From  the  time  the  Third  Inter- 
national was  formed,  when  each  member  party  throughout 
the  world  was  required  to  sign  Lenin’s  famous  21  points, 
those  mandates  were  binding.  They  still  are,  despite 
changes  in  name  and  organizational  structure  of  the  world 
apparatus. 

Two  of  Lenin’s  21  points,  pertinent  to  this  matter, 
adopted  July  1920,  are : 

“1.  The  entire  propaganda  and  agitation  must  bear 
a genuinely  communistic  character  and  agree  with  the 
program  and  the  decisions  of  the  Third  International. 
All  the  press  organs  of  the  party  must  be  managed  by 
responsible  Communists,  who  have  proved  their  devo- 
tion to  the  cause  of  the  proletariat  ...” 

And  Point  14 : 

‘ k 14.  Every  party  wishing  to  belong  to  the  Connnu- 
nist  International  is  obligated  to  offer  unqualified 
support  to  every  Soviet  Republic  in  its  struggle  with 
the  counterrevolutionary  forces.  The  Communist 
Parties  must  carry  on  a cleancut  propaganda  for 
hindering  of  the  transportation  of  munitions  of  war 
to  the  enemies  of  the  Soviet  Republic;  and  further- 
more, they  must  use  all  means,  legal  or  illegal,  to  carry 
propaganda,  etc.,  among  the  troops  sent  to  throttle  the 
workers  republic.”  1 

There  is  ample  evidence  of  the  Communist  effort  to 
soften,  infiltrate  and  subvert  the  countries  of  southeast 

1 Quoted  from  W.  J.  Ghent’s  book.  The  Reds  Briny  Reaction,  Princeton 
University  Press,  1923.  See  Appendix  A,  p.  87. 
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Asia,  Africa,  and  Latin  America.2  Therefore,  the  war  in 
Vietnam,  which  blocks  the  effort  of  world  Communism  to 
consolidate  the  countries  of  southeast  Asia  under  the  Mos- 
cow aegis,  must  be  opposed  at  all  costs.  The  national 
convention  of  the  Communist  Party,  U.S.A.,  placed  this 
matter  high  on  its  agenda  in  June  1966.  Daniel  Rubin 
described  it  in  an  article  in  Political  Affairs,  which  is  the 
official  in-depth  organ  of  the  Communist  Party. 

“We  were  front-page  news  in  every  city,  town  and 
hamlet  of  this  country  and  of  all  the  western  capitalist 
countries,  not  to  mention  the  voluminous  treatment 
given  in  the  mass  media  of  the  socialist  countries. 

“Much  of  the  publicity  identified  the  party  with  the 
struggle  to  get  17. S.  out  of  Vietnam  as  our  number 
one  task.  Considering  the  level  of  mass  sentiment  on 
this  issue,  such  as  publicity,  far  from  projecting  the 
Communists  as  alien  to  the  U.S.  scene,  related  us 
closely  to  the  deeply  felt  sentiments  of  millions  of 
our  countrymen.  ’ ’ 3 

This,  we  feel,  cpiite  clearly  states  the  situation:  It  is 
the  Communist  Party’s  number  one  task  to  get  the  United 
States  out  of  Vietnam. 

Plans  for  a spring  mobilization  were  formulated  in  a 
meeting  at  the  University  of  Chicago,  December  28-30, 
1966.  A “national  student  strike  for  peace”  was  planned 
to  promote  “Get  out  of  Vietnam”  demonstrations  for 
April  8-15,  1967.  A number  of  young  Communist  Party 
members  took  part  in  that  meeting,  including  Bettina 
Aptheker. 

In  addition  to  the  youth  group,  or  Student  Mobiliza- 
tion Committee,  a spring  mobilization  organization  was 
set  up  with  headquarters  in  New  York.  The  Student 
Mobilization  Committee  was  an  outgrowth  of  a National 
Student  Strike  for  Peace,  originally  promoted  by  self- 
described  Communist  Bettina  Aptheker  and  other  Com- 

2 See:  The  Yenan  Way,  by  Eudocio  Ravines,  Chas.  Scribner’s  Sons 

N.Y.,  1951 ; Inside  A Soviet  Embassy,  by  Aleksandr  Kaznatcheev, 
J.  B.  Lippincott  Co.,  N.Y.,  1962;  Soviet  Design  for  a World  State, 
by  Elliott  R.  Goodman,  Columbia  University  Press,  N.Y.,  1960; 
Worldwide  Communist  Propaganda,  by  F.  Bowen  Evans  (Ed.), 
MacMillan  Co.,  N.Y.,  1955;  Struggle  for  Asia,  by  Sir  Francis 
Low,  Frederick  A.  Praeger,  N.Y.,  1955. 

3 Political  Affairs,  August  1966,  p.  14. 
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rrnmist  youth  and  W.  E.  B.  DuBois  Club  members,  as 
pointed  out  in  a most  comprehensive  study  made  by  the 
House  Committee  on  Un-American  Activities.4 

In  the  Daily  Californian  of  January  30,  1967,  Miss 
Aptheker  set  forth  the  objectives  of  the  spring  mobiliza- 
tion : 

“ 1.  Bring  troops  home  now ; 

“2.  Oppose  the  draft ; 

“3.  Oppose  campus  complicity  with  the  war  effort.” 

These  objectives  are  practically  identical  with  those 
which  Miss  Aptheker  and  her  Communist  Party  col- 
leagues proposed  at  the  above-mentioned  meeting  in  Chi- 
cago, which  were  set  forth  in  the  report  in  the  National 
Guardian  of  January  14,  1967 : 

“1.  Bringing  the  GI’s  home  now; 

”2.  Opposing  the  draft  and  supporting  the  rights  of 
individuals  who  refuse  to  cooperate  with  the 
military  systems. 

”3.  Ending  campus  complicity  with  the  war  effort.” 

The  Student  Mobilization  Committee  on  the  Berkeley 
campus  was  supported  in  its  objectives  by:  Professors 
Richard  Strohman,  Reginald  Zelnik,  Peter  D.  Scott, 
Franz  Schurmann,  Stanley  Fowler  of  the  Cal  Christian 
Students;  Brian  O’Brien  and  Robert  Atkins  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Teachers,  Local  1570,  and  by 
Mario  and  Suzanne  Savio  and  Carolyn  Craven.3 

The  Trotskyist-Communists  moved  into  a strong  lead  in 
promoting  the  spring  mobilization,  and  Miss  Aptheker 
found  herself  in  the  anomalous  position  of  having  to 
work  with  the  one-time  sworn  enemies  of  her  Communist 
sect.  The  Socialist  Workers  Party  (Trotskyists),  2001 
Mil  via  Street,  Berkeley,  provided  space  for  the  Student, 
or  Campus,  Mobilization  Committee.0 

Kipp  Dawson,  the  executive  director  of  the  Spring 
Mobilization  Committee,  the  adult  organization,  was  a 

4 House  Committee  on  Un-American  Activities  Report,  Communist  Ori- 
gin and  Manipulation  of  Vietnam  Week,  April  8-15,  1967,  pub- 
lished March  31,  1967. 
r’  Daily  Californian,  January  30,  1967. 

0 See  : Communique  for  New  Politics,  March  30,  1967. 
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member  of  the  Socialist  Worker  Party  (SWP).7  Matters 
were  somewhat  evened  out,  however,  between  these  two 
sects  as  Spring  Mobilization  Committee  was  quartered  at 
55  Colton  Street,  San  Francisco,  which  was  also  the 
office  of  Californians  for  Liberal  Representation.  It  is 
essential  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  Trotskyist-Communists 
of  the  Fourth  International  also  support  the  Castro  and 
Ho  Chi  Minh  regimes.  The  Progressive  Labor  Party  sup- 
ports Mao,  Castro  and  Ho  Chi  Minh — hence  all  are  op- 
posed to  the  U.S.  in  Vietnam,  and  lay  aside  their  ideologi- 
cal differences  in  a common  cause. 

Edward  Keating,  West  Coast  chairman  of  Spring  Mo- 
bilization, was  also  the  publisher  of  the  leftwing  publica- 
tion Ramparts,  and  his  assistant  was  Don  Rothenberg,s 
who  was  identified  as  a member  of  the  Communist  Party, 
U.S. A.,  in  testimony  before  HCUA  in  1961.  Rothenberg  is 
also  northern  director  of  Californians  for  Liberal  Repre- 
sentation, which  provides  a sufficiently  close  proximity 
to  the  CPUSA  to  be  represented  in  the  protest  march  of 
April  15  in  San  Francisco. 

The  West  Coast  organ  of  the  Communist  Party,  Peo- 
ple’s World,  in  its  issue  for  April  15,  1967,  stated  in  a 
front-page  article  by  Margrit  Pittman  that : 

“This  national  mobilization  will  affirm  the  will  of 
the  American  people  for  peace  in  Vietnam,  and  a 
new  life  for  America  and  for  all  mankind. 

“We  speak  to  the  people  around  the  world  to 
mobilize  to  stop  the  war  in  Vietnam.  We  declare  not 
merely  a protest,  but  a new  beginning.” 

The  article  continues  to  explain  that  the  “new  begin- 
ning” concept  was  expressed  at  a standing-room-only 
meeting  of  the  Mobilization  Steering  Committee  on  April 
11,  and  that  “it  was  discussed  at  length  and  heatedly, 
but  what  emerged  from  the  divergence  of  views  was  the 
agreement  that  this  movement  is  entering  upon  a new 
phase  and  might  save  this  nation  from  disaster.” 

7 HCUA  report,  Communist  Origin  and  Manipulation  of  Vietnam  Week, 

op.  cit.,  p.  34. 

8 Masthead,  Ramparts,  March  .1967. 
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The  March 

A parade  was  planned  by  the  Spring  Mobilization  Com- 
mittee from  Market  Street  to  Second  Street  at  10  a.m., 
Saturday,  April  15.  The  march  was  to  proceed  four  miles 
to  Kezar  Stadium  in  Golden  Gate  Park,  where  the  rally 
would  be  addressed  by  such  speakers  as  Mrs.  Martin 
Luther  King,  Robert  Vaughn,  TV  star,  and  Julian  Bond, 
of  the  Georgia  Legislature.  A corresponding  rally  was 
planned  for  New  York  City  on  the  same  day,  with  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  antiwar  demonstrators  expected. 

However,  on  the  eve  of  the  event  in  San  Francisco,  dis- 
agreement broke  out.  The  Northern  California  Committee 
for  a Sane  Nuclear  Policy  (SANE)  refused  to  join  the 
protest,  saying  it  would  go  ahead  with  its  independent 
“Negotiation  Now”  drive  to  get  one  million  signatures 
supporting  United  Nations  Secretary  U Thant  ’s  efforts  to 
bring  about  peace.  San  Francisco  restaurateur  Victor 
Bergeron,  of  Trader  Vic’s,  protested  the  use  of  his  name 
in  connection  with  the  event,  and  the  Folk  Dance  Federa- 
tion of  California  did  likewise.  The  latter  condemned  “a 
false  piece  of  publicity”  which  had  listed  that  group’s 
“Blossom  Festival”  as  part  of  the  anti-Vietnam  war  pro- 
gram. 

While  some  religious  leaders  urged  participation  in 
the  march,  Rev.  Andrew  Juvinall  and  60  or  more  ministers 
and  priests  from  other  parts  of  the  state,  and  the  San 
Francisco  Council  of  Churches  announced  a boycott  of  the 
mobilization. 

Nevertheless,  as  in  the  case  of  the  massive  protests  prior 
to  United  States  entry  into  World  War  II,  the  antiwar 
spirit  ran  high.  Demonstrators  arrived  in  chartered  buses 
from  all  over  the  state  and  other  parts  of  the  West.  The 
Mobilization  Committee  announced  that  it  expected  at 
least  10,000  marchers  in  the  parade,  and  from  50,000  to 
60,000  in  attendance  at  the  Kezar  Stadium  rally.  The 
Steering  Committee  agreed  to  provide  700  monitors  with 
armbands  and  15  parade  captains  to  help  keep  order  in 
the  procession,  and  extra  police  were  assigned  to  the  route. 

A warmup  rally  was  held  in  Wheeler  Auditorium  on  the 
university  campus  in  Berkeley  the  evening  before  the  San 
Francisco  march  to  hear  Robert  Scheer  and  several  other 
speakers  criticize  American  involvement  in  Vietnam. 
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Scheer  is  quoted  as  saying:  “Americans  should  reevaluate 
the  entire  concept  of  foreign  policy,  especially  since  it  is 
based  on  the  theory  of  the  international  Communist  con- 
spiracy.” He  cited  the  Sino-Soviet  split,  independent 
North  Korea  and  Albania  to  prove,  as  he  said,  that  “such 
a conspiracy  simply  does  not  exist.  ” 

Scheer,  who  early  in  1967  went  to  Prague,  Czechoslo- 
vakia, reputedly  the  headquarters  of  several  international 
Communist  fronts,  is  probably  in  a good  position  to  answer 
the  question  factually.  We  quote  from  the  March  12-26 
issue  of  Sunday  Ramparts  (page  6)  : 

‘ ‘ Scheer,  in  London  to  interview  Bertrand  Russell, 
did  indeed  go  to  Prague  to  interview  representatives 
of  Vietnam’s  National  Liberation  Front.  After  visit- 
ing Leiden,  Holland,  to  interview  leaders  of  the  Inter- 
national Student  Conference  in  connection  with  the 
CIA-NSA  story,  he  also  spoke  to  members  of  the 
International  Union  of  Students,  ISC’s  pro-Commu- 
nist  counterpart,  headquartered  in  Prague,  to  develop 
any  further  information  for  the  forthcoming  CIA 
expose.” 

Fifty  Thousand  Protest  in  San  Francisco 

The  Spring  Mobilization,  both  in  New  York  and  San 
Francisco,  brought  out  greater  numbers  of  people  than 
even  the  organizers  had  predicted;  an  estimated  125,000 
in  New  York,  and  50,000  to  60,000  in  San  Francisco.  In 
New  York,  about  100  young  men  led  by  Cary  Rader,  23, 
president  of  the  student  body  at  Northwestern  University 
of  Evanston,  Illinois,  burned  their  draft  cards  as  part  of 
the  demonstration.  Also,  a crowd  in  Central  Park  burned 
a large  United  States  Flag  while  others  stood  by,  cheering. 
The  New  York  rally  heard  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  who 
recently  had  been  trying  to  amalgamate  the  civil  rights  and 
anti- Vietnam  war  movements.  Dr.  Benjamin  Spock  of 
SANE,  which  had  boycotted  the  San  Francisco  Mobiliza- 
tion, Floyd  McKissick  of  CORE  and  Stokely  Carmichael 
of  the  Student  Nonviolent  Coordinating  Committee,  were 
listed  as  speakers. 

In  San  Francisco,  an  estimated  35,000  people,  most  of 
whom  were  under  25,  marched  up  Market  Street  in  a line 
that  was  as  long  as  Market  Street  itself.  The  march  began 
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about  half  an  hour  ahead  of  schedule,  and  when  the  leaders 
arrived  at  Kezar  Stadium  four  miles  distant,  other  demon- 
strators were  still  forming  at  the  starting  point,  and  this, 
despite  a light  rain  that  was  falling  during  the  morning. 
The  parade  included  groups  with  many  causes,  from  black 
nationalism  to  Henry  George ’s  mild  form  of  socialism,  and 
there  were  “thousands  of  pacifists”  who  expressed  sym- 
pathy for  the  National  Liberation  Front  of  North  Viet- 
nam. At  one  point  of  the  march,  about  18  members  of  the 
American  Nazi  Party  heckled  the  marchers,  but  they  were 
quickly  dispersed  by  police. 

Among  the  causes  blazoned  on  placards  and  banners 
were  Bertrand  Russell’s  mock  war  crimes  trial  of  Presi- 
dent Johnson,  the  Viet  Cong,  and  civil  rights. 

Following  the  unprecedented  success  of  the  parade  and 
the  events  that  followed,  the  leftist  and  subversive  ele- 
ments that  were  involved  will  undoubtedly  continue  to 
angle  in  these  troubled  waters,  consolidate  their  gains  and 
push  not  only  for  an  end  of  the  war,  but  a victory  for  the 
North  Vietnamese  Communist  forces.  It  also  means  that 
they  have  ingratiated  themselves  deep  in  the  heart  of 
pacifist  groups  that  have  heretofore  repudiated  them. 
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THE  TWENTY-ONE  POINTS1 
{Adopted  July , 1920) 

The  second  congress  of  the  Communist  International  adopts 
the  following  conditions  for  membership  in  the  Communist 
International : 

1.  The  entire  propaganda  and  agitation  must  bear  a gen- 
uinely Communistic  character  and  agree  with  the  program 
and  the  decisions  of  the  Third  International.  All  the  press  or- 
gans of  the  party  must  be  managed  by  responsible  Commun- 
ists, who  have  proved  their  devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  prole- 
tariat. The  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  must  not  be  talked 
about  as  if  it  were  an  ordinary  formula  learned  by  heart,  but 
it  must  be  propagated  for  in  such  a way  as  to  make  its  neces- 
sity apparent  to  every  plain  worker,  soldier  and  peasant 
through  the  facts  of  daily  life,  which  must  be  systematically 
watched  by  our  press  and  fully  utilized  from  day  to  day. 

The  periodical  and  non-periodical  press  and  all  party  pub- 
lishing concerns  must  be  under  the  complete  control  of  the 
party  management,  regardless  of  the  fact  of  the  party  as  a 
whole  being  at  that  moment  legal  or  illegal.  It  is  inadmissible 
for  the  publishing  concerns  to  abuse  their  autonomy  and  to 
follow  a policy  which  does  not  entirely  correspond  to  the 
party’s  policy. 

In  the  columns  of  the  press,  at  public  meetings,  in  trade 
unions,  in  co-operatives,  and  all  other  places  where  the  sup- 
porters of  the  Third  International  are  admitted,  it  is  neces- 

1 There  are  two  English  translations  current  (both  of  them  obviously  bad) 
of  this  famous  document 
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sary  systematically  and  unmercifully  to  brand,  not  only  the 
bourgeoisie,  but  also  its  accomplices,  the  reformers  of  all 
types. 

2.  Every  organization  that  wishes  to  affiliate  with  the  Com- 
munist International  must  regularly  and  systematically  re- 
move the  reformist  and  “centrist”  elements  from  all  the  more 
or  less  important  posts  in  the  labor  movement  (in  party  or- 
ganizations, editorial  offices,  trade  unions,  parliamentary 
groups,  co-operatives,  and  municipal  administrations)  and 
replace  them  with  well-tried  Communists,  without  taking  of- 
fense at  the  fact  that,  especially  in  the  beginning,  the  places 
of  “experienced”  opportunists  will  be  filled  by  plain  workers 
from  the  masses. 

3.  In  nearly  every  country  of  Europe  and  America  the 
class  struggle  is  entering  upon  the  phase  of  civil  war.  Under 
such  circumstances  the  Communists  can  have  no  confidence  in 
bourgeois  legality.  It  is  their  duty  to  create  everywhere  a 
parallel  illegal  organization  machine  which  at  the  decisive 
moment  will  be  helpful  to  the  party  in  fulfilling  its  duty  to 
the  revolution.  In  all  countries  where  the  Communists,  because 
of  a state  of  siege  and  because  of  exceptional  laws  directed 
against  them,  are  unable  to  carry  on  their  whole  work  legally, 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  combine  legal  with  illegal  activi- 
ties. 

4.  The  duty  of  spreading  Communist  ideas  includes  the  spe- 
cial obligation  to  carry  on  a vigorous  and  systematic  propa- 
ganda in  the  army.  Where  this  agitation  is  forbidden  by  laws 
of  exception  it  is  to  be  carried  on  illegally.  Renunciation  of 
such  activities  would  be  the  same  as  treason  to  revolutionary 
duty  and  would  be  incompatible  with  membership  in  the  Third 
International. 

5.  It  is  necessary  to  carry  on  a systematic  and  well-planned 
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agitation  in  the  country  districts.  The  working  class  cannot 
triumph  unless  its  policy  will  have  insured  it  the  support  of 
the  country  proletariat  and  at  least  a part  of  the  poorer 
farmers,  and  the  neutrality  of  part  of  the  rest  of  the  village 
population.  The  Communistic  work  in  the  country  is  gaining 
greatly  in  importance  at  the  present  time.  It  must  principally 
be  carried  on  with  the  help  of  the  revolutionary  Communist 
workers  in  the  city  and  the  country  who  have  connections  in 
the  country.  Renunciation  of  this  work  or  its  transfer  to  un- 
reliable, semi-reformist  hands  is  equal  to  renunciation  of  the 
proletarian  revolution. 

6.  Every  party  that  wishes  to  belong  to  the  Third  Interna- 
tional is  obligated  to  unmask  not  only  open  social  patriotism, 
but  also  the  dishonesty  and  hypocrisy  of  social  pacifism,  and 
systematically  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  workers  the  fact 
that,  without  the  revolutionary  overthrow  of  capitalism,  no 
kind  of  an  international  court  of  arbitration,  no  kind  of  an 
agreement  regarding  the  limitation  of  armaments,  no  kind  of 
a “democratic”  renovation  of  the  League  of  Nations,  will  be 
able  to  prevent  fresh  imperialistic  wars. 

7.  The  parties  wishing  to  belong  to  the  Communist  Inter- 
national are  obligated  to  proclaim  a clean  break  with  reform- 
ism and  with  the  policy  of  the  “center”  and  to  propagate  this 
break  throughout  the  ranks  of  the  entire  party  membership. 
Without  this  a logical  Communist  policy  is  impossible.  The 
Communist  International  demands  unconditionally  and  in  the 
form  of  an  ultimatum  the  execution  of  this  break  within  a 
very  brief  period.  The  Communist  International  cannot  recon- 
cile itself  to  a condition  that  would  allow  notorious  opportun- 
ists, such  as  are  now  represented  by  Turati,  Kautsky,  Hil- 
ferding,  Hillquit,  Longuet,  Macdonald,  Modigliani,  et  al.,  to 
have  the  right  to  be  counted  as  members  of  the  Third  Interna- 
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tional.  That  could  only  lead  to  the  Third  International  re- 
sembling to  a high  degree  the  dead  Second  International. 

8.  In  the  matter  of  colonies  and  oppressed  nations  a par- 
ticularly clean-cut  stand  by  the  parties  is  necessary  in  those 
countries  whose  bourgeoisie  is  in  possession  of  colonies  and 
oppresses  other  nations.  Every  party  wishing  to  belong  to  the 
Communist  International  is  obligated  to  unmask  the  tricks  of 
its  own  imperialists  in  the  colonies ; to  support  every  move- 
ment for  freedom  in  the  colonies,  not  only  with  words  but  with 
deeds  ; to  demand  the  expulsion  of  its  native  imperialists  from 
those  colonies ; to  create  in  the  hearts  of  the  workers  of  its  own 
country  a genuine  fraternal  feeling  for  the  working  popula- 
tion of  the  colonies  and  for  the  oppressed  nations,  and  to 
carry  on  a systematic  agitation  among  the  troops  of  its  own 
country  against  all  oppression  of  the  colonial  peoples. 

9.  Every  party  wishing  to  belong  to  the  Communist  Inter- 
national must  systematically  and  persistently  develop  a Com- 
munist agitation  within  the  trade  unions,  the  workers’  and 
shop  councils,  the  co-operatives  of  consumption  and  other 
mass  organizations  of  the  workers.  Within  these  organizations 
it  is  necessary  to  organize  Communistic  nuclei1  which,  through 
continuous  and  persistent  work,  are  to  win  over  the  trade 
unions,  etc.,  for  the  cause  of  Communism.  These  nuclei  are  ob- 
ligated in  their  daily  work  everywhere  to  expose  the  treason  of 
social  patriots  and  the  instability  of  the  “center.”  The  Com- 
munist nuclei  must  be  completely  under  the  control  of  the 
party  as  a whole. 

10.  Every  party  belonging  to  the  Communist  International 
is  obligated  to  carry  on  a stubborn  struggle  against  the 
Amsterdam  International  of  the  yellow  trade  unions.  It  must 
carry  on  a most  emphatic  propaganda  among  the  workers  or- 
i In  the  other  translation,  “cells.” 
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ganized  in  trade  unions  for  a break  with  the  yellow  Amsterdam 
International.  With  all  its  means  it  must  support  the  rising 
International  Association  of  the  Red  trade  unions  which  affili- 
ate with  the  Communist  International. 

11.  Parties  wishing  to  belong  to  the  Third  International 
arc  obligated  to  subject  the  personnel  of  the  parliamentary 
groups  to  a revision,  to  cleanse  these  groups  of  all  unreliable 
elements,  and  to  make  these  groups  subject  to  the  party  ex- 
ecutives, not  only  in  form  but  in  fact,  by  demanding  that  each 
Communist  member  of  parliament  subordinate  his  entire  activi- 
ties to  the  interests  of  genuinely  revolutionary  propaganda 
and  agitation. 

12.  The  parties  belonging  to  the  Communist  International 
must  be  built  upon  the  principle  of  democratic  centralization. 
In  the  present  epoch  of  acute  civil  war  the  Communist  party 
will  be  in  a position  to  do  its  duty  only  if  it  is  organized  along 
extremely  centralized  lines,  if  it  is  controlled  by  iron  discipline 
and  if  its  party  central  body,  supported  by  the  confidence  of 
the  party  membership,  is  fully  equipped  with  power,  authority 
and  the  most  far-reaching  faculties. 

13.  The  Communist  parties  of  those  countries  where  the 
Communists  carry  on  their  work  legally  must  from  time  to  time 
institute  cleansings  (new  registrations)  of  the  personnel  of 
their  party  organization  in  order  to  systematically  rid  the 
party  of  the  petit  bourgeois  elements  creeping  into  it. 

14.  Every  party  wishing  to  belong  to  the  Communist  Inter- 
national is  obligated  to  offer  unqualified  support  to  every  So- 
viet republic  in  its  struggle  against  the  counter-revolutionary 
forces.  The  Communist  parties  must  carry  on  a clean-cut  pro- 
paganda for  the  hindering  of  the  transportation  of  munitions 
of  war  to  the  enemies  of  the  Soviet  Republic ; and  furthermore, 
they  must  use  all  means,  legal  or  illegal,  to  carry  propaganda, 
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etc.,  among  the  troops  sent  to  throttle  the  workers’  republic. 

15.  Parties  that  have  thus  far  still  retained  their  old  Social 
Democratic  programs  are  now  obligated  to  alter  these  pro- 
grams within  the  shortest  time  possible  and  in  accordance 
with  the  particular  conditions  of  their  countries,  work  out  a 
new  Communist  program  in  the  sense  of  the  decisions  of  the 
Communist  International.  As  a rule  the  program  of  every  party 
belonging  to  the  Communist  International  must  be  sanctioned 
by  the  regular  congress  of  the  Communist  International,  or 
by  its  executive  committee.  In  case  the  program  of  any  party 
is  not  sanctioned  by  the  executive  committee  of  the  Communist 
International,  the  party  concerned  has  the  right  to  appeal  to 
the  congress  of  the  Communist  International. 

16.  All  decisions  of  the  congress  of  the  Communist  Interna- 
tional, as  well  as  the  decisions  of  its  executive  committee,  are 
binding  upon  all  the  parties  belonging  to  the  Communist  In- 
ternational. The  Communist  International,  which  is  working 
under  conditions  of  the  most  acute  civil  war,  must  be  con- 
structed along  much  more  centralized  lines  than  was  the  case 
with  the  Second  International.  In  this  connection,  of  course, 
the  Communist  International  and  its  executive  committee  must, 
in  their  entire  activities,  take  into  consideration  the  varied  con- 
ditions under  which  the  individual  parties  have  to  fight  and 
labor,  and  adopt  decisions  of  only  general  application  regard- 
ing such  questions  as  can  be  covered  by  such  decisions. 

17.  In  connection  with  this,  all  parties  wishing  to  belong  to 
the  Communist  International  must  change  their  names.  Every 
party  wishing  to  belong  to  the  Communist  International  must 
bear  the  name:  Communist  party  of  such  and  such  a country 
(section  of  the  Third  Communist  International).  The  ques- 
tion of  name  is  not  only  a formal  matter,  but  is  also  to  a high 
degree  a political  question  of  great  importance  The  Communist 
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International  has  declared  war  upon  the  whole  bourgeois  world 
and  all  yellow  Social  Democratic  parties.  It  is  necessary  to 
make  clear  to  every  plain  workingman  the  difference  between 
the  Communist  parties  and  the  old  official  “Social  Democratic” 
and  “Socialist”  parties  that  have  betrayed  the  banner  of  the 
working  class. 

18.  All  the  leading  press  organs  of  the  parties  of  all  coun- 
tries are  obligated  to  print  all  important  official  documents  of 
the  executive  committee  of  the  Communist  International. 

19.  All  parties  that  belong  to  the  Communist  International, 
or  that  have  applied  for  admission  to  it,  are  obligated  to  call, 
as  soon  as  possible,  but  at  the  latest  not  more  than  four  months 
after  the  second  congress  of  the  Communist  International,  a 
special  convention  for  the  purpose  of  examining  all  these  con- 
ditions. In  this  connection  the  central  bodies  must  see  to  it 
that  all  the  local  organizations  are  made  acquainted  with  the 
decisions  of  the  second  congress  of  the  Communist  Interna- 
tional. 

20.  Those  parties  that  have  thus  far  wished  to  enter  into 
the  Third  International,  but  have  not  radically  changed  their 
former  tactics,  must  see  to  it  that  two-thirds  of  the  members 
of  their  central  committees  and  of  all  their  important  central 
bodies  are  comrades  who  unambiguously  and  publicly  declared 
in  favor  of  their  parties’  entry  into  the  Third  International 
before  the  second  congress  of  the  Communist  International. 
Exceptions  may  be  allowed  with  the  approval  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Third  International.  The  executive  commit- 
tee of  the  Communist  International  also  has  the  right  to  make 
exceptions  in  the  cases  of  the  representatives  of  the  “center” 
tendency  named  in  paragraph  7. 

21.  Those  party  members  who,  on  principle,  reject  the  con- 
ditions and  theses  laid  down  by  the  Communist  International 
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are  to  be  expelled  from  the  party.  The  same  thing  applies 
pecially  to  delegates  to  the  special  party  convention. 


COMMUNITY  FOR  NEW  POLITICS 

National  Organization 

The  New  Program  of  the  CPUS  A has  launched  polit- 
ical movements  through  which  the  party  seeks  to  con- 
trol candidates  for  public  office.  Especially  pertinent 
to  this  end  is  the  last  paragraph  of  the  Communist 
Party’s  New  Program: 

“We  are  ready  and  willing  to  join  with  others 
on  the  Left  to  create  agencies  or  sponsor  candidates 
to  present  Left  policies  and  viewpoints  in  the  public 
arena.  We  insist,  however,  that  such  endeavors  com- 
plement, rather  than  contradict,  the  broader  pro- 
gressive movements  that  are  still  confined  within 
the  two-party  framework.”  1 

Clearly,  the  Communists  were  looking  far  beyond  the 
spring  campaigns  of  1966  when  they  drafted  this  New 
Program.  Such  proved  to  be  the  case,  and  we  venture 
to  predict  that  this  line  will  be  pursued  until  they  are 
either  able  to  launch  a captive  third  party  or  abandon 
the  project  as  hopeless.  Actually,  a political  third  party 
or  open  Communist  political  party  is  not  quite  as  fright- 
ening as  it  may  appear.  In  the  mid-1940’s,  the  Com- 
munist Party  decided  on  just  such  a course,  and  created 
the  Independent  Progressive  Party.  We  described  it  in 
our  1947  report,  pages  233-244.  There  are  many  parallels 
to  the  present  situation,  but  more  important  is  what 
happened  to  the  Independent  Progressive  Party,  which 
we  reported  in  our  1955  report,  page  45 : 

“The  Communist  control  of  the  Independent 
Progressive  Party  soon  became  so  pronounced  and 
so  arrogant  that  it  drove  the  sincere  liberals  from 
its  ranks,  leaving  only  a handful  of  the  most  fanatic. 
This  exodus  from  the  organization  grew  to  such  an 
extent  that  at  the  last  statewide  political  election  in 
which  Independent  Progressive  Party  candidates 

1 New  Program  of  the  Communist  Party,  U.S.A.,  New  York,  Political 
Affairs  Publishers,  1966. 


(97) 


98 


UN-AMERICAN  ACTIVITIES  IN  CALIFORNIA 


were  eligible  to  participate,  the  voting  strength  of 
the  organization  fell  so  far  below  the  state  require- 
ment that  it  could  not  qualify  as  a political  party 
in  California.” 

The  political  climate  of  today  is  considerably  different 
from  1946  and  1947.  The  ad  hoc  operations  of  the  New 
Left  in  the  fields  of  civil  rights,  the  student  protests,  and 
protests  against  the  war  in  Vietnam  have  built  up  a 
much  greater  acceptance  of  the  Communist  Party  name 
than  existed  twenty  years  ago.  New  Left  leaders,  such  as 
Carl  Oglesby,  president  of  Students  for  a Democratic 
Society,  said  that  Communists  were  “welcome”  in  his 
organization. 

As  an  example  of  New  Left  strange  bedfellows,  there 
was  a Referendum  Committee,  set  up  to  promote  a Peace 
Referendum  on  the  ballot  in  the  Berkeley  Municipal 
Election  of  April  4,  1967,  which  was  composed  of  Bettina 
Aptheker,  CPUSA;  Peter  Camejo,  Socialist  Workers 
Party;  Robert  Avakian,  Community  for  New  Politics 
(an  outgrowth  of  Scheer-for-Congress) ; Carl  Frank  of 
the  Vietnam  Day  Committee ; Cliff  Humphrey,  United 
Committee  Against  War;  Hal  Jacobs,  Students  for  a 
Democratic  Society;  Robert  Randolph,  Berkeley  corre- 
spondent for  the  leftwing  National  Guardian;  John 
Raymond,  editor  of  the  Berkeley  Citizen,  newspaper  of 
the  Berkeley  Co-ops;  Robert  Scheer,  managing  editor  of 
Ramparts  magazine;  Max  Scherr,  publisher  of  the  Bo'ke- 
ley  Barh,  and  Reginald  Zelnik,  Faculty  Peace  Committee 
on  the  Berkeley  Campus. 

Other  known  Communists  also  achieved  a degree  of 
“social  recognition,”  one  of  whom  we  will  discuss  a little 
later.  It  is  possible  that  an  open  Communist  Party  can 
win  a place  on  the  ballot  in  some  states  in  the  near 
future;  California  and  New  York  would  undoubtedly 
be  the  first.  What  we  are  dealing  with  here  is  a group 
which  has  been  launched  by  Communists,  with  non-Com- 
munists  cooperating. 

In  May  1966,  while  most  of  the  New  Left  campaigns 
were  under  way,  a National  Conference  for  New  Politics 
(NCNP)  was  set  up  in  Washington,  D.C.  (Exhibit  I.)  An 
organizational  meeting  was  held  in  New  York  on  June  11 
and  12,  only  a few  days  before  the  opening  of  the  national 
convention  of  the  Communist  Party,  U.S.A.  We  quote 
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from  an  article  on  this  meeting  from  the  National  Guard- 
ian of  June  18,  1966,  page  2: 

“The  organization  developed  out  of  a year  of 
meetings  and  talks  looking  forward  to  the  support 
of  candidates  in  local  campaigns  who  have  accepted 
‘new  politics.’  A statement  of  purpose  defines  the 
new  politics  as  ‘a  politics  of  ordinary  people  who 
want  to  control  democratically  the  decisions  that 
affect  their  lives  . . This  new  politics  is  built  by 
people  who  demand  that  our  nation  fulfill  its  pledge 
to  abolish  racial  discrimination  and  poverty;  who 
understand  the  necessity  of  ending  the  cold  war 
and  American  military  intervention  abroad,  and 
creating  j£^rM  disarmament  and  a decent  rela- 
tionship with  societies  undertaking  revolutionary 
change;  who  want  to  end  the  depletion  of  our  re- 
sources by  an  ever-growing  military  budget  and 
use  our  enormous  productive  capacity  to  meet  the 
staggering  social  needs  that  led  to  Watts,  for  ending 
the  public  squalor  that  disfigures  our  cities,  our 
suburbs  and  our  countryside,  and  for  building  a 
good  society  at  home  and  abroad.  ’ ’ 

The  People’s  World , West  Coast  organ  of  the  Com- 
munist Party,  in  reporting  the  same  meeting  phrased  the 
same  four  “demands,”  as: 

“1.  The  end  of  the  Vietnam  war,  the  cold  war  and 
all  U.S.  intervention  abroad; 

“2.  The  abolition  of  racial  discrimination; 

“3.  World  disarmament  and  a decent  relationship 
with  societies  undertaking  revolutionary  change ; 
“4.  Use  of  present  military  appropriations  to  meet 
the  staggering  social  needs  of  the  country.”  2 

We  have  no  explanation  for  the  slight  discrepancy  in 
reporting  the  issues  unless  they  were  purposely  pre- 
sented differently  to  a somewhat  different  set  of  readers. 
The  People’s  World  is  must  reading  for  Communist  Party 
members  on  the  West  Coast;  the  National  Guardian  cir- 
culates in  a wider  spectrum  of  the  left. 

2 People’s  World,  June  18,  1966,  p.  12. 
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Resuming;  the  report  of  the  National  Guardian:  Co- 
chairmen  of  NCNP  were  named  as  Julian  Bond  and 
Simon  Casadv.  Again  we  quote : 

“The  NCNP  National  Council,  still  in  formation, 
covers  a wide  range  of  organizations  and  political 
philosophies  from  liberal  to  radical  . . . from  the 
Fellowship  of  Reconciliation  to  the  Student  Non- 
violent Coordinating  Committee;  the  World  Federal- 
ists to  the  Mississippi  Freedom  Democratic  Party 
(and  individuals) ; the  Reverend  William  Sloane 
Coffin,  chaplain  of  Yale  to  Dick  Gregory,  the  come- 
dian; the  editors  and  publishers  of  five  weekly  and 
monthly  publications:  Nation,  Bam  parts,  Frontier, 
Texas  Observer  and  New  York  Review,  to  two  AFL- 
CIO  union  functionaries,  State,  County  and  Mu- 
nicipal Workers  and  Packinghouse  Workers.” 

The  organization  planned  to  set  up  a $500,000  fund 
campaign  and  summer  workshop  on  campaign  techniques, 
beginning  on  the  campus  of  the  University  of  Michigan 
at  Ann  Arbor  on  June  20.  The  goal  was  to  train  1,000 
campaign  workers  who  would,  in  turn,  teach  courses  to 
persons  engaged  in  campaigns.  A headquarters  office  was 
opened  at  663  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York. 

The  People's  World  article  names  the  following  mem- 
bers of  the  National  Board:  Stokely  Carmichael,  Dr. 
Benjamin  Spock,  Paul  Booth,  of  Students  for  a Demo- 
cratic Society,  Paul  Albert  and  Michael  Schneider,  Cali- 
fornia Democratic  Council  (CDC),  Josiali  Beeman  III, 
California  Federation  of  Young  Democrats,  Warren  Hin- 
kle, Executive  Editor,  Ramparts,  and  Hallock  Hoffman, 
secretary-treasurer,  Center  for  the  Study  of  Democratic 
Institutions,  Santa  Barbara,  and  president,  Pacifica 
Foundation.3 

This  meeting  stressed  the  “excellent”  showing  of  “new 
politics”  candidates,  and  the  People’s  World  summed  up 
the  showing  of  those  in  northern  California  in  the  June 
primary  election  as  follows: 

William  M.  Bennett,  “militant  state  Public  Utilities 
Commissioner,”  450,000  votes,  statewide; 

■'People’s  World,  June  18,  1966. 
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Robert  Scheer,  “waged  a strong  race,”  and  received 
45  percent  of  the  Democratic  vote  in  the  Seventh 
Congressional  District ; 

Robert  Treuhaft,  30  percent  of  the  vote  for  district 
attorney  in  Alameda  County; 

Edward  M.  Keating  (Ramparts) , 44  percent  of  the 
Democratic  votes  in  the  11th  Congressional  District; 

Philip  Y.  Drath  “lost  a close  battle  in  the  First  Con- 
gressional District.” 

The  figures  quoted  are  those  of  the  People’s  W orld. 

Whether  or  not  the  figures  were  slightly  elasticized  by 
the  Communist  publication,  the  fact  remains  that  the 
Communist  Party  was  enormously  pleased  with  the  re- 
sults of  the  June  7,  1966,  primary  election  in  California. 
An  article  in  their  official  publication,  the  monthly  Polit- 
ical Affairs  for  September  1966.  states : 

“The  primary,  which  showed  the  increasing  polar- 
ization of  the  California  electorate  under  the  strains 
of  the  escalating  war  in  Vietnam  and  the  unresolved 
problems  of  the  new  stage  of  the  Negro  struggle,  had 
as  its  truly  encouraging  feature  the  phenomenal  vote 
for  the  peace  candidates.  Incumbent  congressional 
candidates  who  have  notedly  criticized  the  war, 
Philip  Burton  of  San  Francisco,  Don  Edwards  of 
San  Jose  and  George  Brown  of  Los  Angeles,  won 
decisively.  But  even  more  significant,  the  new  peace 
candidates  uniformly  registered  in  the  neighborhood 
of  40-45  percent  of  the  vote  in  the  Democratic  pri- 
mary. Besides  the  widely  publicized  campaign  for 
Congress  of  Robert  Scheer  in  the  Berkeley-Oakland 
area,  there  were  five  other  such  peace  candidates  for 
Congress  including  two  in  Los  Angeles,  as  well  as 
several  candidates  for  the  State  Senate  and  Assembly. 
Included  among  the  peace  votes  must  be  the  fact 
that,  as  one  paper  put  it,  ‘More  than  85,000  people 
in  Los  Angeles  voted  for  a peace  candidate  who  is  a 
well  known  Communist  Party  leader — Dorothy  Hea- 
ley . . . running  for  the  nonpartisan  office  of  Los 
Angeles  County  Tax  Assessor.’  ” 

Continuing  quotations  from  the  article,  page  16 : 

“The  campaign  provided  an  opening  to  broad  sec- 
tions of  the  non-Communist  left  as  well  as  to  youth. 
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On  campuses  where  she  had  previously  spoken  on  the 
Communist  Party  generally,  Comrade  Healey  was  in- 
vited to  return  and  speak  on  her  campaign  by  such 
organizations  as  Students  for  a Democratic  Society, 
CORE  and  the  DuBois  Clubs.  Non-Communist  youth 
were  among  her  major  campaign  workers  and  litera- 
ture distributors  ...” 

On  page  17 : 

“What  was  the  significance  of  the  vote1?  The  86,000 
vote  was  the  highest  ever  attained  by  a Communist  in 
California  for  any  office  where  the  Communist  was 
not  the  only  candidate  challenging  the  incumbent.  . . . 
The  vote  was  definitely  not  an  antiincumbent  vote. 
Two  other  antiincumbent  candidates  were  on  the 
ballot,  one  (O’Connor)  getting  some  240,000,  while 
the  other  got  less  than  Comrade  Healey  ...” 

In  other  words,  the  Communist  Party  was  jubilant  over 
the  California  primary  election  results,  even  though  none 
of  the  New  Left  candidates  won.  The  National  Conference 
for  New  Politics  may  or  may  not  come  under  Communist 
Party  domination.  It  is  too  early  to  predict.  It  cannot  be 
predicted  if  it  will  form  the  nucleus  of  a national  third 
party  movement.  Almost  nothing  has  been  heard  about 
NCNP  from  the  time  of  its  inception  up  to  the  time  of  this 
writing,  April  1967. 

Paul  Booth  of  Students  for  a Democratic  Society,  one  of 
the  national  board,  represented  NCNP  in  the  “mobiliza- 
tion” for  Vietnam  Week,  April  8-15, 1967. 4 

At  the  beginning  of  the  primary  campaign  in  1966,  Cali- 
fornians for  Liberal  Representation  of  San  Francisco, 
which  had  been  dormant  for  some  time,  was  revived  with 
the  arrival  in  California  of  Don  Rothenberg,  an  experi- 
enced organizer  and  financial  expert,  who  took  over  as 
northern  California  director.  (See  Exhibit  II.) 

Rothenberg,  born  July  19, 1924,  in  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
came  to  California  from  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  February 
1966.  His  application  for  a telephone  (526-0210),  the  one 
listed  for  him  on  the  accompanying  exhibit,  was  filed  in 
Berkeley  February  16,  1966,  and  he  stated  he  had  recently 
arrived  from  Cleveland  and  was  employed  by  the  Cali- 

4 HCUA  report.  Communist  Origin  and  Manipulation  of  Vietnam 
Week,  op.  cit.,  pp.  33,  51. 
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fornians  for  Liberal  Representation.  In  testimony  before 
the  House  Committee  on  Un-American  Activities  in  Day- 
ton,  Ohio,  on  September  14,  1954,  Rothenberg  stated  that 
be  was  then  state  director  of  the  Ohio  Progressive  Party. 
Records  of  the  House  Committee  on  Un-American  Activi- 
ties for  August  25,  1966,  show  that  he  had  been  the  finance 
director  for  the  National  Rosenberg  Committee,  later 
known  as  the  National  Committee  to  Secure  Justice  for  the 
Rosenberg's  and  Morton  Sobell.  Ethel  and  Julius  Rosen- 
berg were  executed  as  spies  for  the  Soviet  Union,  and 
Sobell  is  still  serving  time  on  his  conviction  as  a spy. 
Testifying  before  the  House  Committee  on  Un-American 
Activities  on  June  11, 1951,  Mrs.  Mary  Stalcup  Markward, 
formerly  secretary  of  the  Washington,  D.C.,  unit  of  the 
Communist  Party,  stated  that  Rothenberg  had  been  a 
member  of  a Communist  cell  in  Washington  in  1943,  and 
that  he  had  been  a District  of  Columbia  organizer  for  the 
Southern  Conference  for  Human  Welfare,  a Communist 
front.  His  subsequent  activities  have  followed  the  same 
pattern,  according  to  records  of  various  dates  of  the  House 
Committee  on  Un-American  Activities,  and  of  the  Ohio 
Un-American  Activities  Committee. 

Rothenberg,  while  still  active  in  Californians  for  Liberal 
Representation  (at  this  writing,  April  1967)  is  also  listed 
on  the  masthead  of  Ramparts  magazine  (March  1967)  as 
assistant  to  the  publisher.  Edward  Keating,  publisher  of 
Ramparts , was  one  of  the  candidates  for  Congress  en- 
dorsed by  Californians  for  Liberal  Representation  (CLR). 
He  also  took  an  active  part  in  CLR,  as  we  will  bring  out 
later  in  this  report. 

As  to  other  members  of  the  CLR,  Arthur  Bierman,  San 
Francisco  State  College,  and  Franklyn  Brann  were  signers 
of  the  statement  supporting  the  Free  Speech  Movement. 
Malcolm  Burnstein  was  one  of  the  FSM  attorneys,5  and 
was  at  one  time  a member  of  the  firm  of  Edises  and  Treu- 
haft,  identified  Communist  attorneys.  Insofar  as  Richard 
Strohman  is  concerned,  he  has  been  active  in  leftist  activi- 
ties on  the  campus  of  the  University  of  California.  Marshall 
Windmiller,  San  Francisco  State  College,  was  a contribu- 
tor to  the  People’s  World  of  March  11,  1967, G and  has  long 
been  identified  with  liberal-to-left  causes  in  the  bay  area. 

5 See  our  1965  report,  p.  92. 

G Page  11,  “Muhammad  Ali  and  the  New  Game.” 
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Thomas  Winnett  was  a member  of  the  Finance  Committee 
in  the  Scheer-for-Congress  campaign. 

However,  none  of  the  others  approaches  Don  Rotlien- 
berg  in  importance.  A party  member  of  his  experience  and 
apparent  capabilities  can  direct  the  activities  of  several 
organizations  simultaneously . 

Two  more  “peace”  candidates  were  later  added  to  the 
roster  of  those  endorsed  by  CLR:  Dr.  Carlton  Goodlett, 
onetime  candidate  for  Governor,  and  Robert  Treuliaft, 
for  district  attorney,  Alameda  County  (nonpartisan). 
Both  lost. 

Soon  after  the  election  was  over  three  CLR -endorsed 
candidates  called  a press  conference  to  announce  that 
their  fight  would  continue.  They  were  Phillip  Dratli, 
Edward  M.  Keating  and  Robert  Scheer.  They  included 
in  their  group  the  absent  Robert  Treuliaft,  William  Ben- 
nett and  Franklvn  Brann  of  the  Californians  for  Liberal 
Representation.  Scheer  led  off  with  the  statement:  “I 
care  nothing  for  the  loyalty  of  the  Democratic  Party.  I'm 
not  a Democrat;  I’m  a human  being.” 

The  following  day,  Simon  Casady,  identifying  himself 
as  cochairman  of  the  National  Conference  for  New  Poli- 
tics, told  the  news  media  that  his  organization  planned  to 
develop  “a  skilled  cadre  of  campaign  workers  to  move  in 
where  they  are  needed,”  and  that  the  issue  on  which 
candidates  would  concentrate  would  be  ending  the  war  in 
Vietnam,  abolishing  racial  discrimination  and  poverty, 
redirecting  national  funds  from  the  military  to  “social 
needs”;  and  “a  decent  relationship  with  societies  under- 
taking revolutionary  change.”  These  then,  were  the 
planks  of  the  platform  of  the  National  Conference  for 
New  Politics. 

Robert  Scheer  moved  quickly  after  the  primary  to 
build  a permanent  organization  around  his  campaign 
staff,  workers  and  contributors.  About  June  15,  he  sent 
out  a form  letter  on  the  letterhead  of  Scheer  for  Congress, 
2214  Grove  Street,  Berkeley,  which  read  in  part: 

“Dear  Friend: 

“Your  support  was  responsible  for  our  moral  vic- 
tory and  political  success  on  June  7 . . . 

“We  have  several  exciting  projects  planned  for  the 
near  future  on  which  we  need  your  help.  Our  precinct 
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workers  can  help  Oakland’s  Ad  Hoc  Committee  on 
Quality  Education  in  its  protest  against  segregation 
in  and  discrimination  against  Flatlands  schools.  We 
are  setting  up  a project  to  tutor  minority-group 
children  in  Oakland.  We  are  also  organizing  a Legal 
Aid  Committee  which  will  provide  free  legal  advice 
and  help  Oakland’s  poor  obtain  their  legal  rights. 
For  these  community  projects  to  be  successful,  we 
must  keep  some  of  our  offices  staffed  and  open  . . . 

“Our  next  campaign  meeting  will  be  at  7:30  p.m. 
on  Wednesday,  June  29,  at  Washington  School  . . . 

“Yours  for  Peace  and  Freedom, 
“Robert  Scheer” 

In  July,  a biweekly  publication  came  into  being  at  the 
former  Scheer-for-Congress  headquarters,  the  name  of 
which  was  Communique  for  New  Politics.  Volume  I, 
Number  One,  dated  July  25,  1966,  carried  the  following- 
announcement  on  the  front  page: 

“to  ALL  WHO  SUPPORTED  SCHEER  FOR  CONGRESS: 

1 1 Our  campaign  was  founded  on  assumptions  which 
are  at  odds  with  mainstream  American  politics.  We 
are  concerned  with  issues  and  not  personalities.  We 
were  committed  to  development  of  community  dia- 
logue and  involvement,  and  not  merely  to  electoral 
victory.  The  fact  that  we  obtained  an  unexpectedly 
large  vote  does  not  change  this  commitment,  but 
rather  reinforces  it.  The  Community  for  New  Poli- 
tics was  formed  to  carry  out  this  commitment.  We 
are,  in  fact,  in  a very  favorable  position  to  implement 
a ‘new  politics.’  The  campaign  produced  strong 
community  ties  and  the  beginnings  of  a serious  pro- 
gram. If  we  succeed  in  new  politics,  it  will  serve  as 
a much  needed  mode  for  American  political  life.  If 
we  fail  to  seriously  attempt  it  we  betray  not  only 
the  larger  community  but  our  most  significant  hopes 
as  well. 

“This  will  be  a more  difficult  period  than  that 
which  preceded  the  election — it  requires  all  of  our 
support. 


— Robert  Scheer.  ’ ’ 
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The  concerns  of  the  Community  for  New  Politics 
(CNP),  as  given  in  the  July  25  issue  of  Communique 
were:  low-income  housing  and  urban  renewal  in  Oak- 
land; code  enforcement  in  North  Oakland;  city  councils, 
Berkeley  and  Oakland,  voting  records;  the  Vietnam 
war  and  peace  issues ; schools — desegregation  and  quality 
education,  and  development  of  an  alternative  master 
plan  for  Berkeley,  including  health  care.  The  following 
committees  were  announced:  Berkeley  precincts,  Fred 
Gibson;  platform,  Ivan  Kramer;  tutorial,  Claude  Odon; 
peace  action,  Guy  Saperstein;  finance,  Thomas  Winnett; 
press  and  publicity,  Pete  Collier;  elections  analysis,  Jeff 
Schevitz ; legal  aid,  Malcolm  Burnstein ; newsletter,  Bill 
Buckman  (who  was  editor  of  Communique  through 
1966) ; and  research,  Joan  Kramer. 

In  the  issue  of  August  8,  which  was  Number  Two,  the 
Ad  Hoc  Committee  for  Quality  Education  is  given  front 
page  attention,  as  well  as  one  of  its  leaders,  Elijah 
Turner,  for  whom  a “Turner  Fund”  was  established  at 
the  headquarters  of  Community  for  New  Politics,  2214 
Grove  Street,  to  send  him  to  the  Twelfth  World  Peace 
Congress,  July  28-August  20,  in  Tokyo. 

A meeting  held  July  30  in  Berkeley  at  the  Le  Conte 
School  auditorium  to  discuss  “a  meaningful  role”  for 
the  organization  in  the  November  elections  heard  the 
following  in  a panel  discussion:  Benson  Brown,  Bob 
Kaufman,  Mario  Savio,  Ernie  Haberkern,  Thomas 
Winnett,  Douglas  Hill,  Carl  Bloice  and  Don  Rothen- 
berg,  who  “gave  a detailed  explanation  of  procedure 
necessary  to  get  an  initiative  measure  on  the  ballot.”  7 

Douglas  Wachter,  member  of  an  old  Communist  family 
and  a delegate  from  Berkeley  to  the  17th  National  Con- 
vention of  the  Communist  Party  of  the  United  States 
in  1959, s was  added  to  the  staff  of  Communique  as  pho- 
tographer in  the  September  5 issue.  Professor  Stephen 
Smale,  former  cochairman  of  the  Vietnam  Day  Commit- 
tee, who  went  to  Moscow  to  attend  the  International 
Congress  of  Mathematics  at  the  time  the  House  Com- 
mittee on  Un-American  Activities  wanted  to  question 
him  in  Washington,  told  his  story  in  that  publication, 
7 Communique  for  New  Politics,  August  8,  1966. 

H Political  Affairs,  March  1960,  p.  73;  see  also,  1961  report,  pp.  24, 
28-32,  78;  Supplement  to  1966  report,  p.  71. 
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concluding  with  the  statement:  “U.S.  intervention  [in 
Vietnam]  is  much  more  dangerous  and  brutal  than  the 
Soviet  intervention  in  Hungary  in  1956.” 

On  the  Berkeley  campus,  the  Community  for  New 
Politics,  or  the  registered  student  organization  under 
the  name  Campus  Community  for  Newr  Politics,  was 
represented  on  the  Council  of  Campus  Organizations 
by  activist  David  Kolodney.  This  campus  organization 
collaborated  with  Students  for  a Democratic  Society  in 
calling  for  a demonstration  at  the  Navy  recruiting  table 
on  November  30.  This  sparked  the  second  student  rebel- 
lion on  the  Berkeley  campus. 

The  Campus  Community  for  Scheer,  which  was  the 
registered  student  organization  for  the  Scheer-for-Con- 
gress  campaign,  filed  an  application  on  September  16, 
1965,  and  those  signing  it  were  J ack  Kurzweil  and  Conn 
Hallinan,  with  Professor  Richard  Strohman  as  faculty 
adviser.9  Jack  Kurzweil  is  Bettina  Aptheker’s  husband; 
Conn  Hallinan  is  one  of  the  six  sons  of  the  leftwing 
attorney,  Vincent  Hallinan. 

The  Campus  Community  for  New  Politics  registered 
for  use  of  university  facilities  on  October  28,  1966,  and 
those  signing  the  form  were:  David  Fogarty,  steering 
committee;  J.  Mike  Syvanen,  Jim  Hawley  and  John 
E.  Poole.10  J.  Mike  Syvanen  is  one  of  those  who  signed 
the  registration  of  the  Communist  Party  Forum  with 
Bettina  Aptheker.11  The  liaison  officer,  David  Kolodney, 
mentioned  above,  was  one  of  those  arrested  in  the  Sproul 
Hall  sit-in  December  3,  1964,  and  was  one  of  the  leaders 
of  the  Free  Speech  Movement. 

While  the  Scheer  organization  had  officially  left 
the  campus,  as  stated  by  the  former  campaign  coordinator, 
Zoe  Isom  in  her  article  in  Steps , Number  One  (publication 
of  the  Free  University  of  Berkeley),  the  Campus  Commu- 
nity for  New  Politics  provided  a link  between  the  campus 
and  the  outside  “community,”  and  remained  one  of  the 
active  forces  in  pushing  forward  the  objectives  of  the 
Scheer  campaign. 

9 University  records. 

10  Ibid. 

11  Ibid. 
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Names  of  both  students  and  faculty  were  sought  on  the 
campus  for  a petition  originated  and  circulated  by  the 
Community  for  New  Politics  seeking  a charter  amendment 
for  the  City  of  Berkeley  to  establish  an  Office  of  Peace 
Advocacy  and  Education,  or  Peace  Information  Office.12 
J ohn  R.  Searle,  special  assistant  to  the  chancellor  on  stu- 
dent affairs,  was  one  of  those  who  signed  it,  with  Mario 
Savio,  Malvina  Reynolds,  Don  Rothenberg,  Carl  Bloice, 
Dr.  Ephraim  Kalin,  Professor  Franz  Schurmann  and  Pro- 
fessor Richard  Strohman.  Names  of  6,500  voters  were 
necessary  to  put  the  issue  on  the  ballot  of  November  8, 
and  only  5,000  had  been  collected  at  the  time  of  the  dead- 
line, but  the  CNP  urged  the  petition  circulators  to  try  for 
the  required  number  of  names  so  a request  for  a special 
election  could  be  made.13 

Statewide  Conference 

In  September,  Scheer  announced  that  his  organization 
would  work  with  Californians  for  Liberal  Representation 
to  promote  a statewide  conference  on  “New  Politics,”  to 
be  held  in  Los  Angeles,  September  30-October  2.  (Exhibit 
III.)  The  purpose  was  to  “weld  California’s  unrepre- 
sented into  a strong  political  force.”  “The  unrepresented” 
were  a favorite  target  of  Robert  Scheer ’s  attention.  It  was 
at  a meeting  of  the  “Congress  of  Unrepresented  People, ” 
sponsored  by  the  Vietnam  Day  Committee,  at  Lake  Mer- 
ritt Park,  Oakland,  August  21,  1965,  that  Scheer  laid 
down  the  gauntlet  to  Congressman  J effery  Cohelan. 

Literature  on  the  statewide  conference  was  passed  out 
on  the  university  campus  at  Berkeley  by  the  Campus  Com- 
munity for  New  Politics.  Various  other  student  organiza- 
tions, including  the  Independent  Socialist  Club,  the  Viet- 
nam Day  Committee,  Students  for  a Democratic  Society, 
supported  it.  Sunday  Ramparts  of  October  2,  1966,  ran  a 
quarter-page  advertisement.  In  fact,  the  entire  New  Left 
community  of  California  was  involved  in  promoting  the 
conference,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  partial  list  of 
sponsors : 14 

12  Communique  for  New  Politics , Aug.  8,  1966. 

13  Ibid.,  Sept.  19, 1966. 

14  Brochure,  Statewide  Conference  on  Power  and  Politics,  Sept.  30,  Oct. 

1,  Oct.  2,  (1966),  issued  by  Statewide  Conference  Committee,  722 

S.  Western  Ave.,  Los  Angeles  and  55  Colton  St.,  San  Francisco. 
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Dr.  Murray  Abowitz 

Ruth  Abraham 

John  Adair 

Bettina  Aptheker 

Pat  Arnold 

Marshall  Axelrod 

Prof.  Gerald  Berreman 

Jim  Berland 

John  C.  Blair 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leo  Blanken 

Carl  Bloice 

Frankly n K.  Brann 

Farrell  Broslawsky 

Lucia  Buchanan 

Malcolm  Burnstein 

Michael  Caro 

Rev.  Ralph  Capolungo 

Eliseo  Carrillo,  Jr. 

Clay  Carson 
Arthur  Carstens 
Simon  Casady 
Mary  Clarke 
Robert  Cleveland 
Joseph  Close 
Simmie  Lee  Coffey 
Mark  Comfort 
Christopher  Cooper 
Bert  Corona 
George  M.  Cowell 
Raymond  Cox 
J.  C.  Davis,  Jr. 

Phil  Drath 

Prof,  and  Mrs.  Vincent  Duckies 

Christine  DuGuay 

Don  Duncan 

Roderick  Duncan 

Mert  Dushkes 

Edgar  R.  Edwards 

Cassius  Ellis 

Ruth  Ehrlich 

William  Ferguson 

Kenneth  Finis 

Jerome  Fishkin 

A.  E.  Flanigan 

Shirley  Faust 

H.  Bruce  Franklin 

Rev.  Stephen  H.  Fritchman 

Tamara  Furnish 

John  D.  George 

Ben  Ginden 


Elsie  A.  Giorgi 
Juan  Gonzalez 
Robert  E.  Gonzalez 
Dr.  Carlton  Goodlett 
Booker  Griffin 
LeRue  Grim 
Dale  Gronemeier 
Keith  Gundersen 
Monty  A.  Guterman 
John  R.  Haag 
Louis  Hall,  Jr. 

Terence  Hallinan 

Alice  Hamburg 

Mike  Hannon 

Timothy  F.  Harding 

Willard  Hastings 

Douglas  J.  Hill 

Warren  Hinkle 

Warren  Hollier 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nolan  Hubbs 

Dick  Hunter 

Joseph  P.  Husar 

Mrs.  Clara  James 

Clyde  Johnson 

Serena  Jutkowitz 

Prof.  Donald  Kalish 

Samuel  Kalish 

Edward  Keating 

Susan  Kidder 

Leroy  King 

Lin  Kissane 

Ruth  P.  Koshuk 

Fredericka  Kushner 

Peter  Lackowski 

Edward  Lamar 

Davis  Landv 

Ben  Leeds 

John  LeFlore 

Jerry  Lennon 

Jim  Lennon 

George  Leppert 

Mark  Lester 

Cricket  Levering 

Marylouise  Lovett 

Victor  Ludwig 

Clifford  E.  McClain 

James  McClellan 

Mary  Mahon 

Pierre  Mandel 

Rayner  Mann 


no 
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John  V.  Manning 

David  Scott,  Sr. 

Michael  B.  Marcus,  Ph.D. 

Prof.  John  Searle 

Bertha  Marshall 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nicholas  Seidita 

Ralph  Merola 

Jules  Seitz 

Richard  Miller 

Julia  Sherman 

Ernest  Moore 

Laurence  (Larry)  Sherman 

Percy  Moore 

Gilbert  (Bud)  Simonson 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  H.  Mount 

Irving  C.  Smith 

Frank  Munoz 

Eric  Solomon 

Nancy  Murphy 

James  Stanberry 

Linus  Pauling 

E.  R.  Stephenson 

Paul  Perlin 

Era  T.  Stinson 

Paul  Phillips 

Dr.  Fred  Stripp 

Anne  H.  Pollock 

Peter  A.  Szego 

Ramon  Ponce 

Mrs.  Carol  Taube 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wally  Porter 

Willie  Thompson 

Carol  Powell 

Raul  Torres 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Concepcion  Ramirez 

Robert  Treuhaft 

William  Raymond 

Elijah  Turner 

Saul  Reider 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kazuo  Umemoto 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tom  Richards 

Del  Varela 

Helen  F.  Robello 

James  Vann 

A1  Roma 

Eleanor  Wagner 

Edmond  Rosen 

Harley  Waite 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hershel  Rosenthal 

Henry  Waxman 

Don  Rothenberg 

Maurice  Weiner 

Jerome  N.  Sampson 

Harvey  Wheeler 

Irving  Sarnoff 

Rev.  Cecil  Williams 

C.  Wade  Savage 

Rev.  W.  Hazaiah  Williams 

Robert  Scheer 

William  J.  (Bill)  Williams 

Stanley  Sheinbaum 

Marshall  Windmiller 

Ralph  Schloming 

Thomas  Winnett 

Ira  Schneck 

Joe  Wolf 

Michael  Scheider 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Zahler 

Rev.  Harry  P.  Schroerluke 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Isidore  Ziferstein 

The  northern  and  southern  California  addresses  for  the 
Statewide  Conference  Committee  were:  722  South  West- 
ern Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  and  55  Colton  Street,  San  Fran- 
cisco. The  political  components,  as  indicated  on  the  cir- 
cular, were : 15 

Growth  of  welfare-rights  groups,  neighborhood  pov- 
erty councils,  and  other  grassroots  movements 
Free  Speech  Movement 
Watts  uprising 

Growth  of  Negro,  Mexican- American  and  other  inde- 
pendent political  organizations 
15  Ibid. 
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Development  of  public  employees  ’ unions 

Antiwar  demonstrations 

Dramatic  showings  of  peace  candidates  in  the  Califor- 
nia primary 

Reaction  to  the  right. 

The  agenda  for  September  30  included : 

Julian  Bond,  keynote  speaker,  and  issues  keynoters  as 
follows : 

Dave  Scott  and  Richard  Calderon,  minority  rights 

Eason  Monroe,  civil  liberties 

David  Harris  (tentative),  youth  rights 

Opal  Jones,  poverty 

Dolores  Huerta  (tentative),  labor. 

October  1,  the  discussion  group  keynoter  was  Bert 
Corona.  In  the  afternoon,  issues  action  workshops  were 
held  on  the  following  subjects: 

1.  American  foreign  policy 

2.  Vietnam  and  domestic  problems 

3.  Alternative  solutions  to  the  war 

4.  Black  power  and  ghetto  problems 

5.  Poverty  program 

6.  Guaranteed  income  and  welfare  right 

7.  Farm  labor  and  the  farmworkers’  strike  etc.10 

The  Communique  for  New  Politics,  October  17,  in  re- 
porting the  Los  Angeles  conference  termed  it  a “third 
force”  movement.  Bob  Avakian  reported  phases  of  the 
conference  under  the  heading,  “Need  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence,” and  quoted  a speaker  as  urging  the  left, 
new  and  old,  to  repudiate  both  the  Democratic  incumbent, 
Governor  Brown,  and  his  Republican  opponent,  Ronald 
Reagan.  Professor  J.  B.  Neilands,  University  of  Cali- 
fornia, Berkeley,  who  later  cemented  his  ties  more  closely 
with  the  Community  for  New  Politics,  wrote  on  “A 
Feasibility  Study  for  New  Politics”  in  the  same  issue  of 
Communique. 

Following  the  conference,  the  organization,  Califor- 
nians for  Liberal  Representation  (CLR)  stated  that  it 
16  Ibid. 
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was  “continuing  its  commitment  to  serve  as  an  informa- 
tion pool  and  communications  center”  during  the  interim 
period  before  the  “third  force”  political  organization 
became  a reality.  The  new  address  of  CLR  is  the  same  as 
that  of  the  northern  office  of  the  Statewide  Conference, 
55  Colton  Street,  San  Francisco. 

The  Steering  and  Planning  Committees  ( to  bring  about 


the  third  political  party,  or 

“force”)  were  named  as 

Simon  Casady 

Wayne  Mercer 

Don  Rothenberg 

Willie  Thompson 

Robert  Scheer 

Jim  Berland 

Mark  Comfort 

Phil  Drath 

Juanita  Barnes 

Jim  Vann 

Danny  Gray 

Dick  Calderon 

Mike  Hannon 

Sandra  Baltimore 

Irving  Sarnoff 

Edward  Keating 

Marilyn  Harris 

Elijah  Turner 

Carol  Powell 

Bob  Avakian 

Mrs.  Leautice  Lewis  (sic) 

Harvey  Wheeler 

Catherine  Himes 

Carl  Bloice 

John  Bernstein 

Charles  Collier 

Fredricka  Kushner 

David  Williams 

Cece  McGowan 

Ralph  Williams 

Lisa  Keahey 

Judith  Graham 

Dick  Miller 

Mary  Hernandez 

Stanley  Sheinbaum 

Farrel  Broslawsky 

Malcolm  Burnstein 

Philip  Lewis 

Ramon  Ponce 

Flora  Chavez 

Rene  Menez 

Josh  Gould 

Irwin  Sperber 

Michael  Marcus 

Clay  Carson 

Dave  Landy 

Michael  Shute 

Susan  Kidder 

Jack  Weinberg 

Vivian  Romero 

Jim  Holland 

John  Haag 

Marcus  Rickards 

Thelma  Smith 

Jan  Glading 

Mary  Mahon 

Evelyn  Knight 

Mary  Clarke 

Felix  and  or  Elena  Greene 

Adele  and  Newton  Casper 

We  are  not  implying  that  the  Statewide  Conference 
or  its  supporters  were  subversive.  The  direction  it  took, 
that  is,  toward  the  “third  force  movement”  was  in 
accord  with  the  Communist  Party  line,  as  shown  in 
our  quotations  from  the  New  Program  of  the  Com- 
munist Party,  U.S.A.,  A Draft,  and  from  decisions  at 
the  June  1966  national  convention.  See  Exhibit  I,  trans- 
lation of  the  Pravda  article  in  the  Delano  grape  strike 
17  Communique  for  New  Politics,  Oct.  17, 1966. 
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section.  We  realize  that  many  sincere  liberals  believe 
that  it  is  possible  to  work  harmoniously  with  Com- 
munists; also,  many  refuse  to  believe  that  people  with 
whom  they  have  associated  amicably  are  secret  Com- 
munist Party  members,  that  is,  until  they  come  into 
disagreement  with  them.  Communist  Party  members  who 
are  under  discipline  to  perform  certain  work  cannot 
be  swayed  from  their  goals  with  arguments,  and  they 
have  no  true  friends.  They  turn  quickly  and  viciously 
on  close  associates  or  even  members  of  their  own  family, 
whenever  there  is  a choice  between  personal  relationship 
and  the  Communist  objective. 

As  a matter  of  fact,  there  is  a hint  of  some  disagree- 
ments within  the  relationships  in  CLR  and  CNP,  as 
indicated  in  an  article  that  appears  in  the  November 
21  issue  of  Communique  for  New  Politics , page  1 : 

“Northern  Calif.  CNP  Sees  Possible  Nationwide 
Base 

“Reflecting  on  election  day  and  assessing  its  sig- 
nificance, members  of  the  northern  California 
branch  of  California  Community  for  New  Politics 
(CCNP)  at  their  meeting  November  12  in  San 
Francisco  tended  to  objectify  the  results  as  follows : 

“ Some  ground  has  been  lost  . . . through  groups  of 
adherents  disaffected  at  and  since  Los  Angeles  [the 
statewide  conference — ed.]  ...  all  the  necessary 
foundations  remain  for  a successful  New  Politics 
movement  statewide,  maybe  even  nationwide.  Three  or 
four  central  questions  emerge:  1.  What  is  the  issues 
program  around  which  the  New  Politics  can  rally 
significant  numbers  of  people1?  2.  What  local  candi- 
dates around  the  state  can  we  focus  on  to  imple- 
ment this  issues  program?  3.  How  do  we  organize 
the  people  around  this  issues  program  ? 

“Posed  chiefly  by  Bon  Rothenberg  of  CLR,  these 
concerns  were  echoed  in  statements  made  by  Elena 
(Mrs.  Felix)  Greene,  Charles  Collier  of  Welfare 
Rights,  John  Bernstein,  Jim  Vann,  Carol  Powell, 
Ed  Vickery,  Bob  Avakian  and  Jan  Glading  . . .” 

Further  in  the  article  we  find  the  phrase:  “Key  to 
recapturing  the  thrust  of  these  groups  . . . Bob  Scheer’s 
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work  was  too  little  and  too  late  to  salvage  tlie  disen- 
chanted . . . and  the  article,  by  Jan  Glading,  concludes: 

“The  CDC  (California  Democratic  Council), 
CLR  and  CCNP  (California  Community  for  New 
Politics)  may  all  need  to  reassess  the  value  of 
independent  existence  in  the  light  of  the  very  real 
absence  of  response  from  the  Negro  community, 
labor,  farm  labor  and  welfare  organizations.  This, 
at  least,  is  one  sobering  thought  occurring  to  many 
in  the  wake  of  November  8.” 

Dissension  in  political  groups  is  common;  therefore, 
it  is  impossible  to  assess  the  foregoing  as  evidence  of 
any  one  factor.  But  experience  has  shown  that  attempts 
by  a Communist  Party  “fraction”  within  an  organiza- 
tion to  direct  it  frequently  results  in  dissension  and 
splits.  Hence  the  often-used  statement  that  Communists 
must  “rule  or  ruin.” 

Before  proceeding  with  another  topic,  we  should  point 
out  here  that  Robert  Scheer,  while  remaining  in  the 
Community  for  New  Politics  and  appearing  at  cam- 
paign rallies,  especially  on  the  university  campus,  had 
become  managing  editor  of  Ramparts  magazine,  and  had 
spoken  under  that  aegis.  He  appeared  at  a rally  on 
Sproul  Hall  steps  at  the  university  on  February  6,  1967, 
launching  the  campaign  for  CNP  candidates,  urging 
students  to  do  precinct  work,  and  so  on.  His  slogan  for 
the  campaign,  as  shown  on  the  handbill  announcing  the 
rally,  was : “Don’t  Drop  Out — Take  Over.18 

Berkeley  Municipal  Elections 

The  Community  for  New  Politics  (CNP)  whittled  out 
a set  of  libera]  planks  for  its  platform  in  the  Berkeley 
Municipal  Elections  scheduled  for  April  4,  1967.  Besides 
the  usual  list  of  civic  reforms,  the  platform  called  for 
the  establishment  of  a Police  Affairs  Board,  which  would 
“limit  the  actions  of  Bircliers”  on  the  Berkeley  Police 
force,  convert  the  Red  Squad  into  an  “antidiscrimina- 
tion” squad  and  reduce  “police  hostility”  to  Berkeley 
“citizens.”  19 

18  From  handbill  obtained  on  Berkeley  campus  Feb.  16,  1967. 

10  Communique  for  New  Politics,  Jan.  9,  1967. 
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At  its  January  12,  1967,  meeting,  a slate  of  candidates 
was  chosen.  For  city  council,  Professor  J.  B.  Neilands, 
Robert  Avakian  and  Howard  Harawitz  received  the  of- 
ficial endorsement  to  run  on  the  CNP  platform.  Rev. 
Hazaiah  Williams,  who  had  been  appointed  to  a seat  on 
the  board  of  education,  was  endorsed  to  run  for  that 
office,  and,  for  city  auditor,  Robert  Kaldenbach  was  se- 
lected. Jack  Kurzweil,  Bettina  Aptheker’s  husband, 
nominated  Howard  Harawitz,  “citing  his  excellent  work 
— together  with  his  wife,  Elly — in  setting  up  the  Welfare 
Rights  Organization,  which  is  now  statewide.” 

The  Community  for  New  Politics  did  not  put  up  a 
candidate  for  mayor  despite  the  fact  that  Jerry  Rubin, 
who  filed  as  an  independent  candidate,  had  been  a cam- 
paign worker  for  Robert  Scheer  and  was  in  the  same  camp 
as  those  in  the  CNP.  It  appears  that  Rubin  had  jumped 
an  ideological  fence  and  gotten  into  a field  too  extreme  for 
CNP.  In  a letter  to  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle  dated 
March  30,  1967,  he  made  an  attempt  to  amalgamate  his 
position  with  that  of  the  CNP : 

“The  left  in  Berkeley  has  developed  to  the  extent 
that  it  is  now  a serious  force.  I am  running  as  an  inde- 
pendent candidate  for  Mayor,  and  I believe  that  I will 
make  a strong  showing,  perhaps  even  win.  The  Com- 
munity for  New  Politics,  an  outgrowth  of  the  enor- 
mously successful  Scheer  for  Congress  campaign,  is 
running  three  candidates  . . . 

“Their  chances  are  excellent  ...” 

In  an  elaborate  and  expensive  24-page  brochure  with  an 
art  cover,  the  28-year-old  Jerry  Rubin,  presented  himself 
as  a serious  albeit  a shaggy  and  “casual”  candidate  for 
Mayor  of  Berkeley.  His  platform,  at  a glance,  as  summed 
up  on  the  back  cover  of  his  brochure  was : 

“Withdraw  troops  from  Vietnam 
Fight  poverty 
Lower  rents 

Low-cost  public  housing 
Control  the  police 
Oppose  capital  punishment 
Jobs  for  the  unemployed 
No  tuition 
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18-year-olds  should  vote 
Legalize  marijuana 
Turn  Telegraph  Avenue  into  a mall 
Plant  trees  and  flowers 
End  tracking  in  the  schools.  ” 

He  explained  the  “track  system’7  in  schools  as  a method 
of  dividing  pupils  into  “tracks”  according  to  their  IQ 
tests,  which  he  claimed  was  discriminatory  because  “In 
Garfield  Junior  High  School,  90  percent  of  the  students 
in  the  high  track  are  white;  90  percent  of  those  in  the 
lowest  tracks  are  black.  ’ ’ 

On  page  8 of  his  pamphlet,  he  attacked  the  draft  and 
proposed  the  “abolition  of  the  draft  and  all  proposed 
forms  of  national  conscription  . . . The  City  should  form 
a Berkeley  Antidraft  Union  ...”  Also,  he  called  (page  7) 
for  the  recognition  of  Communist  China  by  the  United 
States.20 

In  his  sworn  statement  filed  with  the  Berkeley  City 
Clerk  February  9,  1967,  Rubin  listed  the  following  resi- 
dents of  Berkeley  as  his  endorsers : 

Max  Sclierr,  2421  Oregon  Street  [publisher  of  Berkeley 
Barb — ed.] 

Gerald  Rosenfield,  M.D.,  1610  Grove  Street 
Jamie  Huberman,  2136  Ward 
Patricia  Iiyama,  1929  Berkeley  Way 
Leo  S.  Bach,  1901  Grant  [owner,  Berkelev  Free  Press — 
ed.] 

Peter  B.  Neufeld,  1529  Carleton  Street 
George  A.  Kauffman,  2804  Cherry  Street  [writer  for 
Berkeley  Barb — ed.] 

Michael  A.  Miller,  3048  Deakin  Street 
Karen  Lieberman  Wald,  2236-A  Roosevelt 
Ivan  Kramer,  2632  Regent  Street 
Marilyn  Rae  Mundy,  2623  Benvenue 
Cornelius  P.  Jones,  2701  Benvenue 
Michael  James  Smith,  2512  Regent  Street 
Robert  Fitch,  2520  Telegraph  Avenue 
Michael  Delacour,  2507  Dwight  Way 
Michael  P.  Lerner,  2546  Haste  Street 

20  For  Mayor  of  Berkeley,  Jerry  Rubin,  2502  Telegraph  Avenue.  2632 
Regent  Street,  Berkeley,  1967. 
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Steven  Hamilton,  2502  Telegraph  Avenue  [Progressive 
Labor  Party — ed.] 

J ames  A.  Schreiber,  2446  Ashby  Avenue 

Stewart  E.  Albert,  1930-A  Blake  Street 

Robert  Hurwitt,  1 Panoramic  Way21 

A number  of  these  persons  were  active  in  PSM,  and  the 
Vietnam  Day  Committee.  Michael  Smith,  Steve  Hamilton 
and  Stewart  Albert  were  arrested  with  Rubin  at  the  sit-in 
around  the  Navy  recruiting  table  on  the  university  campus 
November  30,  1966.  What  is  considerably  more  inter- 
esting, however,  is  the  fact  that  Rubin,  who  admitted  in 
his  biographical  sketch  in  the  aforementioned  campaign 
brochure  (page  24)  that  he  had  visited  Cuba  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1964,  aligned  himself  with  two  established  pro- 
Maoists,  Stewart  Albert  and  Steve  Hamilton.  This  fact 
alone  could  alienate  him  from  the  more  sensitive  elements 
of  the  pro-Moscow  Communists  and  their  following,  and 
put  him  “out  of  bounds”  for  any  group  dominated  by 
them.  While  New  Left  coalitions  frequently  include  Com- 
munists of  all  faiths,  as  did  the  Vietnam  Day  Committee, 
there  eventually  comes  a time  when  each  group  feels  it 
must  go  its  separate  way.  That  is  the  reason  those  ad  hoc 
organizations  usually  fall  apart  soon  after  the  committee’s 
function  has  been  performed. 

People  who  do  not  understand  the  psychology  of  the 
Communist  movement  are  generally  bewildered  by  the 
fact  that  it  is  divided  into  sects,  and  that  often  the  war- 
fare between  the  sects  is  bitter  and  bruising.  There  are 
two  more  cases  of  this  sectarianism  which  are  more 
clearly  defined  than  the  case  of  Jerry  Rubin. 

Socialist  Workers  Party  (Trotskyist)  Candidates 

In  the  Berkeley  municipal  elections  of  April  4,  1967, 
we  observed  a four-way  split  among  leftist  candidates. 
One  backed  by  the  Community  for  New  Politics,  one  by 
the  Socialist  Workers  Party,  Jerry  Rubin’s  group,  and 
another  from  a small  radical  group. 

The  Socialist  Workers  Party,  or  the  Trotskyist  Com- 
munists, entered  the  campaign  with  candidates:  Peter 
Came  jo,  a subversive  employee  of  the  university  who 
quit  his  position  in  September  of  1966  with  the  avowed 
21  Official  Voters  Handbook,  Berkeley,  Spring,  1967. 
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purpose  of  enrolling  as  a student,  and  did  enroll  as  a his- 
tory major  in  the  university.  That  was  despite  the  fact 
that  he  had  been  carrying  on  a campaign  of  harassment, 
having  filed  a suit  against  the  university  and  the  board 
of  regents  in  the  name  of  the  Vietnam  Day  Committee 
after  it  had  been  excluded  from  the  campus  for  breaking 
rules.  He  was  a candidate  for  Mayor  of  Berkeley.  Other 
SWP  candidates  were  Jaimey  Allen,  Ove  Aspoy  and 
Brian  Shannon  for  city  council,  and  Ernest  Erlbeck  for 
board  of  education.  Paul  Montauk,  another  SWP  mem- 
ber, announced  he  would  run  for  Mayor  of  Oakland. 

Camejo’s  sectarian  bitterness  against  Scheer’s  Com- 
munity for  New  Politics  spilled  over  in  an  article  he 
wrote  for  the  Berkeley  Barb  of  January  13,  1967,  in 
which  he  referred  to  it  as  “Community  for  Old  Politics,” 
and  criticized  it  for  not  being  aggressive  enough,  for  sly 
whispering  instead  of  “speaking  out.”  This,  we  might 
comment,  is  but  a continuation  of  the  quarrel  which  has 
raged  between  Communists  of  the  Fourth  International 
(Trotskyists)  and  Communists  of  the  Third  International 
(pro-Moscow,  formerly  pro-Stalin),  since  the  split  be- 
tween Trotsky  and  Stalin  in  the  late  1920 ’s.  In  his  sworn 
statement  Came  jo  revealed  quite  clearly  that  one  of  his 
reasons  for  becoming  a candidate  was  to  obtain  a forum 
to  propagandize.  For  instance,  in  his  statement  he  said: 

“The  present  mayor  and  city  council  [of  Berke- 
ley] have  gone  on  record  in  support  of  the  brutal, 
racist  war  in  Vietnam  ...  A wealthy  few  profit 
from  war, . racism  and  exploitation.  They  control  the 
Democratic  and  Republican  Parties.  Their  politi- 
cians should  be  replaced  by  a government  represent- 
ing the  workers,  Negroes  and  other  minorities  . . .” 

His  endorsers  (residents  of  Berkeley)  were  named  as : 

Clare  M.  Fraenzl,  2224-A  Blake  Street 
Edmond  E.  di  Tullio,  2236-D  Roosevelt  Avenue 
Helena  Hermes,  1905  Henry  Street 
Roger  J.  Filene,  1523-B  Josephine  Street 
Lee  T.  Stockman,  Jr.,  2325  Woolsey  Street 
Cathleen  A.  Keller,  2525  Dwight  Way 
Halket  Allen,  19264  Channing  Way 
(Official  records,  Berkeley.) 
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Came  jo  stated  in  the  Socialist  Workers  Party  elec- 
tion folder,  Exhibit  IV,  that  he  was  27,  former  national 
secretary  of  the  Young  Socialist  Alliance  and  at  that  time 
an  organizer  for  the  Socialist  Workers  Party.  If  there  is 
ever  a doubt  about  his  subversive  connections,  they  are 
to  be  found  here  as  his  own  admission.  The  Socialist 
Workers  Party  and  its  youth  group,  the  Young  Socialist 
Alliance,  are  subversive  organizations. 

Brian  Shannon,  30,  SWP  candidate  for  councilman, 
boasted  in  the  campaign  brochure  that  he  had  been  ar- 
rested at  the  Sheraton-Palace  Hotel  sit-in  (1963)  and 
said  he  worked  at  the  Steppenwolf  (Exhibit  IV),  where 
Mario  Savio  was  a bartender.  He  listed  the  same  set  of 
endorsers  Came  jo  used,  and  his  sworn  statement  read  in 
part: 

“I  agree  that  even  the  most  "liberal’  representatives 
of  the  Democrat  and  Republican  Parties  offer  no  solu- 
tion and  have  no  real  interest  in  solving  the  problems 
of  the  working  people:  war,  inflation,  deflation,  rac- 
ism, unemployment,  poverty  ...” 

Ove  Aspoy,  21,  member  of  the  Young  Socialist  Alliance, 
worked  as  a laboratory  assistant  and  was  a member  of  the 
Oil,  Chemical  and  Atomic  Workers  Union.  He  was  a 
Socialist  Workers  Party  candidate  for  councilman.  His 
sworn  statement  included  a clause  on  his  support  of 
‘ ‘ labor ’s  fight  against  inflation.  ’ ’ 

Jaimey  Allen,  23,  a music  teacher  and  member  of  the 
Young  Socialist  Alliance,  was  arrested  at  the  Sheraton 
Palace  and  Auto  Row  demonstrations  in  San  Francisco, 
and  had  headed  a defendants  committee  for  those  ar- 
rested; she  was  also  a founding  member  of  the  Berkeley 
Vietnam  Day  Committee.  (Exhibit  IV.)  In  early  1966 
she  was  a leader  of  a women’s  march  on  the  Oakland 
Draft  Board  protesting  the  Vietnam  war.  Her  endorsers 
were  the  same  as  those  of  others  of  the  SWP. 

Ernest  B.  Erlbeck,  27,  SWP  candidate  for  Berkeley 
School  Director,  used  the  same  endorsers.  He  stated: 
“I  run  a nonprofit  book  store  ...  in  order  to  make 
available  books  and  pamphlets  on  Negro  and  labor  his- 
tory . . .”  22  He  referred  to  Pioneer  Books,  the  Trotskyist 


Ibid. 
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book  store,  2003  Milvia  Street,  Berkeley,  in  the  same  build- 
ing which  housed  the  Vietnam  Day  Committee  (2001  Mil- 
via Street,  Berkeley)  at  the  time  it  was  under  the  Socialist 
Workers  Party. 

Another  candidate  for  city  council  was  Geoffrey  W. 
White,  a leader  of  the  Bay  Area  Spartacist  League.  This 
organisation  takes  its  name  from  the  old  Spartacus  Bund, 
which  was  all  but  wiped  out  in  the  1919  Berlin  revolu- 
tionary attempt.  It  was  then  led  by  Rosa  Luxemburg 
and  Karl  Liebknecht,  who  clung  to  the  remnants  of  the 
First  International  founded  by  Karl  Marx,  and  through 
which  Lenin  was  attracted  to  Communism.23 

White’s  endorsers,  or  following,  included  Suzanne 
Mattingly,  1422  Milvia  Street.  This  is  interesting  in 
casting  some  light  on  the  warfare  between  some  of  the 
Marxist  groups  in  the  bay  area.  The  Spartacist  League 
is  a purification  split-off  from  the  Trotskyist  Socialist 
Workers  Party,  and  Sue  Mattingly  has  been  named 
as  one  of  the  disputants.  There  are,  no  doubt,  other 
disenchanted  Trotskyists  in  White’s  group;  and  many 
Trotskyists  are,  in  turn,  disenchanted  members  of  the 
Moscow-oriented  Communist  Party.  At  present  there  is 
no  group  to  the  left  of  the  Spartacist  League  into  which 
any  of  its  disenchanted  can  drift.  To  the  layman,  this 
Marxist  hairsplitting  must  seem  ridiculous,  but  it  is 
deadly  serious,  and,  indeed,  sometimes  deadly,  to  those 
“intellectuals”  who  accept  Marxism  as  their  religion. 

Community  for  New  Politics  (CNP)  Candidates 

The  candidates  offered  by  Community  for  New  Politics 
kept  their  statements  more  in  line  with  what  might  appeal 
to  uncommitted  liberals,  despite  the  strong  Communist 
flavor  that  was  carried  into  the  campaign  by  such  close 
associates  of  the  Communist  Party  as  Brownlee  Shirek, 
Professor  Leon  Wofsy,  Malcolm  Burnstein,  Dr.  Ephriam 
Kahn,  Brian  O’Brien,  and  Elly  Harawitz,  and  with  such 
identified  Communists  as  Don  Rotlienberg,  Robert  Treu- 
liaft  and  Malvina  Reynolds.24 

23  Lenin,  The  Compulsory  Revolutionary,  bv  Stefan  Possonv,  Henrv 

Regnery  Co.,  N.Y..  1964. 

24  Re : Shirek,  see  1951  report,  p.  234;  re:  Prof.  Leon  Wofsy,  see  1965 

report,  pp.  58-62  and  114;  also,  1966  supplementary  report,  pp.  23, 

25,  64-71,  79  and  99. 
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Following  the  first  announcement  of  candidates,  CNP 
also  endorsed  Ronald  Dellums  for  city  council  in  Berkeley 
and  Elijah  Turner  for  city  council  in  Oakland.  The  per- 
sonal endorsers  of  these  candidates  is  informative. 
Robert  J.  Kaldenbach,  for  example,  was  endorsed  by 
the  following  Berkeley  residents: 

Evelyn  Johnson,  1613  Acton  Street 
Ephriam  Kahn,  M.D.,  2709  Claremont  Boulevard 
J.  B.  Neilands  (a  candidate),  185  Hill  Road 
Howard  Harawitz  (a  candidate),  1830  Derby  Street 
Anne  (Mrs.  Robert)  Scheer,  1104  High  Court 
Thomas  Winnett,  975  Miller  Avenue 
Jeffrey  Schevitz,  1734  Hearst  Avenue 
Jack  Weinberg,  1945  Stuart  Street 
Robert  Atkins  (American  Federation  of  Teachers, 
Local  1570,  University  Teaching  Assistants),  2217-A 
Stuart  Street. 

Rev.  W.  Hazaiah  Williams,  candidate  for  School  Super- 
intendent, remained  in  the  liberal  field  and  did  not  dip 
into  the  CNP  pool  of  endorsers. 

Robert  Avakian,  CNP  candidate  for  city  council,  was 
one  of  the  Sproul  Hall  arrestees,25  and  had  been  an  ac- 
tivist on  the  Berkeley  campus  during  the  Vietnam  Day 
Committee  and  other  radical  demonstrations.  He  was  also 
active  in  the  Campus  Community  for  Scheer,26  and  also 
wrote  an  article  for  the  Berkeley  Bari)  of  January  27, 
1967,  stating  that  the  Community  for  New  Politics  meet 
specifications  for  “the  revolutionary  Marxist  vanguard 
party.”  His  Berkeley  endorsers  were: 

LaVerda  C.  Allen,  1049  Euclid 
Eric  Anderson,  1239  Carlotta 
Mrs.  Ruth  W.  Avakian,  911  Oxford 
Matthew  A.  Baggett,  Jr.,  1953  Derby 
Nancy  Bardacke,  1945-A  Delaware 
Richard  W.  Broadhead,  2214  Russell 
Frank  Daar,  2421  Prince 
Mrs.  Elly  M.  Harawitz,  1830  Derby 
Evelyn  Johnson,  1613  Acton 
Ephriam  Kahn,  M.D.,  2709  Claremont 
J.  B.  Neilands,  185  Hill  Road 

25  Official  records. 

20  Handbill  for  Rally,  May  2,  1966. 
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Harrv  Rubin,  1170  Sterling  (same  address  as  Prof. 
Rubin,  U.  C.) 

Anne  Weills  Scheer  (Mrs.  Robert  Scheer),  1104  High 
Court 

Brownlee  W.  Shirek,  2705  Walker 
Jack  L.  Weinberg,  1945  Stuart 
Palmer  D.  Whited,  1673  Chestnut 
W.  Hazaiah  Williams,  1611  Dwight 
Thomas  Winnett,  975  Miller 
Toni  Vincent,  2537  Fulton 
Robert  Atkins,  2217-A  Stuart 

Ronald  V.  Dellums,  like  Rev.  Hazaiah  Williams,  stayed 
in  the  liberal  field,  and  his  endorsers  are  of  no  interest 
to  us. 

Howard  A.  Harawitz,  mentioned  several  times  previ- 
ously in  this  report,  who  was  recommended  as  a CNP 
candidate  by  Bettina  Aptheker’s  husband,  Jack  Kurz- 
weil,  was  a member  of  the  Berkeley  Board  of  the  Eco- 
nomic Opportunity  Organization,  a War  on  Poverty 
group,  federally  financed.27  Harawitz  received  consider- 
able attention  in  local  newspapers,  notably  over  an  anti- 
war billboard  which  the  outdoor  advertising  company 
considered  treasonable  and  painted  over  after  the  bill- 
board was  put  up.  The  offending  words,  ‘‘Oppose  the 
war”  were  replaced  after  a legal  skirmish,  and  allowed 
to  remain,  but  Harawitz  got  free  time  as  “news”  on 
local  TV  news  programs  to  expound  his  cause. 

The  following  were  named  as  his  Berkeley  endorsers: 

Babbette  Chamberlain,  656  Santa  Barbara  Road 
Frank  Daar,  2421  Prince  Street 
Anne  Deirup,  1629  J osephine  Street 
Mable  D.  Howard,  3219  Ellis  Street 
Evelyn  Johnson,  1613  Acton  Street 
Ephraim  Kahn,  M.D.,  2709  Claremont  Boulevard 
Joan  H.  Kip  (Mrs.  Arthur  F.),  775  San  Diego  Road 
Helen  D.  Nestor.  180  Montrose  Road 
Annie  “Anita”  Ramos,  2115  9th  Street 
Harry  Rubin,  1170  Sterling  Avenue  (see  Avakian 
sponsor  by  this  name) 

Anne  Weills  Scheer,  1104  High  Court 
Robert  B.  Avakian,  1211  Evelyn 
27  People's  World,  January  21,  1967. 
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Brownlee  W.  Shirek,  2705  Walker  Street 
Maudelle  M.  Shirek,  2705  Walker  Street 
Toni  Vincent,  2537  Fulton  Street 
Jack  L.  Weinberg,  1945  Stuart  Street 
Thomas  Winnett,  975  Miller  Avenue 
Fredricka  Terr  Kushner,  2436  Prince  Street 
Howard  Jeter,  2112  Ashby  Avenue 
Robert  Atkins,  2217-A  Stuart  Avenue.28 

Probably  the  most  important  CNP  candidate  was  Uni- 
versity of  California  Professor  J.  B.  Neilands,  president 
of  Local  1474,  American  Federation  of  Teachers  (AFL- 
CIO)  on  the  Berkeley  Campus,  the  local  for  faculty 
members.  Professor  Neilands,  biochemistry,  had  been 
active  with  the  antiwar  group  on  the  campus  for  some 
time,  and  was  one  of  the  Faculty  Peace  Committee  and 
a sponsor  of  the  Spring  Mobilization  Committee,  as  well 
as  a member  of  the  East  Bay  Trade  Unionists  for 
Peace.  (Exhibit  V.) 

Neilands  made  a trip  to  North  Vietnam  as  a member 
of  Bertrand  Russell’s  International  War  Crimes  Tribu- 
nal, and  upon  his  return  late  in  March  1967  he  told  the 
findings  of  the  five-member  group  of  which  he  was  a 
member  at  a meeting  on  the  Berkeley  campus.  Prior  to 
the  meeting,  he  said  in  an  interview  with  the  Daily 
Californian , March  29,  1967,  that  they  turned  up  evi- 
dence of  “deliberate  and  systematic  destruction  of 
schools,  hospitals  and  civilian  life  from  U.S.  bombing  in 
North  Vietnam.”  He  violently  attacked  a statement  made 
by  President  Johnson  that  “We  have  never  deliberately 
bombed  cities  nor  attacked  any  target  with  the  purpose 
of  inflicting  civilian  casualties.”  Neilands  stated:  “The 
President  is  either  ignorant  or  is  deliberately  falsifying 
the  record.”  He  said  his  team  found  “massive,  docu- 
mented evidence  of  antipersonnel  weapons.”  He  also 
told  of  his  meeting  with  President  Ho  Chi  Minh  and 
Premier  Pham  Van  Dong  on  March  17,  1967.  He  thought 
the  Communist  Premier  was  “kindly,  friendly  and  un- 
assuming and  made  a joke  easily.” 

28  Official  Voters  Handbook,  Berkeley,  Spring,  1967. 
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Neilands  brought  back  to  United  States  a “greeting” 
from  Ho  Chi  Minh: 

“Hello.  This  is  your  Uncle  Ho  speaking  to  our 
friends  in  the  United  States.  We  send  you  our  best 
greetings  and  extend  our  support  for  your  just  cause. 
Tell  the  American  people  we  feel  friendly  toward 
them.  We  feel  that  they  have  been  deceived  by  their 
leaders.” 

Neilands  concluded  by  saying  that  he  is  aware  of  the 
fact  that  he  “committed  civil  disobedience”  by  going  to 
North  Vietnam  and  that  he  is  willing  to  accept  whatever 
punishment  is  inflicted  on  him.  This  was  in  reference  to 
the  State  Department’s  prohibition  of  travel  to  North 
Vietnam.29 

The  Daily  Californian  of  April  3,  1967  (the  day  before 
the  municipal  election),  ran  a half-page  advertisement, 
“Who’s  behind  the  CNP — We  are!”  which  carried  state- 
ments of  three  persons  in  support  of  the  CNP  program 
and  candidates:  Robert  Scheer:  “The  CNP  is  a coali- 
tion of  the  thousands  of  people  in  this  community  who 
are  determined  to  stop  the  insane  war  in  Vietnam  . . . 
The  CNP  candidates  are  committed  to  developing  and 
maintaining  a community  based  movement  which  will  de- 
termine its  own  program.  Their  success  would  demonstrate 
to  the  rest  of  the  nation  that  new  politics  can  be  made 
to  work.” 

Mario  Savio  said : “ . . . In  every  election  we  are  forced 
to  ‘choose’  between  rival  factions  of  the  same  ruling  elite. 
Those  whose  rage  will  not  permit  such  humiliation  either 
abstain  or  write  in  a protest  candidate  who  is  sure  to 
lose  ...  In  time  we  may  succeed,  if  only  we  have  the  cour- 
age to  vote  with  our  heads — and  our  hearts.” 

Jack  Weinberg’s  message  was : “The  CNP  is  an  ongoing 
community  organization  ...” 

The  endorsers  of  the  program  and  slate  of  candidates 
from  the  university  community  were : 

American  Federation  of  Teachers,  Local  1570 

East  Bay  Friends  of  SNCC 

Women  for  Peace 

Robert  Atkins,  President  AFT  Local  1570 
w Daily  Californian . March  29,  1967. 
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Prof.  Albert  Bendich 
James  Petras 
Prof.  Morris  Hirsch 
Prof.  Jonathan  Middlebrook 
Prof.  Masao  Miyoshi 
Prof.  Harry  Rubin 
Prof.  Peter  Scott 
Prof.  Norman  Rabkin 
Prof.  Stephen  Smale 
Prof.  Richard  Strohman 
Dr.  Fred  Stripp 
Prof.  Robert  Tracy 
Prof.  Leon  Wofsy. 

In  an  apparent  effort  to  capture  the  “hippie”  vote,  a 
full-page  ad  was  run  in  the  Berkeley  Bari  on  March  31, 
1967,  page  11,  advertising  their  candidates:  Robert  Ava- 
kian, Ron  Dellums,  Howard  Harawitz,  J.  B.  Neilands, 
Bert  Kaldenbach  and  Hazaiah  Williams. 

The  ad  read : 

“It’s  time  to  stop  the  bulls — t of  the  cold  war. 
This  country  has  been  in  the  grips  of  hysterical  anti- 
communism for  20  years.  This  hysteria  has  been  re- 
sponsible for  McCarthyism,  FBI  harrassment,  CIA 
intrusion  into  domestic  institutions  and  the  insane 
and  reactionary  foreign  policy  which  produced  the 
war  in  Vietnam.  A rational  approach  to  Communism 
and  revolution  is  a prerequisite  to  a peaceful  world. 

‘ ‘ The  CNP  refuses  to  practice  guilt  by  association  or 
red-baiting.  W e welcome  as  members  all  who  will  work 
for  an  end  to  the  Vietnam  war,  conversion  of  our  war 
economy  to  peaceful  production,  a solution  to  the 
critical  domestic  problems  of  racism  and  poverty  and 
unemployment,  and  the  development  of  a more  demo- 
cratic society  ...”  (Exhibit  VI.) 

It  is  disturbing  that  Berkeley  faculty  members  would 
allow  their  names  to  appear  as  sponsors  for  this  advertise- 
ment that  was  in  such  vulgar  language  and  bad  taste, 
regardless  of  their  sentiments  as  to  its  basic  content.  But 
the  names  of  Professors  Stephen  Smale,  Harry  Rubin, 
Richard  Strohman,  Morris  Hirsch  and  A1  Bendich,  to- 
gether with  Robert  Scheer,  Doug  Hill,  Jack  Weinberg, 
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Robert  Treuhaft,  Allan  Temko,  Malvina  Reynolds  and 
Mario  Savio  appeared  as  signers.  The  same  issue  of  the 
Berkeley  Barb  printed  an  obscene  cartoon  about  the 
election  in  the  form  of  another  full-page  ad  on  page  13: 
“WRITE-IN  bill  miller,”  with  a rear-view  picture  of  him 
in  the  nude  with  a list  of  obviously  fictitious  endorsers. 

Another  attempt  to  show  contempt  for  the  election  was 
seen  in  the  antics  of  Charlie  (Brown)  Artman,  who  filed 
a statement  declaring  his  candidacy  for  councilman.  The 
picture  he  gave  to  the  city  clerk  showed  him  wrapped  in 
a blanket,  a band  holding  back  his  long  hair.  He  was  smok- 
ing a peace  pipe,  and  stated  his  occupation  as  that  of  a 
priest.30  He  received  considerable  publicity  in  the  local 
press,  perhaps  too  much,  when  he  claimed  to  carry  mari- 
juana and  a supply  of  LSD  in  a large  cross  that  dangled 
from  his  neck.  The  police  decided  to  investigate  the  claim, 
and  arrested  him  shortly  before  the  election.  He  entered 
a plea  of  not  guilty,  and  withdrew  his  candidacy.31 

Tabulation  of  the  votes  showed  the  following  results  of 
the  April  4 Berkeley  municipal  election : 


Mayor 

De  Bonis 

18,817 

Johnson  . 

25,224 

Dellums 

. _ 17.171 

(Incumbent) 

CNP 

Rubin 

7,385 

Price 

. ___  15,312 

Huntlev 

2,160 

Neilands 

. 10.876 

(Birch  Society) 

CNP 

Camejo  

1.019 

Avakian  

__  10,490 

CNP 

Auditor 

Harawitz  . 

8,025 

Sibley  _ 

28,112 

CNP 

Erlbeck  . 

4,517 

Scharv 

4,796 

School  Director  (two) 

Darden  . _ 

3,129 

Grossberg  _ 

26,484 

Berns  

2,512 

Williams 

25,536 

Allen 

1,414 

(CNP  candidate) 

SWP 

Lee 

8,638 

Artman 

1,148 

Shannon  

903 

School  Director 

SWP 

Nelson 

25,359 

White 

869 

Pearce 

8,172 

Spartacist 

City  Council  (four) 

Aspov 

CilITD  32 

560 

Bort  

21,494 

o W Jr 

May  __ 

20,522 

30  Official  Voter’s  Handbook,  Berkeley,  Spring,  1967. 

31  San  Francisco  Chronicle,  March  30.  and  April  4,  1967. 

32  Oakland  Tribune,  April  5,  1967. 
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Some  of  the  CNP  candidates  made  an  enviable  show- 
ing, especially  Professor  Neilands,  Avakian  and  Hara- 
witz,  and  no  doubt  the  results  will  be  interpreted  by 
the  New  Left  as  acceptance  of  their  program  throughout 
liberal  circles. 

We  have  scarcely  mentioned  the  “left”  candidates 
for  the  April  18  Oakland  City  election,  but  there  the 
leftists  made  little  headway.  Elijah  Turner,  Negro  leader 
previously  mentioned  and  a candidate  for  city  council, 
carried  the  CNP  endorsement.33  Paul  Montauk,  Socialist 
Workers  Party  candidate  for  mayor,  was  a former  editor 
of  the  Vietnam  Day  News,  and  organizer  for  the  SWP.34 
Curtis  Lee  Baker,  city  council  candidate,  has  a record  of 
juvenile  offenses,  and  a 1961  conviction  for  molesting  an 
eight-year-old  child.35  The  Community  for  New  Politics 
ignored  him. 

Results  of  the  election  gave  Paul  Montauk  3,147  votes 
for  mayor,  Curtis  Lee  Baker  3,824  votes  for  the  council, 
and  Elijah  Turner,  candidate  at  large  for  city  council, 
12,551  votes.30 

At  the  statewide  conference  in  Los  Angeles  in  the  fall 
of  1966,  a group  calling  itself  the  Southern  Community 
for  New  Politics  emerged,  but  little  was  heard  from  it. 
One  of  its  representatives,  Danny  Gray,  was  scheduled 
to  participate  in  the  Black  Power  Conference  on  the 
Berkeley  campus  October  28-29,  1966.37  A California 
Coordinating  Committee  for  New  Politics,  which  may 
incorporate  the  Los  Angeles  unit,  was  established  in 
September  1966.  Based  at  Venice,  it  issued  a call  for 
a statewide  convention  to  be  held  in  the  bay  area  May 
13-14,  1967,  to  formulate  plans  for  the  1968  elections. 
The  Community  for  New  Politics  was  listed  on  the  call 
as  one  of  the  cooperating  groups.  (Exhibit  VII.) 

There  is  no  question  that  the  advent  of  the  so-called 
“New  Left”  has  changed  the  nation’s  political  picture. 
It  has  shaken  the  “Old  Left”  severely.  Both  the  Com- 
munist Party  and  the  Socialist  Workers  Party  have 
made  tremendous  efforts  to  capture  the  easily  influenced 

33  Communique  for  New  Politics,  March  6, 1967. 

34  National  Review,  December  14,  1965. 

35  Oakland  Tribune,  April  3, 1967. 

30  Oakland  Tribune,  April  19,  1967. 

37  Daily  Californian,  October  28,  1966. 
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mass  of  young  people.  At  this  writing,  it  appears  that 
the  Communist  Party  has  been  successful  to  a degree, 
and  the  situation  bears  close  watching  during  the  next 
few  years.  However,  there  are  indications  that  the  an- 
archist New  Left  groups,  wishing  to  consider  issues  of 
the  moment  rather  than  long-range  goals,  may  throw 
off  the  Communist  Party’s  spartan  discipline  and  rigid 
program  of  catering  to  the  needs  of  the  Soviet  Union. 
The  CPUS  A is  in  a state  of  flux,  but  its  tacticians  have 
had  long  experience  in  baiting  traps  not  only  for  the  un- 
wary, but  for  the  wary  as  well.  The  New  Left  groups  are 
inexperienced,  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  how  many  of  its 
organizations  and  individuals  fall  under  the  influence 
of  the  Old  Left. 


VIRGINIA  TAYLOR  NORRIS 

In  our  1965  report  at  page  71,  and  in  our  1966  report  at 
pages  32  and  33,  we  discussed  the  background  of  a Virginia 
Marie  Taylor,  an  employee  of  the  University  of  California 
at  Berkeley.  The  essence  of  our  statements  dealt  with  her 
two  years  of  classes  at  the  Communist  school  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, her  connection  with  a Communist  youth  organization 
known  as  American  Youth  for  Democracy,  and  a Commu- 
nist front  organization  known  as  International  Student 
Service. 

Immediately  after  publication  of  the  1965  report,  we 
received  a letter  from  Mrs.  Virginia  Marie  Norris  (nee 
Taylor),  which  is  printed  below.  She  was  advised  that  such 
statements  are  required  to  be  made  under  oath.  Nothing 
further  was  heard  from  her  until  almost  a year  later,  and 
a few  days  after  the  1966  report  had  been  printed.  We 
then  received  a second  letter,  duly  notarized,  with  a copy 
of  the  first  letter  also  notarized.  Senator  Burns  informed 
her  on  May  18, 1966,  that  both  letters  would  be  reproduced 
in  our  1967  report. 

The  letter  dated  June  18, 1965  reads  as  follows  : 


( 129) 
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50  Parnassus  Road 
Berkeley,  California 
June  18,  1965 


Honorable  Hugh  M.  Burns 
President  Pro  Tern 
State  Senate 
Capitol  Building 
Sacramento,  California 

Dear  Senator  Burns: 

Oral  reports  have  reached  me  of  the  statement  made  about  Virginia  Marve 
Taylor  in  the  latest  report  of  the  Senate  Fact  Finding  Subcocranlttee  on 
Un-American  Activities. 

My  maiden  name  was  "irginia  Marie  Taylor,  but  I have  been  married  for 
twelve  years  and  have  used  my  married  name,  Mrs.  Frank  Norris,  since  my 
marriage  in  1953.  We  have  two  children,  Barbara,  9,  and  Scott,  2,  and 
live  at  50  Parnassus  Road,  Berkeley.  The  report  apparently  surmarlzes 
my  academic  activities  at  the  University  of  Washington  but  omits  the  fact 
that  I served  as  President  of  the  ASUW  (Associated  Students  of  the  U.  of  W.) 
in  my  senior  year.  Perhaps  student  body  presidencies,  marriage  and 
motherhood  do  not  fit  the  image  the  Committee  wished  to  convey. 

American  Youth  for  Democracy  — I was  not  a member  of  this  organization. 

I attended  a meeting,  while  ASUW  President,  so  as  to  see  what  this  new 
organization  of  students  was  all  about  and  to  hear  speeches  by  the  Seattle 
election  candidates. 

International  Student  Service  — I am  unaware  of  any  connection  between 
this  organization  and  the  "American  Youth  Conference."  The  ISS  Summer 
Institute  I attended  was  held  in  New  Brunswick,  at  Campobello,  the  summer 
home  of  then -President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt,  who  made  it  available 
to  the  group.  The  speakers  included  Mrs.  Roosevelt,  Dr.  Hu  Shih, 

Nationalist  China's  wartime  ambassador  to  the  United  States,  officials  of 
the  War  Production  Board  and  other  government  agencies,  the  presidents  of 
Hunter  and  Smith  Colleges  and  Howard  University,  Dr.  Harlow  Shapley,  head 
of  the  Harvard  Observatory,  and  6uch  other  distinguished  academic  speakers 
as  Robert  Maclver,  Douglas  Moore  and  Jacques  Barzun. 

Later  that  same  summer  (1962)  ISS  sponsored  an  International  Student 
Assembly  in  Washington,  D.C.,  which  I attended,  with  some  600  students 
from  50  countries.  The  chief  speaker  was  President  Roosevelt.  Other 
speakers  included  Mrs.  Roosevelt,  U.S.  Supreme  Court  Justice  Robert 
Jackson,  New  Zealand  Miniater  Walter  Nash,  Dr.  Hu  Shih,  and  Count  Carlo 
Sforza  of  the  Free  Italian  government.  The  entire  student  delegation, 
myself  included,  was  entertained  at  a party  at  the  White  House. 
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Honorable  Hugh  Burns 


Secretary  of  Academic  Senate  — This  is  an  obvious  error.  The  organization 
was  the  Academic  Assembly,  a group  of  junior  academic  employees  at  the 
University  paralleling  the  Academic  Senate  for  more  senior  employees.  It 
was  organized  to  help  raise  funds  for  junior  persons  who  had  lost  their 
positions  as  a result  of  the  oath  controversy,  just  as  the  Senate  was 
similarly  raising  funds  for  senior  persons  so  injured.  The  organization 
declined  as  the  need  disappeared  or  was  otherwise  solved  by  the  Court 
decision,  and  was  no  longer  in  existence  when  I filled  out  my  security 
questionnaire.  If  I omitted  to  list  it,  the  omission  was  sheer  inadvertence 
as  the  group  was  not  political  or  suspicious  in  any  way.  I probably  did  not 
list  other  past  organization  ties  such  as  Camp  Fire  Girls  and  a host  of  high 
school  and  college  groups  that  appeared  irrelevant. 

Ceramics  class  --  This  was  an  occasional  evening  class  at  the  California 
Labor  School.  I chose  it  because  it  was  inexpensive  and  had  its  own  kiln 
and  chemicals  for  making  glazes.  Most  other  comparable  classes  sent  work 
out  to  be  fired  and  used  pre -mixed  glazes.  There  was  no  political  activity 
whatever  in  the  class.  The  students  exhibited  no  political  interests  that 
I knew  of.  The  one  I recall  most  vividly  was  a dentist,  who  kept  making 
large  clay  teeth. 

It  is  sad  to  realize  that  these  denials  and  corrections  will  disappear  with 
today's  newspapers,  while  the  errors  and  insinuations  will  be  perpetuated  in 
official  state  records.  It  is  also  unfortunate  that  denials  and  corrections 
make  one  appear  defensive  and  apologetic.  I am  neither.  I have  no  reason 
to  be.  Nor  would  I wish  it  to  appear  that  my  past  activities,  as  corrected, 
were  an  Instance  of  youthful  folly.  I have  continued  to  be  reasonably  active 
politically.  I have  signed  petitions,  worked  for  political  candidates, 
joined  an  occasional  picket  line,  contributed  to  civil  rights  organizations. 
In  other  words,  I have  continued  to  exercise  my  rights  and  responsibilities 
as  an  American  citizen.  I plan  to  continue  to  do  60. 

It  is  requested  that  this  letter  be  printed  in  the  Senate  Journal  and  that 
copies  of  it  be  sent  to  all  who  received  or  will  receive  copies  of  the 
Committee  report. 


Sincerely  yours. 


cc;  Copies  to  Editors 
of  local  newspapers 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this 
6th  day  of  May,  1966. 


BETTY  ROBERTS 

NOTARY  PUBLIC  -CALIFORNIA 


PRINCIPAL  OFFICE  IN 


ALAMEDA  COUNTY 


Mv  Commission  Expires  September  29,  1968 
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The  letter  dated  May  6, 1966,  reads  as  follows : 


5SW”"1* 


September  29. 1968 


My  Commission  Expires 
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Our  1966  report,  on  pages  32  and  33,  stated  that  Mrs. 
Norris  had  attended  the  Communist  School  (California 
Labor  School)  in  San  Francisco  for  two  years,  and  that 
in  her  personnel  security  questionnaire  filed  with  the 
university,  this  information  had  been  added  by  a type- 
written addendum.  We  also  pointed  out  that  she  had  been 
a delegate  to  the  International  Student  Service  organiza- 
tion while  she  was  a student  at  the  University  of  Wash- 
ington. The  International  Student  Service  was  a com- 
ponent part  of  the  American  Youth  Congress,  which  was 
controlled  by  the  Communist  Party.  The  official  delegate 
from  International  Student  Service  to  the  American 
Youth  Congress,  Harper  Poulson,  had  become  a Commu- 
nist four  years  pretdously,  and  after  he  left  the  party  he 
so  testified.1  The  Communist  character  of  the  American 
Youth  Congress,  as  we  pointed  out,  is  easily  established 
through  statements  issued  by  the  party  press,  and  through 
statements  of  its  former  National  Secretary,  Joseph  P. 
Lash.2 

We  have  stated  in  the  prior  reports,  and  we  repeat  here, 
that  we  assume  Mrs.  Norris  had  no  knowledge  of  the  sort 
of  organization  whose  meeting  she  attended  as  a delegate. 
It  was  a front,  and  one  of  the  prime  purposes  of  a front 
is  to  conceal  the  Communist  control  from  its  non-Commu- 
nist  members.  The  fact  that  Mrs.  Roosevelt  and  other 
non-Communists  attended  would  not  be  sufficient  to 
purify  the  organization.  In  fact,  as  we  said  in  the  1966 
report,  Mrs.  Roosevelt  frankly  declared  she  had  tried 
working  with  the  American  Communists  and  found  it 
impossible. 

Mrs.  Norris  omitted  mention  of  having  attended  meet- 
ings of  American  Youth  for  Democracy  in  her  question- 
naire. It  appears  from  our  interview  with  the  university 
security  officer,  and  from  his  sworn  statement,  that  Mrs. 
Taylor  told  him  she  had  attended  meetings  of  the  Com- 
munist youth  organization,  and  not  just  the  single  meet- 
ing she  specified  in  her  letter. 

We  clearly  stated  in  our  1965  report,  and  repeat  here, 
that  “we  do  not  infer  that  Miss  Taylor  was  a Communist 
or  that  when  she  filed  her  personnel  security  question- 

1 Los  Angeles  Times,  October  23, 1959. 

2 See:  Daily  Worker,  January  5,  1935,  July  4,  1935;  HU  AC,  Appendix 

IX,  p.  525. 
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liaire  in  1953  she  was  subversive,  but  it  is  abundantly 
evident  that  she  followed  a pattern  of  activity  that  had 
been  indulged  in  by  other  employees  of  the  university  in 
deliberately  omitting  from  an  official  document  concern- 
ing her  employment,  extremely  vital  and  pertinent  secu- 
rity information.  ’ ’ 3 

The  California  Labor  School  in  San  Francisco,  and  its 
counterparts  by  the  same  name  in  southern  California, 
were  the  centers  for  indoctrination  and  recruiting.  That 
was  their  sole  function,  and  they  were  conceived,  organ- 
ized and  operated  by  the  Communist  Party.  Its  directors, 
its  instructors,  and  its  activities  were  strictly  controlled  by 
the  party.  Every  official  counter-subversive  agency  in  the 
business,  including  the  Subversive  Activities  Control 
Board  that  heard  evidence  concerning  its  Communist  na- 
ture, found  that  it  was  under  the  control  of  the  party. 

One  undercover  FBI  informant,  a Communist,  said  of 
the  California  Labor  School : 

“I  spent  some  time  around  the  California  Labor 
School.  That,  again,  is  a whole  other  story.  It  is  not  a 
labor  school;  it  doesn’t  teach  a craft  or  didn’t  teach 
a craft  or  a trade.  It  didn’t  get  a person  a job.  It  was 
a place  where  they  could  get  out  Communist  propa- 
ganda. That’s  all  i found  at  the  labor  school.  I took  a 
course  in  journalism.  If  I had  to  go  out  in  the  world 
and  make  a living  from  what  I learned  there,  I could 
never  have  earned  any  form  of  living.  They  taught 
interpretive  dancing,  ceramics,  for  which  they  were 
getting  federal  funds  under  the  GI  Bill  of  Rights,  and 
they  gave  courses  all  with  a real  down-the-line,  left- 
hand  deal.”4 

It  should  also  be  pointed  out  that  at  the  time  Mrs.  Norris 
was  attending  the  school,  classes  in  ceramics  were  being 
offered  at  San  Francisco  State  College,  which  taught  three 
courses  at  its  campus  then  located  at  the  corner  of  Herman 
and  Buchanan  Streets,  just  off  Market;  at  San  Francisco 
City  College,  50  Phelan  Avenue,  which  offered  four 
courses,  and  by  the  San  Francisco  Adult  Education  Pro- 
gram, that  offered  eight  courses. 

3 1966  report,  p.  72. 

4 Testimony  of  Mrs.  Adele  Kronick  Silva,  HU  AC,  October  20,  1959,  pp. 

1264,  1266,  1267, 1273,  1274,  1277-1280. 
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COMMUNITY  FOR  NEW  POLITICS 


Exhibit 

No. 


EXHIBITS 

Description 


I.  National  Conference  for  New  Politics  Letter  (both 
sides) 


II.  Californians  for  Liberal  Representation — Letter 
(both  sides) 


III.  Statewide  Conference  on  Power  and  Politics — 
folder  (both  sides) 


IV.  Socialist  Workers  Party  folder — six  sections  (both 
sides) 


V.  Report  from  North  Vietnam — Neilands 

VI.  CNP  Folder — i sections  (both  sides) 

VII.  California  Statewide  New  Politics — folder — 4 sec- 
tions (both  sides) 
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EXHIBIT  I 

NATIONAL  CONFERENCE  FOR  NEW  POLITICS 

1808  WYOMING  AVENUE  N.W.,  WASHINGTON,  D.C.  20009 


Dear  Friend: 

The  Vietnam  war  now  threatens  every  American  family.  Will  our  sons  go  to  war  or  to 
school?  Will  our  tax  dollars  be  used  to  wipe  out  slums  at  home  or  villages  in  Vietnam?  You 
must  help  America  make  this  decision. 

The  killing  of  Americans  and  Vietnamese  will  not  stop  unless  the  opponents  of  this  war, 
and  of  the  bankrupt  foreign  policy  which  it  reflects  can  turn  their  dissent  into  real  political 
power.  Fortunately,  across  the  nation,  local  alliances  of  issues  oriented  liberals,  student  ac- 
tivists, peace  and  civil  rights  workers,  and  grass-roots  movements  of  the  poor  are  being  formed 
for  the  tangible  ends  of  winning  elections. 

— In  Oregon,  Howard  Morgan,  former  federal  Power  Commissioner,  is  running  for 
the  Democratic  nomination  for  the  U.  S.  Senate  against  a supporter  of  Administration 
policy  in  Vietnam.  Morgan  is  supported  by  Senator  Wayne  Morse.  Simultaneously,  former 
Congressman  Charles  Porter,  who  has  a distinguished  record  of  peace  activity,  is  running 
for  Congress  in  the  4th  district. 

— In  California,  there  are  30  anti-war  candidates,  ranging  from  incumbent  Congress- 
men George  Brown,  Phil  Burton  and  Don  Edwards  to  newcomers  Ed  Keating,  Bob  Scheer 
and  Stanley  Sheinbaum  of  RamoarisJtagazine. 

— In  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Georgia  and  North  Carolina,  Negro  candidates  for  local 
office,  ranging  from  sheriff  to  state  assemblyman  to  Congressman,  are  awakening  the  en- 
ergies of  people  long  denied  any  share  in  shaping  their  own  future,  and  are  now  recon- 
structing the  whole  of  Southern  politics. 

— In  the  slums  of  Chicago,  campaigns  against  the  Daley  machine  are  building  from 
the  bottom  up  for  alderman  and  state  assemblyman  — the  offices  nearest  the  people. 

— In  New  York,  two  vigorous  opponents  of  the  war  in  Vietnam  - Ted  Weiss,  reform 
City  Councilman,  and  Mel  Dubin,  recent  candidate  for  Controller  on  Congressman  Ryan’s 
ticket  — are  challenging  incumbent  Democrats  who  have  long  represented  city  bosses. 

— In  Massachusetts,  Thomas  Boylston  Adams  is  leading  a peace  campaign  for  the 
U.  S.  Senate  with  considerable  support  from  within  the  Democratic  Party. 

Other  politically  viable  campaigns,  equally  important  and  promising,  are  building.  The 
National  Conference  for  New  Politics  has  been  created  to  assist  in  these  developments.  The 
Conference  is  not  another  organization  established  to  compete  with  existing  groups.  Rather  it  is 
a cooperative  effort  solely  to  provide  financial,  research,  and  human  resources  to  those  candi- 
dates who  will  speak  clearly  for  peace  and  for  a domestic  program  commensurate  with  the  great 
wealth  of  our  country  and  the  needs  of  its  citizens. 

Political  campaigns  are  staggeringly  expensive;  but  we  are  persuaded  that  many  Americans 
care  deeply  enough  about  the  issue  of  war  or  peace  that  they  will  make  great  sacrifices  to  insure 
that  in  the  next  Congress,  Senators  Morse  and  Gruening,  Fulbright  and  Young,  and  the  few  other 
bold  spirits  no  longer  stand  almost  alone.  Moreover  we  believe  that  they  understand  the  great 
opportunity  offered  by  the  insurgent  politics  in  the  South  and  the  ghettoes  of  the  urban  North  and 
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EXHIBIT  I — Continued 


that  they  will  not  allow  these  to  fail  for  lack  of  funds. 

We  have  already  helped  significantly  in  Oregon  and  Alabama.  However,  much  more  is 
needed.  Contributions  are  not  tax-deductible,  but  they  may  be  the  one  way  in  which  we  can  real- 
istically overcome  and  defeat  the  sense  of  hopelessness  which  the  real  war  in  Vietnam  and  the 
“half-war”  on  poverty  both  engender. 

Please,  now!  Make  your  check  payable  to  NCNP. 


Benjamin  Spock,  M.D. 
Co-Chairman,  SANE 


Sincerely, 


6L o_ 


Representative-elect 

Georgia  House  of  Representatives 


: . /A...  r.  / 

The  Reverend  William  Sloane  Coffin,  Jr. 
Chaplain,  Yale  University 


Simon  Casady 

Past  President  California  Democratic 
Council 


P.S.  Since  we  have  a clear  obligation  to  make  certain  that  debate  continues  on  Vietnam  policy, 
and  because  the  nation  is  as  one  precinct  on  this  issue,  we  would  hope  that  individuals  will 
contribute  regardless  of  geographical  areas.  The  allocation  of  funds  shall  be  determined  by  the 
signers  of  this  letter  in  consultation  with  Congressional  supporters  and  the  NCNP  Board. 


Organizations  listed  for  identification  purposes  only. 
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Hear 


Senator  Wayne  MORSE 


Speaking  at  two  public  meetings 
on 

VIET  NAM 


FRIDAY,  APRIL  29 

• SAN  FRANCISCO  — ILWU  Auditorium  — Beach  and  Taylor  Streets  — 8:00  P.M. 

• OAKLAND  — Oakland  Auditorium  Theatre  — 1 0th  and  Fallon  Streets  — 7:30  P.M. 


Sponsored  by 

CALIFORNIANS  FOR  LIBERAL  REPRESENTATION 

870  Market  Street  • Suite  470 
Phone:  392-3648 


Tickets  Available: 


SAN  FRANCISCO: 


MARIN: 

Drath  Headquarh 
1131  Magnolii 


($2  general  admission;  $10  reserved  seats) 


C. L. R.  Endorses: 

ATTORNEY  GENERAL: 
WILLIAM  BENNETT 


SECRETARY  OF  STATE: 
WILLIAM  WILLIAMS 


FOR  CONGRESS: 

- PHIL  DRATH 
D.  - PHILLIP  BURTON* 

D.  - ROBERT  SCHEER 

W.  "DON"  EDWARDS* 
EDWARD  KEATING 
STATE  SENATOR  10th  DIST. 
GEORGE  R.  M0SC0NE 


FOR  ASSEMBLY: 

15  A.D  - RAY  MARSH 

MARK  COMFORT 

17  A.D. -JOHN  J.  MILLER 

18  A.D. -WILLIE  L.  BROWN,  JR.* 
20  A.D.  - JOHN  L.  BURTON* 

25  A.D  - WILLIAM  F.  STANTON* 


VOTE  JUNE  7 
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EXHIBIT  II— Continued 


Californians  for  Liberal  Representation 
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Statewide  Conference 


To  be  held  at 

EAST  LOS  ANGELES  COLLEGE 
5357  E.  Brooklyn  Avenue 


RY  PROPOSAL  F 
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EXHIBIT  III— Continued 
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EXHIBIT  III— Continued 


□ □ 
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EXHIBIT  III— Continued 


SPONSORS 


Socialist  Candidates 
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Socialist  Workers  Party 
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EXHIBIT  IV— Continued 
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"We  have  evidence  of  deliberate  and  systematic 
destruction  of  schools,  hospitals,  and  civilian 
life,  from  U0S«  bombing  of  North  Vietnam „ " 

-Jo B0  Neilands 


He<»r 

Report  from 

North  Vietnam 

u.c.pro£.  j b Neilands 

CNP  candidate  for  Berkeley  City  Council; 

just  back  from  North  Vietnam,  where  he  spoke  to 

Ho  Chi  Minh  and  downed  American  pilots  0 


BERKELEY 
FRI  MAR  31 


LITTLE  THEATER 

sot  800  PM 


MARSHALL  WINDMILLER 


AVAKIAN 

City  Council 

X 

DELLUMS 

City  Council 

X 

HARAWITZ 

City  Council 

X 

NEILANDS 

City  Council 

X 

KALDENBACH 

Auditor 

X 

WILLIAMS 

School  Board 

X 
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EXHIBIT  VI 


How  Do  You  Answer  a " Red  Smear? 


It's  pretty  hard  to  catch  up  with  the  man  with  the  smear  brush, 
particularly  when  he  has  the  front  page  of  the  Berkeley  Gazette, 
the  only  local  daily  newspaper,  at  his  disposal,  for  a whole 
week. 


It  is  of  course  clear  to  those  who  have  learned  for  themselves 
about  the  CNP,  that  it  is  an  organization  of  thousands  of  Ber- 
keley residents  deeply  concerned  about  the  war  in  Vietnam  and 
the  continued  crisis  of  poverty  and  racism  in  our  communities. 
It  has  further  been  adequately  demonstrated  in  articles  in  the 
National  Observer,  the  New  Republic  and  the  New  York  Times 
that  the  overwhelming  majority  of  activists  in  the  Scheer  for 
Congress  campaign  and  the  CNP  which  grew  out  of  it,  do  not 
belong  to  any  political  party  and  are  in  fact  frequently  skep- 
tical of  ideological  dogma  of  any  kind.  But  the  very  purpose 
of  a smear  is  to  blot  out  the  individual  faces  in  an  organiza- 
tion and  to  force  them  all  into  the  category  of  "the  enemy. " 


The  CNP  is  an  association  of  individuals,  each  free  to  work  out 
his  own  political  philosophy.  But  we  are  agreed  on  the  neces- 
sity to  combat  the  hysterical  anti-communism  which  has  gripped, 
this  society  since  the  days  of  McCarthy.  The  daily  smear  at- 
tacks in  the  Berkeley  Gazette  represent  a degeneracy  of  the  local 
political  climate  into  McCarthyism  and  the  CNP  is  determined  to 
oppose  this  trend  rather  than  submit  to  it.  We  have  no  right  to 
insist  that  the  voter  share  our  position  on  the  issues,  but  we  do 
have  a right  to  expect  that  they  will  give  all  candidates  a fair 
hearing  and  vote  on  the  issues,  not  in  response  to  innuendo  and 
smear. 

VOTE  APRIL  4th 


Community  for  New  Politics 


Formerly  SCHEER  for  CONGRESS 
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EXHIBIT  VI— Continued 


CNP  PROGRAM 

The  Community  for  New  Politics  has  formulated  an  exciting  and  serious  program 
on  the  critical  issues  facing  Berkeley.  As  City  Councilmen,  CNP  candidates 
will  act  to: 

Oppose  the  Vietnam  War. 

Move  toward  purchase  of  P.  G.  & E.  , which  for  a dozen  California  cities 
has  provided  lower  rates  and/or  taxes  and  additional  money  for  community 
development. 

Preserve  the  Bay  for  recreational  use — not  for  commercial  exploitation. 

Force  BART  to  live  up  to  its  promises  to  hire  local  unemployed  and  provide 
job-training . 

Eliminate  discrimination  in  housing , in  City  employment  and  in  all  City 
contracts . 

Involve  people  throughout  the  community  in  all  levels  of  planning. 


Initiate  City  competition  in  the  real  estate  and  construction  markets  through 
expansion  of  the  Public  Works  Department  to  provide  greater  public  profit, 
integrated  jobs  and  integrated  housing  at  varied  price  levels  scattered 
throughout  the  city. 

Develop  the  BART  air  rights  and  "corridor"  for  the  public  benefit:  child  care 
and  community  centers , parks  and  public  profit  enterprises  such  as  rental 
housing;  establish  and  enforce  aesthetic  and  architectural  standards  for  de- 
velopment. 

Eliminate  City  Loyalty  Oath;  fight  state  loyalty  oaths . 

Promote  collective  bargaining  rights  for  all  city  employees;  pass  an  anti  - 
scab  ordinance. 

Work  to  end  the  hostility  between  the  University-South  Campus  community 
and  the  rest  of  the  City. 

Defend  students  and  faculty  at  the  University:  quality  education,  no  bud- 
get cuts,  no  tuition,  political  freedom,  student-faculty  participation  in 
University  government,  no  legislative  investigation,  collective  bargaining 
rights  for  employees. 
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EXHIBIT  VI— Continued 


THE  COUNCIL’S  PRO- WAR  RESOLUTION 


RESOLUTION  NO.  40,935-  N.S. 


EXPRESSING  SUPPORT  AND  DEVOTION  TO  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  ARMED  FORCES  OF' 
THIS  COUNTRY  FIGHTING  IN  VIETNAM  „ 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  by  the  Council  of  the  City  of  Berkeley  as  follows: 

WHEREAS  , young  men  of  the  City  of  Berkeley,  California,  are  engaged  in  mortal 
combat  in  Vifet  Nam  in  support  of  the  Foreign  Policy  commitments  of  this  Nation;  and 

WHEREAS,  groups  and  individuals  in  our  society  have,  by  demonstrations  and 
otherwise,  sought,  and  are  seeking,  to  undermine  this  policy;  and 

WHEREAS,  these  actions  have  been  given  publicity  in  the  press,  on  radio  and 
television,  that  many  people,  including  those  of  hostile  nations,  have  been  led  to 
believe  that  a substantial  number  of  our  people  are  not  willing  to  support  our 
commitments  or  uphold  our  national  honor;  and 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  Be  it  resolved  that  this  Council  hereby  extends  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  armed  forces,  its  fullest  support  and  warmest  devotion  to  them  as  they 
perform  their  hard  duty,  thus  assuring  them  that  the  spirit  of  patriotism  is  not 
dead  in  this  country  and  that  they  are  neither  forgotten  nor  unappreciated  by  us . 

FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  copies  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  to  the  United  States  Senators  from  this  State  and  to  Congressmen 
from  this  district  for  their  information  and  edification  and  to  the  several  communications 
media  for  widespread  dissemination  to  the  public  at  large. 

Dated:  November  9,  1965 
Reaffirmed  Febuary  7,  1967 
Adopted  by  the  Council  of  the  City  of  Berkeley  by  the  following  vote: 

Ayes:  Councilmen  Bort,  Brown,  DeBonis,  Dewey,  Gordon,  May  Sweeney  and 
President  Johnson. 

Noes:  None 

Absent:  Councilman  Harris 


WALLACE  I ,S , JOHNSON 
Mayor  and  President  of  the  Council 


ATTEST:  EDYTHE  CAMPBELL 

City  Clerk  and  Clerk  of  the  Council 
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EXHIBIT  VII 


To  bring  together  people  who  have  been  involved  in  radical , 
protest  and  reform  movements  across  the  state . 

To  determine  a course  of  statewide  independent  political 
action  for  the  1968  elections. 

To  discuss  the  issues  we  all  face  and  the  means  by  which 
we  can  coordinate  our  efforts  to  best  deal  with  them. 


To  be  held  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area,  May  13-14,1967 
Sponsored  by  the 

California  Coordinating  Committee  for  New  Politics / 
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EXHIBIT  VII— Continued 


Our  society  is  plagued  with  war,  poverty,  racism,  and  rigid  bureau- 
cratic systems  of  social  and  political  control.  Those  who  govern  us 
ignore  the  real  needs  of  people  and  instead  serve  the  demands  of  rich 
and  powerful  interests.  Opportunism  is  the  mark  of  today's  establish- 
ment politicians , reinforcing  the  exploitation  and  alienation  which  so 
characterize  our  society.  A large  and  growing  number  of  Californians 
are  rebelling  against  these  evils.  In  their  own  communities,  and  in 
their  own  and  varied  ways,  these  Californians  are  striving  to  humanize 
our  society  and  to  establish  true  democracy  as  the  only  legitimate 
creator  of  authority. 

The  California  Coordinating  Committee  for  New  Politics , established 
last  September  in  Los  Angeles,  at  an  open  convention  of  several  thou- 
sand delegates,  is  sponsoring  a convention  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay 
Area,  May  13-14.  All  Californians  who  are  engaged  in  trying  to  achieve 
social  and  political  change , who  believe  that  the  existing  political 
structures  are  totally  inadequate,  who  want  to  build  a new  politics,  are 
urged  to  attend  and  participate  in  the  convention. 


THESE  AND  OTHER  ISSUES  WILL  BE  DISCUSSED  AND  DEBATED  AT 

THE  CONVENTION: 

1.  In  what  way  can  we  act  as  a significant,  independent,  radical 
force  in  the  1968  presidential  elections? 

2.  What  should  we  do  in  the  coming  state  and  congressional 
elections? 

3 . How  can  we  effectively  oppose  right  wing  forces  and  right  wing 
programs  ? 

4.  What  are  appropriate  statewide  activities  in  response  to  attacks 
on  our  University  and  social  welfare  programs? 

5 . What  should  or  can  be  done  about  lowering  the  voting  age  to  18  ? 

6 . How  can  we  better  coordinate  activities  occuring  on  different 
issues  and  in  different  parts  of  the  state?  How  can  we  build  an 
effective  statewide  organization? 
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EXHIBIT  VII— Continued 


THE  1968  PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTION  - TWO  PROPOSALS 


1_  We  should  run  a slate  of  delegates  in  the  democratic  primary  who 
would  be  pledged  to  oppose  Johnson  at  the  Democratic  National  Con- 
vention. The  effect  of  this  slate  would  be  similiar  to  that  of  the  peace 
candidates'  campaigns  in  1966  in  defining  and  strengthening  the  NEW 
POLITICS  movement.  The  running  of  this  slate  would  create  a structure 
parallel  to  and  inter-dependent  with  the  Democratic  Party  - a necessary 
step  in  an  attempt  to  gain  political  power. 

Since  many  people  are  ready  to  vote  against  Johnson,  a NEW 
POLITICS  slate,  if  pledged  against  Johnson  before  the  "liberals"  were 
fully  organized , would  have  a chance  of  winning . 


2_  We  should  invite  Americans  across  the  country  to  join  us  in  launch- 
ing an  independent  campaign  for  the  '68  presidential  elections.  We 
must  oppose  all  candidates  who  support  the  war,  when  it  really  counts  - 
November  '68. 

The  purpose  is  to  use  the  campaign  as  a vehicle  to  attempt  to  inte- 
grate in  terms  of  program  and  demands  the  many  now  isolated  local 
movements.  We  will  educate  and  organize  around  the  war  and  around  a 
specific  political  program  to  be  adopted.  We  will  make  a critique  of 
existing  American  institutions , and  will  take  the  first  step  toward  build- 
ing a national  independent  radical  movement . 
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EXHIBIT  VII— Continued 


ONE  WEEK-END  IS  NOT  ENOUGH.  Major  policy  c 
form  our  political  activity  will  take  must  be  be 
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2214  Grove  St.  #33 . 2500  Salta  Headquarters  P.O.  Box  37  5552  Fulton  St. 


California  Coordinating  Committee 
For  New  Politics 
P.O.  Box  809 
Venice,  California  90291 


DELANO 
APPENDIX  A 

Statement  of  Jack  Pandol 

Pandol,  a local  grower,  was  interviewed  in  his  office  at 
Route  2,  Box  388,  Delano,  California,  on  February  26, 
1966,  and  March  5,  1966.  He  is  one  of  three  brothers  who 
own  and  operate  a 2,000-acre  ranch  in  the  area.  He  em- 
ploys as  high  as  200  men  during  the  peak  of  the  season 
and  has  lived  in  Delano  for  most  of  his  adult  life.  Pandol, 
who  is  a member  of  the  Council  of  California  Growers,  the 
California  Grape  and  Tree  Fruit  League,  the  Western 
Growers  Association  and  the  Farm  Bureau  Federation, 
stated  substantially  as  follows : 

The  National  Farm  Workers  Association  (NFWA)  and 
the  Agricultural  Workers  Organizing  Committee  (AWOC) 
both  claim  that  the  worker  is  underpaid.  They  have  talked 
about  $1.20  and  $1.30  an  hour  but  fail  to  mention  that  with 
piecework  rates  any  average  picker  can  earn  at  least  an- 
other 60  cents  an  hour.  The  average  wage  paid  pickers 
during  the  1965  harvest  was  more  than  $1.80  an  hour; 
Pandol  himself  paid  an  average  of  $1.83  per  hour.  Some 
growers,  like  Schenley  Industries  paid  as  high  as  $2.42 
an  hour.  In  addition,  there  are  numerous  fringe  benefits 
such  as  housing  facilities,  camp  cooks,  transportation,  etc., 
that  are  provided  by  the  growers.  In  short,  it  is.  not  the 
wage  rate  per  se  that  is  at  a minimum  hut  rather  the 
number  of  days  a year  that  a grower  needs  a full  crew. 
The  latter  has  to  do  with  the  character  of  the  business 
and  with  “mother  nature”  and  nothing  to  do  with  the 
growers.  They  talk  wage  rates  because  that  sounds  good 
but  what  they  really  have  in  mind  is  some  kind  of  guaran- 
teed annual  income,  whether  they  work  or  not.  Maybe 
society  should  provide  this,  but  not  a businessman  who 
must  compete  with  other  businessmen  in  order  to  market 
his  product. 

A contract  would  tie  the  hands  of  the  growers  who,  al- 
though they  produce  90  percent  of  the  world’s  grapes, 
must  also  compete  with  other  luxury  fruit  products.  The 
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issue  is  not  grapes  versus  grapes  (in  other  areas)  but 
grapes  versus  other  luxury  fruit  products.  If  the  Delano 
growers  get  tied  up  with  a contract  they  will  be  at  an 
unfair  disadvantage  and  unable  to  compete  on  a competi- 
tive market.  In  addition,  a union  contract  would  place  the 
growers  at  the  mercy  of  the  unions  since  the  latter  would 
hold  all  the  cards.  Grapes  are  a highly  perishable  com- 
modity— unlike  steel,  automobiles  or  coal — and  will  spoil 
if  not  processed  on  time.  Being  forced  to  submit  to  arbi- 
tration under  the  terms  of  the  contract  or  the  NLRA 
(should  present  legislation  be  changed  to  cover  the  farm 
laborer)  could  prove  ruinous  within  a matter  of  a few 
days  were  a strike  called  and  the  growers  restricted  by 
law  from  hiring  other  workers. 

Another  matter,  quite  apart  from  the  preceding  eco- 
nomic arguments,  has  to  do  with  the  rights  of  the  workers 
themselves.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  these 
groups,  the  NFWA  and  AWOC,  simply  do  not  represent 
the  workers.  Both  groups  claim  to  have  memberships  in 
the  thousands  but  rally  a few  hundred  or  less  when  some- 
thing important  is  at  stake. 

Pandol  emphasized  that  none  of  his  workers  have  gone 
out  on  strike  and  that  there  is  a serious  question  in  his 
own  mind  as  to  just  why  they  would  want  to.  He  maintains 
that  he  and  his  fellow  growers  are  paying  good  wages — 
despite  what  the  strike  organizations  say — and  that  if  the 
workers  should  join  a union  they  will  have  to  pay  manda- 
tory dues  (to  be  deducted  from  their  pay)  or  not  be  able 
to  work.  Even  worse,  should  the  “closed-shop”  provisions 
of  the  contract  be  held  legal,  he  would  have  no  choice  at  all 
and  lie  forced  to  join  the  union.  Why  force  upon  them 
something  they  don’t  want;  why  force  them  to  join  and 
pay  dues  to  a “union”  they  don’t  support?  The  pickers 
and  primers  who  have  left  the  fields  and  signed  those 
“union  authorization  slips”  have  done  so  because  they 
were  threatened,  harassed  and  lied  to.  Even  the  prostriker 
book  Huelgct,  written  by  Eugene  Nelson,  describes  how 
pickers  were  told  “.  . . if  you  sign  these  [meaning  the 
authorization  slips]  then  the  Department  of  Employment 
can’t  send  more  workers  to  take  your  place.”1  This  is  a 
misrepresentation.  They  also  followed  people  home 2 and, 

1 Huclga,  p.  7. 

2 Ibid.,  p 111. 
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as  Nelson  describes  in  great  detail,  they  picketed  the  homes 
of  anyone  who  refused  to  go  along  with  them.1 2 3  It  seems 
only  reasonable  that  those  “thousands”  of  so-called  au- 
thorization slips  they  have  are  at  least  suspect.  If  the 
union  organizations  do  not  represent  the  majority  of  the 
workers,  how  can  they  say  they  are  concerned  with  the 
people?  In  a democracy,  the  people  means  the  majority, 
any  high  school  student  can  tell  you  that.  Do  Chavez  and 
his  followers  think  they  know  what’s  best  for  the  majority 
and  therefore  feel  justified  in  changing  them,  whether 
they  want  to  be  changed  or  not? 

Another  thing  that  a lot  of  people  refuse  to  consider 
is  that  the  farmer  is  not  getting  rich  off  what  the  land 
produces.  He  himself  figures  the  net  return  on  his 
investment  to  be  about  2 percent  per  annum.  You  can  get 
twice  that  in  any  bank.  If  farmers  have  made  money  in  the 
Delano  area  it  is  because  they  risk  their  capital — and  many 
started  with  very  little — in  a tenuous  enterprise.  The  value 
of  the  land  doubled  and  tripled  and  many  have  become 
wealthy,  but  it  came  from  the  purchase  and  sale  of  land, 
not  from  growing  grapes.  The  point  is  that  if  they  (the 
farmers)  are  pushed  any  closer  to  the  margin,  they  simply 
won’t  be  able  to  continue.  Many  will  sell  out  and  those  who 
buy  and  the  ones  who  remain  will  be  forced  to  switch  pro- 
duction to  crops  that  require  less  labor.  If  this  will  help 
the  condition  of  the  farmworker  then  someone  had  better 
point  it  out.  Like  it  or  not,  agriculture  is  not  like  industry ; 
likening  it  to  industry  won’t  change  its  nature  or  its  prob- 
lems ; nor  will  it  insure  its  survival  simply  because  some- 
one claims  there  to  be  an  analogy  between  it  and  the 
supposed  compatibility  of  the  United  Auto  Workers 
(LAW)  and  General  Motors. 

The  major  points  articulated  by  Pandol  during  the  in- 
terview, as  well  as  on  subsequent  occasions,  may  be  sum- 
marized as  follows : 

1.  The  wages  paid  workers  are  substantially  higher  than 
the  AWOC  and  NFWA  people  have  maintained. 

2.  The  real  problem  involves  an  absence  of  year-round 
employment.  It  is  not  the  grower’s  responsibility  to 
“make  work”  or  to  become  a private  welfare  agency. 

3 Ibid.,  pp  43,  53-58. 
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3.  A union  contract  would  make  Delano  grapes  too  ex- 
pensive and  would  price  them  out  of  the  luxury  fruit 
market. 

4.  A contract  and  NLRA  coverage  would  stack  every- 
thing in  the  union’s  favor.  The  growers  have  a perish- 
able commodity  that  cannot  stand  around  while  the 
negotiators  decide  what  to  do. 

5.  The  strikers  are  not  the  workers.  Those  who  want  the 
strike  are  outsiders  who  see  themselves  as  noble  cru- 
saders against  social  injustice.  They  seek  instant  jus- 
tice and  instant  equality  without  regard  for  the  rights 
of  the  majority  or  the  minority.  They  have  defined 
their  own  “moral  crisis”  and  are  out  to  save  people 
from  themselves. 

6.  If  the  farmer  goes  broke  or  switches  land  use  to  crops 
that  require  fewer  workers,  the  farmworker  will  be 
worse  rather  than  better  off. 

7.  Agriculture  is  unique — the  success  of  industrial 
unionism  within  the  overall  economy  is  a nice  pat  ex- 
ample but  does  not  necessarily  carry  over. 


DELANO 
APPENDIX  B 

Statement  of  Dolores  C.  Huerta 

Huerta,  who  was  interviewed  in  her  office  in  the  National 
Farm  Workers  Association  (NFWA)  headquarters,  102 
Albany  Street,  Delano,  California,  on  March  7, 1966,  iden- 
tified herself  as  a vice  president  and  an  official  spokesman 
for  NFWA.  Huerta,  who  has  been  closely  associated  with 
Cesar  Chavez,  the  NFWA  and  the  problems  of  the  farm 
laborer  for  many  years  stated  substantially  as  follows : 

NFWA  was  founded  in  Delano  in  September  1962  4 by 
Cesar  Chavez  after  he  resigned  his  position  with  the  Com- 
munity Service  Organization  (CSO).  He  chose  to  live  in 
Delano  because  his  family  lived  there  and  because  it  had 
been  his  home  for  several  years.  The  predominantly  Span- 
ish-speaking farmworkers’  association  which  he  founded 
is  organized  around  the  conviction  that  “.  . . economic 
progress  must  be  accompanied  by  a corresponding  social 
progress”;  in  other  words,  the  recognition  that  workers 
“must  be  paid  a wage  which  allows  them  to  live  a truly 
human  life  and  fulfill  their  family  obligations  in  a worthy 
manner.  ’ ’ 5 

Although  wages  and  working  conditions  are  of  primary 
importance,  the  association  also  offers  the  services  of  a 
credit  union  and  insurance  plan  and  a small  consumer 
co-op.  All  of  this  she  notes  is  contained  in  the  NFWA 
“Statement  of  Purpose,”  as  well  as  the  “Rules  for  New 
Members.”  The  credit  union,  insurance  plan  and  co-op 
services,  as  well  as  assistance  to  members  when  they  have 
not  been  paid  their  wages,  suffered  accidents,  etc.,  is  avail- 
able at  a cost  of  only  $3.50  per  month.  Members  also  re- 
ceive a free  copy  of  El  Malcriado  twice  a month. 

The  most  important  tool  available  to  the  worker  is  his 
right  to  strike.  The  NFWA  feels  moreover  that  it  can  be 
an  effective  tool  without  the  use  of  any  violence.  The  hand- 

4 NFWA  Constitution  and  Bylaws  were  received  by  the  State  Division 

of  Corporations  on  November  3,  1963. 

5 NFWA  ‘ ‘ Statement  of  Purpose.  ’ ’ 
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out,  “Rules  for  Pickets,”  is  provided  every  striker  and 
volunteer.  Item  1 reads : 

“This  is  a totally  nonviolent  strike.  If  you 
feel  that  at  any  time  you  cannot  remain  non- 
violent, tell  the  picket  captain  and  leave.” 

According  to  the  NFWA  Constitution  and  Bylaws,  be- 
fore a strike  may  be  called  the  local  chapter  shall  “call  a 
meeting  for  all  members”  to  decide  the  question.  If  a ma- 
jority decide  to  strike,  then  the  executive  board  must  no- 
tify all  members.  It  then  requires  a two-thirds  vote  cast 
in  a secret  ballot  before  a strike  is  called.  Even  then,  the 
national  executive  board  must  be  notified  and  provide  its 
official  sanction  before  a strike  can  be  called.0  In  other 
words,  the  right  to  strike  is  not  taken  lightly  and  a deci- 
sion to  do  so  evolves  out  of  a participatory,  democratic 
process.  The  same  is  true  for  the  selection  of  leaders ; i.e., 
they  are  elected  by  a majority  vote  of  the  members  and 
serve  for  specified  terms  of  office.  Thus,  it  is  fallacious  to 
attempt  to  separate  the  workers  from  the  organizers  and 
vice  versa.  They  are  one  in  the  same  since  the  leaders  are 
only  representatives  elected  by  the  workers.7 

What  is  happening  in  Delano  is  not  a conspiracy  or 
“power  grab”  on  the  part  of  the  strike  organizations,  as 
the  growers  would  have  the  public  believe,  but  a demo- 
cratic response  of  the  workers  to  the  substandard  living 
and  working  conditions  that  prevail  in  agriculture.  Wages 
have  been  artificially  depressed  by  the  farmer  for  years.  It 
was  not  until  the  repeal  of  Public  Law  No.  78  (the  Mexi- 
can bracero  program)  effective  December  31,  1964,  that  a 
really  successful  strike  became  possible. 

The  average  worker  has  been  receiving  $1.20  per  hour 
or  less,  plus  something  like  10  cents  a box.  Even  if  he 
picked  an  average  of  four  boxes  an  hour,  that  still  gives 
him  a gross  hourly  wage  of  around  $1.80  per  hour.  Fig- 
ured on  the  basis  of  a five-day  week,  that  comes  to  $72 
per  week.  That  may  be  all  right  if  it  were  a supple- 
mental income,  but  it  isn’t.  It’s  all  many  of  these  people 
have  and  on  today’s  market,  you  can’t  live  decently  or 
raise  a family  on  it.  Besides,  the  money  comes  in  for 
maybe  four  or  five  months  of  the  year.  After  that,  notli- 

0 Constitution  of  the  NFWA,  Article  21,  Sections  1-2. 

7 Ibid.,  Articles  8 and  12. 
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ing!  In  the  end  it  means  that  a man  can  earn  little  more 
than  $2,000  a year  in  farm  labor.  No  other  occupation 
pays  so  little. 

No  one’s  asking  for  the  moon  or  for  year-round  em- 
ployment when  the  jobs  aren’t  there.  All  the  farmwork- 
ers want  is  a little  more  than  what  they’re  getting.  They 
are  asking  for  $1.40  per  hour  and  25  cents  a box.  Using 
the  same  base,  this  would  come  to  $2.40  an  hour ; or  $96 
a week.  Is  that  so  much? 

Sam  Lipoma 8 was  quoted  in  The  Delano  Record  of  No- 
vember 30,  1965,  as  saying:  . . these  people  are  not 

getting  enough  money.  ’ ’ 9 This  is  significant  since  it  comes 
as  an  admission  from  one  of  the  largest  private  opera- 
tions in  the  strike  zone;  however,  what  he  went  on  to 
say — as  Huerta  pointed  out — is  perhaps  even  more  sig- 
nificant. Lipoma  is  further  quoted  as  saying: 

“I  think  we  have  to  uplift  the  whole  industry  so 
we  can  afford  to  pay  more  wages.  Right  now  we 
can’t.  And  in  this  transition,  some  people  are  going 
to  be  hurt  . . . but  we  do  not  have  to  break  strikes. 
Let’s  negotiate.  Let’s  find  out  what  we  can  do  to 
work  with  these  people  so  that  we  don’t  have  out- 
siders in  here  . . . [otherwise]  . . . we’re  predicat- 
ing a big  industry’s  very  existence  on  the  fact  that 
we  have  to  pay  low  wages.”10 

To  put  it  most  simply,  at  least  a few  of  the  growers 
recognize  there  to  be  a problem  and  understand  that 
it  is  senseless,  if  not  immoral,  to  build  a business  upon 
the  low  wages  you  pay  your  employees.  This  lesson  was 
supposed  to  have  been  learned  when  the  industry  real- 
ized that  better  wages  means  more  purchasing  power 
and  more  purchasing  power  means  more  business. 

Finally,  if  there  are  outsiders  in  the  Delano  area  they 
are  outsiders  only  in  the  sense  that  they  don’t  make 
their  homes  in  Delano  itself.  Many  of  these  people  come 
from  nearby  towns  such  as  Earlimart,  Richgrove  or  Mc- 

8 A local  grower.  He  owns  and  operates  the  S.  P.  Lipoma  Company, 

located  at  First  and  Glenwood,  Delano. 

9 The  Delano  Record,  November  30,  1965,  p.  1.  This  statement  has  been 

used  as  one  of  the  NFWA  handouts,  it  was  provided  by  Mrs. 

Huerta. 

10  Ibid.,  p.  1. 
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Farland  or  other  valley  towns  up  and  down  Highway  99. 
Just  because  this  is  not  Delano  proper  does  not  mean 
they  come  from  Mars.  Besides,  even  if  there  are  people 
involved  who  are  not  immediately  associated  with  life 
in  Delano — whether  they  come  from  nearby  McFarland 
or  from  as  far  away  as  Boston — should  only  convince 
the  growers  of  how  provincial  they  are.  This  is  not  bad 
in  and  of  itself,  but  if  it  keeps  them  from  seeing  how 
out  of  pace  they  are  with  the  rest  of  the  country — and 
the  economy,  then  someone  has  to  come  in  and  convince 
them  otherwise.  As  Sam  Lipoma  suggests  in  the  news 
article  quoted,  perhaps  there  would  be  no  need  for  out- 
siders if  the  growers  would  face  the  facts  and  sit  down 
and  negotiate. 

If  the  growers  continue  to  avoid  the  issue  by  engaging  in 
such  fantasies  as  their  claim  that  there  is  no  strike,  or  that 
NFWA  or  AWOO  don’t  represent  the  people,  then  one  or 
both  of  two  things  should  be  done : 

1.  Governor  Brown  should  intervene  and  ask  for  ne- 
gotiations. 

2.  The  California  Legislature  should  seriously  con- 
sider establishing  collective  bargaining  legislation 
at  the  state  level.  Something  like  a “little  Wagner 
Act,”  for  instance,  that  would  apply  specifically  to 
farmworkers. 

What  is  taking  place  in  Delano  is  going  to  be  solved 
...  it  is  only  a matter  of  time.  The  right  of  a farm- 
worker to  earn  a living  wage  is  a basic  right  that  no 
local  group  of  farmers  will  be  able  to  suppress  forever. 
As  Eugene  Nelson  points  out  in  Huelga: 

“There  are  growers  who  want  to  negotiate,  who 
have  wanted  to  negotiate  from  the  beginning  of  the 
strike!  But  once  again,  they  are  browbeaten  into 
submission  by  the  feudalistic  mentality  of  richer 
men  who  would  rather  see  their  fellow  growers 
ruined  than  recognize  the  inevitability  of  progress.” 
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EXHIBIT  A 


Farm  Workers  Association 


Statement  of  Furpose 


As  Christians  and  workers  we  wish  to  realize  the  ideals  of  the 
Church  in  our  lives  and  in  the  world  in  which  we  live.  We  see  in  the 
20th  century  a sincere  and  agonizing  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Church 
to  apply  ancient  truths  and  teachings  to  now  and  terrible  problems, 
and  wo  are  hopeful  that  her  efforts  will  contribute  to  a truly  human 
community  where  each  man  works  for  the  common  good,  where  each  enjoys 
abundant  fruit  from  his  labor,  and  each  has  tho  opportunity  to  develop 
to  the  fullest  his  human  potentialities. 

In  the  teachings  of  the  Popes,  and  especially  in  the  encyclicals 
of  the  late  Pope  John  XXIII,  we  find  expressed  the  sentiments  and  con- 
victions which  we  share:  the  "overwhelming  sadness"  at  "the  sorry 
spectacle  of  millions  of  workers  in  many  lands  and  entire  continents 
condemned  through  tho  inadequacy  of  their  wages  to  live  with  their 
families  in  utterly  subhuman  conditions;  "...the  conviction  that 
economic  progress  must  be  accompanied  by  a corresponding  social  progress"; 
the  recognition  that  workers  "must  be  paid  a wage  which  allows  them  to 
live  a truly  human  life  and  to  fulfill  their  family  obligations  in  a 
worthy  manner." 

As  agricultural  laborers  we  ere  pleased  with  the  late  Pope's 
praise  of  farm  work,  an  endeavor  "which  carries  with  it  a dignity 
all  its  own."  Hut  we  arc  especially  pleased  with  his  expression  of 
"Our  satisfaction  with  those  sons  of  Ours  the  world  over  who  are  actively 
engaged  in  co-operatives,  in  professional  groups,  and  in  worker  movements 
intent  on  raising  the  economic  and  social  standards  of  the  agricultural 
community."  For  we  have  dedicated  ourselves  to  improving  the  working 
and  living  conditions  of  farm  laborers,  and  we  seek  to  achieve  our  ends 
through  co-operative  effort. 

The  late  Pope  expressed  explicitly  His  approval  of  labor  unions. 

Hy  the  natural  laws  a man  has  the  right,  he  wrote,  not  only  to  work, 
but  "the  right  to  demand  working  conditions  in  which  physical  health 
is  not  endangered,  morals  ere  safeguarded  and  young  people's  normal 
development  is  not  impaired."  In  addition,  "tho  remuneration  of  work 
is  not  something  that  can  be  left  to  the  marketplace;  nor  should  it  be 
a decision  left  to  the  will  of  tho  more  powerful.  It  must  be  determined 
in  accordance  with  justice  and  equity." 

Pope  John  reserved  a special  place  in  His  thoughts,  he  wrote,  for 
Christian  associations  of  workers  who  endure  great  difficulties  in  their 
endeavor  to  promote  tho  material  and  moral  interests  of  the  working 
people.  As  members  of  the  Farm  ’.Yorkers  Association,  we  draw  strength 
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from  His  blessing.  We  recall  t>.e  lone  decades  of  strife  and  animosity 
between  capital  and  labor,  especially  bitter  in  California,  and  the  in- 
superable difficulties  farm  workers  have  experienced  in  attempting  to  act 
cooperatively.  Wo  feel  that  the  Church  should  strive  to  effect  that 
balance  of  economic  and  social  progress  of  which  the  Pope  speaks,  and  to 
put  into  practice  the  principles  of  Christian  social  teaching. 

II. 


The  Farm  Workers  Association  has  had  experience  in  developing 
cooperative  efforts  among  fern  workers.  It  operates  a credit  union, 
an  insurance  plan,  and  small  consumer  co-op  for  its  members.  In  addition, 
the  officers  and  staff  have  been  authorized  by  the  members  to  act  as 
their  representatives  in  negotiations  with  employers,  although,  unfor- 
tunately, employers  have  not  responded  to  requests  to  negotiate. 

We  believe  that  all  Christians  have  a deep  and  living  concern  for 
social  justico.  Wc  believe  that  all  Christians  wish  to  work  for  the 
establishment  of  just  conditions  of  labor,  insofar  as  it  is  within  their 
power  and  proper  province.  Our  desire  is  to  work  together  with  all 
Christians,  under  the  guidance  of  conscience  and  right  reason,  to  create 
a high  degree  that  just  economic  order  which  we  believe  that  all  Christians 
desire.  The  Farm  Workers  Association  believes  that  the  experience  of  its 
members  and  staff  can  contribute  to  that  high  end. 


Farm  Workers  Association 


P.  0.  Sox  S94 
Polano,  California 


DELANO 
APPENDIX  C 

THE  PLAN  OF  DELANO 

Farmworker’s  Manifesto 

We,  the  undersigned,  gathered  in  Pilgrimage  to  the  cap- 
ital of  the  State  in  Sacramento  in  penance  for  all  the  fail- 
ings of  Farm  Workers  as  free  and  sovereign  men,  do 
solemnly  declare  before  the  civilized  world  which  judges 
our  actions,  and  before  the  nation  to  which  we  belong,  the 
propositions  we  have  formulated  to  end  the  injustice  that 
oppresses  us. 

We  are  conscious  of  the  historical  significance  of  our 
Pilgrimage.  It  is  clearly  evident  that  our  path  travels 
through  a valley  well  known  to  all  Mexican  farm  workers. 
We  know  all  of  these  towns  of  Delano,  Madera,  Fresno, 
Modesto,  Stockton  and  Sacramento,  because  along  this 
very  same  road,  in  this  very  same  valley,  the  Mexican  race 
has  sacrificed  itself  for  the  last  hundred  years.  Our  sweat 
and  our  blood  have  fallen  on  this  land  to  make  other  men 
rich.  This  Pilgrimage  is  a witness  to  the  suffering  we  have 
seen  for  generations. 

The  Penance  we  accept  symbolizes  the  suffering  we  shall 
have  in  order  to  bring  justice  to  these  same  towns,  to  this 
same  valley.  The  Pilgrimage  we  make  symbolizes  the  long 
historical  road  we  have  travelled  in  this  valley  alone,  and 
the  long  road  we  have  yet  to  travel,  with  much  penance,  in 
order  to  bring  about  the  Revolution  we  need,  and  for  which 
we  present  the  propositions  in  the  following  PLAN : 

1.  This  is  the  beginning  of  a social  movement  in  fact  and 
not  in  pronouncements.  We  seek  our  basic,  God-given 
rights  as  human  beings.  Because  we  have  suffered — and 
are  not  afraid  to  suffer — in  order  to  survive,  we  are  ready 
to  give  up  everything,  even  our  lives,  in  our  fight  for  social 
justice.  We  shall  do  it  without  violence  because  that  is  our 
destiny.  To  the  ranchers,  and  to  all  those  who  oppose  us, 
we  say,  in  the  words  of  Benito  Juarez,  “EL  RESPETO 
AL  DERECHO  AJENO  ES  LA  PAZ.” 
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2.  We  seek  the  support  of  all  political  groups  and  pro- 
tection of  the  government,  which  is  also  our  government, 
in  our  struggle.  For  too  many  years  we  have  been  treated 
like  the  lowest  of  the  low.  Our  wages  and  working  condi- 
tions have  been  determined  from  above,  because  irresponsi- 
ble legislators  who  could  have  helped  us,  have  supported 
the  rancher’s  argument  that  the  plight  of  the  Farm 
Worker  was  a “special  case."  They  saw  the  obvious  effects 
of  an  unjust  system,  starvation  wages,  contractors  day 
hauls,  forced  migration,  sickness,  illiteracy,  camps  and  sub- 
human living  conditions,  and  acted  as  if  they  were  irreme- 
diable causes.  The  farm  worker  has  been  abandoned  to  his 
own  fate — without  representation,  without  power — subject 
to  mercy  and  caprice  of  the  rancher.  We  are  tired  of  words, 
of  betrayals,  of  indifference.  To  the  politicians  we  say  that 
the  years  are  gone  when  the  farm  worker  said  nothing  and 
did  nothing  to  help  himself.  From  this  movement  shall 
spring  leaders  who  shall  understand  us,  lead  us,  be  faithful 
to  us,  and  we  shall  elect  them  to  represent  us.  WE  SHALL 
BE  HEARD. 

3.  We  seek,  and  have,  the  support  of  the  Church  in  what 
we  do.  At  the  head  of  the  Pilgrimage  we  carry  LA  VIR- 
GEN  DE  LA  GUADALUPE  because  she  is  ours,  all  ours, 
Patroness  of  the  Mexican  people.  We  also  carry  the  Sacred 
cross  and  the  Star  of  David  because  we  are  not  sectarians, 
and  because  we  ask  the  help  and  prayers  of  all  religions. 
All  men  are  brothers,  sons  of  the  same  God ; that  is  why  we 
say  to  all  men  of  good  will,  in  the  words  of  Pope  Leo  XIII. 
“Everyone’s  first  duty  is  to  protect  the  workers  from  the 
greed  of  speculators  who  use  human  beings  as  instruments 
to  provide  themselves  with  money.  It  is  neither  just  nor 
human  to  oppress  men  with  excessive  work  to  the  point 
where  their  minds  become  enfeebled  and  their  bodies  worn 
out.’’  GOD  SHALL  NOT  ABANDON  US. 

4.  We  are  suffering.  We  have  suffered,  and  we  are  not 
afraid  to  suffer  in  order  to  win  our  cause.  We  have  suf- 
fered unnumbered  ills  and  crimes  in  the  name  of  the  Law 
of  the  Land.  Our  men,  women,  and  children  have  suffered 
not  only  the  basic  brutality  of  stoop  labor,  and  the  most 
obvious  injustices  of  the  system;  they  have  also  suffered 
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the  desperation  of  knowing  that  that  system  caters  to  the 
greed  of  callous  men  and  not  to  our  needs.  Now  we  will 
suffer  for  the  purpose  of  ending  the  poverty,  the  misery, 
and  the  injustice,  with  the  hope  that  our  children  will  not 
be  exploited  as  we  have  been. 

5.  We  shall  unite.  We  have  learned  the  meaning  of 
UNITY.  We  know  why  these  United  States  are  just  that — 
united.  The  strength  of  the  poor  is  also  in  union.  We  know 
that  the  poverty  of  the  Mexican  or  Filipino  worker  in  Cali- 
fornia is  the  same  as  that  of  all  farm  workers  across  the 
country,  the  Negros  and  poor  whites,  the  Puerto  Ricans, 
Japanese,  and  Arabians;  in  short,  all  of  the  races  that 
comprise  the  oppressed  minorities  of  the  United  States. 
The  majority  of  the  people  on  our  Pilgrimage  are  of  Mexi- 
can descent,  but  the  triumph  of  our  race  depends  on  a 
national  association  of  all  farm  workers.  The  ranchers 
want  to  keep  us  divided  in  order  to  keep  us  weak.  Many 
of  us  have  signed  individual  “work  contracts”  with  the 
ranchers  or  contractors,  contracts  in  which  they  had  all 
the  power.  These  contracts  were  farces,  one  more  cynical 
joke  at  our  impotence.  That  is  why  we  must  get  together 
and  bargain  collectively.  We  must  use  the  only  strength 
that  we  have,  the  force  of  our  numbers.  The  ranchers  are 
few;  we  are  many.  UNITED  WE  SHALL  STAND. 

6.  We  shall  Strike.  We  shall  pursue  the  REVOLU- 
TION we  have  proposed.  We  are  sons  of  the  Mexican 
Revolution,  a revolution  of  the  poor  seeking  bread  and 
justice.  Our  revolution  will  not  be  armed,  but  we  want  the 
existing  social  order  to  dissolve,  we  want  a new  social 
order.  We  are  poor,  we  are  humble,  and  our  only  choice  is 
to  Strike  in  those  ranches  where  we  are  not  treated  with 
the  respect  we  deserve  as  working  men,  where  our  rights 
as  free  and  sovereign  men  are  not  recognized.  We  do  not 
want  the  paternalism  of  the  ranchers ; we  do  not  want  the 
contractor ; we  do  not  want  charity  at  the  price  of  our  dig- 
nity. W e want  to  be  equal  with  all  the  working  men  in  the 
nation;  we  want  a just  wage,  better  working  conditions,  a 
decent  future  for  our  children.  To  those  who  oppose  us,  be 
they  ranchers,  police,  politicians,  or  speculators,  we  say 
that  we  are  going  to  continue  fighting  until  we  die,  or  we 
win.  WE  SHALL  OVERCOME. 
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Across  the  San  Joaquin  Valley,  across  California,  across 
the  entire  Southwest  of  the  United  States,  wherever  there 
are  Mexican  people,  wherever  there  are  farm  workers,  our 
movement  is  spreading  like  flames  across  a dry  plain.  Our 
PILGRIMAGE  is  the  MATCH  that  will  light  our  cause 
for  all  farm  workers  to  see  what  is  happening  here,  so  that 
they  may  do  as  we  have  done.  The  time  has  come  for  the 
liberation  of  the  poor  farm  workers. 

History  is  on  our  side. 


iVIVA  LA  CAUSA! 
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EXHIBIT  I— Continued 

ENGLISH  TRANSLATION 

The  XVIII  Convention  of  the  Communist  Party  of  the  USA  recently  completed 
its  work.  This  event  is  an  important  milestone  in  the  development  of  the  American 
Communist  movement.  It  attracted  attention  in  the  United  States  of  America.  All 
the  progressive  societies  of  the  world  followed  its  work  closely. 

The  Convention  analyzed  the  current  domestic  and  foreign  policies  of  American 
imperialism,  defined  the  basic  problems  of  the  party  in  its  work  among  the  masses, 
demonstrated  the  ideological  solidarity  of  the  Communists,  their  loyalty  to  the  spirit 
of  proletarian  internationalism.  On  this  page  we  publish  materials  dedicated  to  the 
convention  of  American  Communists. 

Five  Emotion-Filled  Days 

These  lines  are  written  under  the  impression  of  an  event,  which  will  long  be 
remembered.  From  the  22nd  to  the  26th  of  June,  here,  in  New  York,  the  citadel 
of  American  capitalism,  we  witnessed  a convention  of  USA  Communists,  a conven- 
tion of  those,  who  have  dedicated  their  lives  to  the  incredibly  difficult,  but  noble 
struggle  for  enlightened  ideals — to  the  happiness  of  their  people.  Those  were  truly 
five  emotion-filled  days. 

The  XVIII  Convention  of  the  Comparty  [Communist  Party]  of  the  USA  had 
just  finished  its  work.  Time  is  needed  to  fully  appreciate  its  meaning.  One  thing, 
however,  is  evident  already.  The  wide-spread  response  it  received  from  the  press  and 
especially  the  gnashing  of  teeth  from  the  reactionary  opposition,  the  notes  of 
apprehension  that  sounded  from  the  pages  of  the  bourgeois  papers — attest  to  its 
success. 

The  very  fact  that  an  open  meeting  was  held  signified  in  itself  the  failure  of 
the  attempts  made  by  the  opposition  and  the  authorities  to  isolate  the  party,  to 
exhaust  it  through  endless  persecution,  to  drown  the  voice  of  the  Communists.  And, 
probably,  the  strongest  impression  gained  in  following  the  work  of  the  convention 
— was  the  remarkable  militant  spirit  of  the  delegates,  members  of  the  party. 

The  Communists  of  the  United  States  gathered  at  their  convention  in  a setting 
of  sharply  accentuated  political  and  socialistic  processes  taking  place  in  the  country 
and  of  the  growth  of  political  consciousness  on  the  part  of  the  masses.  A hitherto 
unprecedented  wave  of  demonstration  in  protest  against  the  aggressive  policy  of 
American  imperialism,  especially  in  connection  with  the  barbarous  war  in  Vietnam, 
rolled  over  the  country.  Strikes  are  on  the  increase.  In  spite  of  the  conciliatory 
policy  on  the  part  of  the  right  wing  prof-leaders  [trade  union  leaders]  there  are 
more  and  more  strikes.  For  instance,  the  demonstrations  of  the  transport  workers 
at  the  beginning  of  this  year,  the  excruciatingly  difficult  struggles  of  the  agricultural 
laborers  in  California  and  in  Texas,  and  many  more  instances  show  exactly  how 
much  the  reasoning  of  the  apologists  of  monopolies  is  worth,  concerning  the  bringing 
about  of  “harmony”  between  the  interests  of  work  and  capital.  There  is  a growth, 
in  spite  of  the  preventive  measures  taken  by  the  ruling  class,  in  the  scope  of  the 
struggle  on  the  part  of  the  Negro  population  of  the  South  and  of  the  city  ghettos 
of  the  North  for  elementary  civil  rights,  for  a life  worthy  of  a human,  against 
violence  and  poverty. 

All  these  and  many  more  actual  problems  of  the  struggle  were  the  focal  points  at 
the  convention. 

There  were  no  meetings  at  the  convention  at  which  were  not  heard  angry  voices 
protesting  against  the  barbarous  war  of  the  United  States  in  Vietnam.  The  words 
of  the  orators  had  an.  oath-like  intensity  when  they  declared  that  the  Communists  of 
the  United  States  will  not  rest  until  all  the  American  soldiers  are  brought  home. 

In  answer  to  a message  of  greeting  from  the  Vietnam  Labor  Party  that  came  from 
Hanoi,  the  convention  expressed  brotherly  solidarity  with  the  heroic  struggle  of  the 
Vietnamese  for  freedom  and  independence. 

One  of  the  most  memorable  events  at  the  convention  was  the  discussion  of  the 
Negro  problem.  It  seemed  that  the  steps  of  those  who  took  part  in  the  march  on  the 
city  of  Jackson  (State  of  Mississippi)  could  be  heard  in  the  hall,  although  the 
capital  of  that  State  is  separated  from  Webster  Hall  in  New  York  by  hundreds  of 
miles.  The  same  anger  and  determination  sounded  in  the  speeches  of  the  Negro 
delegates  at  the  convention  as  at  the  meeting  in  Jackson.  But  there  was  also  a 
difference.  Communists  know  very  well  what  needs  to  be  done  in  order  to  bring  the 
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heroic  struggle  of  the  Negro  people  to  a real,  not  illusory  equality  so  that  instead 
of  the  colored  barrier  of  three  hundred  years  standing  there  would  be  no  invisible 
wall  of  false  racial  integration,  which  would  just  as  mercilessly  doom  Negroes  to 
the  position  of  second-class  citizens. 

The  convention  declared  that  on  the  scales  in  this  strife  must  be  thrown  millions 
of  workers  organized  into  trade  unions  and  mass  Negro  organizations.  The  path 
leading  to  unity  between  the  Negro  and  the  workers’  movements — is  the  mutual 
strife  for  common  interests  in  the  factories,  on  the  plantations,  in  the  mines,  and  at 
the  electoral  precincts,  the  liquidation  of  any  racial  discrimination  in  industry  and 
in  trade  unions.  The  convention  warned  that  the  trade  unions  alone  will  not  be  able 
to  resist  the  advance  of  monopolies  on  the  standard  of  living  and  whatever  gains  the 
workers  have  already  made. 

It  is  not  in  a vacuum  that  the  struggle  for  the  masses  of  Negroes  is  developing. 
The  Johnson  Administation,  the  branching  machine  of  the  Democratic  Party,  and  the 
trade  union  bureaucracy  are  trying  to  divert  the  stream  of  the  Negro  movement  into 
a safe  (for  themselves)  channel.  But  now  the  civil  rights  movement  is  presenting 
demands  for  factual  political  and  economic  equality  that  the  ruling  circles  cannot 
buy  off  with  minor  concessions. 

The  convention  emphasized  that  complete  liquidation  of  exploitation  and  race  per- 
secution is  possible  only  under  socialism.  Communists  think,  however,  that  even  now 
— by  means  of  a struggle  during  which  the  masses  will  be  convinced  of  the  necessity 
for  a radical  reconstruction  of  the  political,  economic,  and  social  life  of  the  country, 
will  it  be  possible  to  achieve  the  undermining  of  the  system  of  segregation  and  racial 
inequality. 

The  convention  directed  special  attention  also  to  the  work  among  the  agricultural 
laborers  and  national  minorities — one  million  Puerto  Ricans  and  five  million  Ameri- 
cans of  Mexican  descent — the  most  deprived  of  the  sixty-five  million  inhabitants, 
whom  the  so-called  American  prosperity  has  not  reached.  In  the  words  of  Congress- 
man Henry  Gonzales,  Americans  of  Mexican  descent  “live  in  a vast  belt  of  poverty, 
stretching  from  East  Texas  through  South  Texas  and  the  Rio  Grande  Valley  into 
New  Mexico,  Arizona,  Colorado,  and  Southern  California".  These  “thousands  miles 
of  poverty  resulted  in  a movement : the  heroic  struggle  of  the  farm  workers  of  Delano 
(California)  has  lasted  nine  months,  “For  nine  months  our  children  have  not  seen 
milk” — according  to  a plea  to  aid  the  strikers,  which  was  signed  by  Cesar  Chavez. 
When  a Mexican  laborer  read  this  plea,  the  convention  delegates  immediately — right 
there  in  the  hall — began  mustering  the  means  of  aiding  the  strikers. 

The  convention  set  the  party’s  line  on  basic  questions  of  the  struggle  for  economic 
and  social  demands  and  for  democratic  rights  and  liberties.  As  the  primary  political 
task,  in  its  decisions,  an  appeal  was  written,  to  Communists  to  concentrate  their  at- 
tention on  the  election  this  year  of  candidates  of  a peaceful  line  and  to  cause  the 
defeat  of  ultra-right  candidates,  who  have  already  become  feverishly  active  again 
in  preparation  for  the  presidential  elections  of  1968. 

In  questions  of  the  international  Communist  and  labor  movement,  the  Communist 
Party  USA  drew  on  the  resolutions  of  the  81st  Communist  and  Labor  Party  Con- 
ference of  1960.  In  appraising  the  character  of  the  period,  Gus  Hall  stressed  that 
although  the  forces  of  revolution  and  national  liberation  had  suffered  temporary 
set-backs  in  this  or  that  country  (Indonesia  and  Ghana),  it  is  not  a divergence  from 
the  basic  tendency  of  historical  development.  The  Soviet  Union,  proceeding  along  the 
road  to  communism,  represents  the  main  bulwark  of  the  forces  of  the  national  liber- 
ation movement  and  of  peace.  Hall  called  for  the  strengthening  of  the  unity  of  the 
international  communist  movement.  By  this  very  fact  the  convention  showed  the 
authentic  internationalism  of  the  party.  “The  subsequent  refusal  of  some  parties  to 
join  in  the  single  fight  against  imperialism  and  the  continuation  of  a campaign  of 
calumny  and  slander  against  other  Marxist  parties  of  the  working  class  and  against 
other  socialist  governments  daily  intensifies  the  political  damage  already  done”, 
proclaimed  Gus  Hall  in  his  summary  report. 

The  XVIII  Convention  of  the  Communist  Party  evoked  great  interest  and  careful 
attention  not  only  among  its  friends,  but  also  among  the  vehement  enemies  of  the 
Communists  in  the  USA.  The  local  “yellow  paper”,  The  Daihj  News,  reacted  to  the 
convention  with  an  editorial  gushing  bile  and  hatred,  in  which  the  United  States 
Government  was  extolled  for  its  refusal  to  allow  “reds” — the  foreign  delegates  in- 
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vited  by  the  party — to  attend.  The  State  Department,  as  is  well  known,  refused  visas 
to  these  public  figures  and  representatives  of  fraternal  parties. 

The  [J.  Edgar]  Hoover  school  was  felt  in  the  questions  of  several  reporters : they 
obstinately  asked  how  the  communists  intend  “to  infiltrate”  the  civil  rights  and  youth 
movements. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Negro  Commission  of  the  Communist  Party,  Claude  Light- 
foot,  a Communist  of  35  years’  standing,  parried,  with  a grin,  a question  put  to  him 
by  one  of  the  journalists,  as  to  whether  the  Communists  had  received  the  “permis- 
sion” of  or  an  “invitation”  from  the  leaders  of  the  Negro  organizations  to  take  part 
in  their  work.  The  problems  and  woes  of  the  Negro  people,  answered  Negro  Lightfoot, 
are  my  problems,  and  we  need  no  one’s  permission  or  invitation  in  order  to  fight  for 
the  rights  of  the  Negro ; we  have  been  doing  just  that  for  many  years.  We  have  no 
reason  to  “infiltrate”  because,  as  it  is,  we  live  in  the  thick  of  the  woes  and  suffering 
of  the  Negro  people. 

In  White’s  articles  in  the  Washington  Post  about  the  menace  of  the  “new  people’s 
front”  and  in  the  over-all  appraisals  in  other  newspapers  is  manifest  the  alarm  of 
the  reaction  that  the  convention  will  promote  a broadening  of  the  movement  for 
peace,  for  democracy  and  civil  rights,  and  the  struggle  against  the  unholy  alliance 
of  big  business  with  governmental  apparatus. 

The  delegates  left  the  convention  with  instructions  to  activate,  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, efforts  in  their  respective  areas  to  increase  the  membership  of  the  party  and  to 
strengthen  the  solidarity  of  its  ranks. 

The  American  communists  are  not  nursing  any  illusions.  They  understand  that 
the  threat  to  the  very  existence  of  the  party  has  by  no  means  been  removed.  The 
McCarran  Law  is  still  in  force.  The  Justice  Department  threatens  to  begin  new 
persecution  of  the  party.  In  ten  states  the  Communist  Party  is  illegal.  In  nine  states 
membership  in  the  party  is  considered  a crime.  But  the  American  communists  know 
that  armed  with  progressive  Marxist-Leninist  teachings,  they  are  on  the  true  path 
and  this  gives  them  strength  and  confidence  in  the  battle  for  a bright  future. 

New  York 

N.  Kurdyumov 
S.  Losev 
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P.0.  0OI  1173 


PRESIDENT  JOHNSON 
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EXHIBIT  III 


Agricultural  Workers  Organizing  Committee  (AWOC) 
Headquarters,  Delano  (3/4/66) 


National  Farm  Workers  Association  (NFWA) 
Headquarters,  Delano  (3/4/66) 
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"Rules  for  Pickets."  Obtained  from  the  NFWA  on  3/5/66 

Rules  for  pickets 

1)  This  is  a totally  non-violent  strike.  If  you  feel  that  at  any 
time  you  cannot  remain  non-violent,  tell  the  picket  Captain  and 
leave. 

2)  No  guns,  knives,  or  anything  else  which  may  be  thought  to  be  a 
weapon  should  be  carried  on  picket  line  or  .in  cars. 

3)  Picket  Captain  is  in  charge  of  group. 

4)  Keep  off  all  private  property. 

5)  Keep  off  highway. 

6)  Unless  informed  otherwise  by  Picket  Captain,  packet  area  is 
dirt  patch  between  highway  and  telephone  poles. 

7)  Do  not  block  entrances,  driveways,  cars  trucks,  or  strikebreakers. 

8)  Do  not  talk  to  press,  growers,  foreman,  or  police.  Refer  them  to 

Picket  Captain. 

()  When  talking  to  strikebreakers,  do  not  threaten  or  use  obscenities. 

10)  Keep  group  together.  If  you  must  leave,  inform  Picket  Captain. 

11)  When  group  moves  to  new  area,  make  sure  you  know  how  to  get  there. 

Do  not  caravan  when  driving.  Keep  1/4  mile  apart. 

12)  No  drinking  before  goint  to  the  picket  line.  No  drinking  in  or 
around  the  office,  the  house  behind  the  office,  in  cars  or  anywhere 
on  the  premisis. 


f ARM  WORKERS  ASSOCIATION 


10?  Albany  Street,  Delano,  Calif. 
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California  Self-Help  Service  Corps  of  CCCD 


tor,  California  Center  for 
Community  Development, 
(GCCD) , Del  Rey 
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Pictures  of  Delano  Scene 
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EXHIBIT  VII 

AVOC  Guest  Register  for  October  30,  1965 
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EXHIBIT  VIII  (2) 

AWOC  Guest  Register 


11/6/65  - cont'd 
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U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 
BUREAU  OF  APPRENTICESHIP  AND  TRAINING 


WASHINGTON,  O.C.  20210 


January  14,  1966 


Mrs.  Dolores  Huerta 
P.  0.  Box  2277 
El  Paso,  Texas 

Dear  Dolores: 

Thanks  for  letting  me  know  where  you  are. 

I’ve  already  sent  ahead  your  GTR's  for  air  fare  to 
Washington  and  return.  However,  in  view  of  your  situation, 
here's  what  I'm  going  to  do: 

I am  enclosing  another  GTR. 

The  location  of  flight  origin  is  left  blank.  Also  the 
location  of  the  destination  on  return  is  left  blank. 

Go  to  the  airlines  office  and  have  them  type  in  the  necessary 
details.  Be  sure  that  the  price  of  the  tickets  are  written 
in  the  box  on  the  lower  left  hand  side  of  the  white  copy  of 
the  GIR. 

If  the  TR  I sent  to  you  earlier  is  forwarded  to  you  from 
Delano,  save  it.  Bring  it  to  me  here  in  Washington.  I'll 
cancel  it  out.  If  you  have  received  and  used  the  original 
GIR  sent  to  Delano,  save  the  GIR  enclosed  and  bring  it  to 
me  in  Washington. 

Let  me  know  as  soon  as  possible  what  your  plans  are  with 
regard  to  where  you'll  be  until  the  day  before  the  flight 
to  Washington.  I will  want  to  send  you  the  agenda, 
including  the  location  of  the  meeting.  I do  not  have  these 
firmed  up  finally  as  yet. 

I'll  be  delighted  to  see  you  again  and  hear  from  you  all  of 
your  recent  adventures.  If  possible,  set  aside  Thursday 
evening  for  a conversation.  Take  good  care  of  yourself. 


Sincerely  yours. 


AGE OAT 


Enclosures 
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THE 


Editorial  Offices 


MOVEMENT 


449  1 4 TH  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
CALIFORNIA  94103 


Published  by 

The  Student  Nonviolent  Coordinating  Committee  of  California 


MA  6-4577 


A LETTER  FROM  CESAR  CHAVEZ 


Dear  Friend: 

I have  been  a reader  of  THE  MOVEMENT,  the 
West  Coast  newspaper  of  the  Student  Nonviolent 
Coordinating  Committee,  since  last  August. 

During  the  first  four  months  of  our  Delano  strike, 
THE  MOVEMENT  was  one  of  the  very  few  sources 
of  information  about  this  historic  struggle. 

THE  MOVEMENT  publishes,  more  than  any 
other  paper  I know,  the  news  of  the  upheavals  among 
low- income  and  minority  people  in  this  country.  The 
people  who  write  for  THE  MOVEMENT  are  themselves 
involved  in  these  struggles.  This  is  why  the  paper 
has  been  valuable  to  the  staff  and  members  of  the 
National  Farm  Workers  Association. 

I urge  those  who  support  us  to  subscribe  to 
THE  MOVEMENT. 


Viva  la  causa. 


General  Director 

National  Farm  Workers 
Association 


Subscriptions  to 
THE  MOVEMENT  are 
$2  a year. 
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EXHIBIT  XI 


SPARTAC)ST-U)€ST 

VoU  1,  No.  6 j Published  occasionally  by  the  Bay  Area  Spartacist  I Hjgpl  FREE 
7/9/66  revised  | Committee,  P.O.  Box  852,  Berkeley,  California.  | ISSUE 


The  Delano  Strike 


WHAT  WILL  IT  TAKE  TO  WIN? 


Both  the  NFWA  pickets  above  and  a group  of  Catholic  priests  have 
asked  Teamster  leader  Einar  Mohn  to  abandon  plans  for  having  his 
organization  serve  as  DiGiorgio's  company  union.  The  Teamster 
membership  has  yet  to  be  heard  from  in  this  matter. 
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EXHIBIT  XI  (2) 


This  drawing  by  the  Mexican  artist  Fernando  Castro  Pacheco,  illustrates 
the  cover  of  the  current  issue  of  El  Malcriado,  Delano  bi-weekly.  The 
NFWA  Plan  of  Delano  states:  "We  are  sons  of  the  Mexican  Revolution,  a 
revolution  of  the  poor  seeking  bread  and  justice.  Our  revolution  will  not 
be  armed,  but  we  want  the  existing  social  order  to  dissolve  ..."  Unfor- 
tunately, history  provides  no  examples  of  triumphant  unarmed  revolutions. 
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EXHIBIT  XII 


Interior  _NFWA  Office 
Delano,  Feb*  9,  1966 


Donna  Sue  Haber 


Stokely  Carmichael,  SSCG 


EXHIBIT  XIII  kills  Valdez 
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EXHIBIT  XIV 


Paul  Booth,  22,  Chicago;  National  Secretary,  Students  for  a Democratic 
Society,  NFWA  Headquarters,  Delano  (3/10/66) 
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EXHIBIT  XV 


Sam  Kushner,  Peoples  World,  in  a state  car  in  Delano 
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EXHIBIT  XVI 


DON'T  BUY  Dl  GIORGIO 


Treesweet 
White  Rose 


rfvoieC: 


Premier  -24- 

Sun  Vista 


Redi-Tea  Sunnyland 

Pique  S & W FINE  FOODS  Jolly  Farmer 
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EXHIBIT  XVII 


A MONSTER 

IS  FREE  IN  CALIFORNIA 


AND  THE  FARMWORKERS  ARE  HIS  VICTIMS 

( INFORMATION  ON  PAGES  16  AND  17) 


Delano,  Calif.  93215 
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EXHIBIT  XVIII 


FARM  WORKER  PRESS 

|el  malcriado  [the  voice  of  the  farm  worker 

P.  O.  BOX  1060  DELANO,  CALIF. 

Dear  Friend; 

As  a reader  of  our  paper  you  know  that  El  Malcriado  is 
truly  the  "Voice  of  the  Farm  Worker"  and  that  it  is  the  only 
paper  in  California — or  in  the  whole  United  States--that  is 
completely  on  the  side  of  those  who  work  in  the  fields. 

Likewise  you  know  of  the  struggle  for  justice  which  is  being 
made,  not  only  in  the  fields,  but  in  the  pages  of  our  news- 
paper, and  in  the  books  and  other  materials  we  publish. 

Now  it  has  become  possible  for  you  to  participate  as  an  in- 
dividual in  this  great  enterprise,,  already  successful  and 
growing  larger  and  more  powerful  every  day. 

El  Malcriado  and  Farm  Worker  Press  has  been  given  by  the  State  of  California, 
a PERMIT  TO  ISSUE  STOCK.  Each  person  who  holds  one  share  of  stock  becomes 
an  owner  of  Farm  Worker  Press  and  has  one  vote  in  all  matters  concerning 
El  Malcriado  and  the  Press. 

Now,  farm  workers  and  other  readers  may  become. owners  of  our  own  newspaper, 
and  together  we  can  be  a powerful  voice  throughout  the  West,  fighting  for  our 
rights,  communicating  with  our  brothers  everywhere  and  educating  ourselves  in 
many  ways. 

Our  money,  sacrificed  for  this  great  cause,  will  make  our  paper  strong.  Our 
votes--one  for  each  man  who  owns  shares--will  insure  that  our  paper  will  always 
represent  us  and  will  speak  the  truth  of  our  cause. 

Each  owner  of  a share  will  be  presented  with  a stock  certificate  which  is  proof  of 
his  ownership  of  El  Malcriado.  His  name  will  appear  in  El  Malcriado,  and  he  will 
have  the  privilege  of  attending  our  annual  Fiesta  and  voting  at  all  meetings.  In 
addition  each  shareholder  will  be  entitled  to  a free  gift  from  Farm  Worker  Press, 
of  his  own  choosing. 

SUPPORT  YOUR  OWN  NEWSPAPER.  BECOME  A PART  OF  IT  NOW.  BUY  A 
SHARE  OF  FARM  WORKER  PRESS  WHICH  IS  YOUR  OWN  FREE  PRESS.  SEND 
THE  COUPON  NOW,  EACH  SHARE  COSTS  $10.  00.  IF  YOU  CANNOT  AFFORD 
A FULL  SHARE,  GET  TOGETHER  WITH  A FRIEND  OR  RELATIVE. 

Fill  out  the  form  on  the  reverse  of  this  letter  and  send  it  today  together  with  $10 
for  each  share  of  ownership  that  you  want.  You  will  be  sent  a certificate  and  a 
free  gift,  together  with  a copy  of  the  by-laws  of  the  Press  and  notification  of  all 
meetings  and  functions.  Just  as  you  need  El  Malcriado--holding  forth  the  light 
of  truth- -El  Malcriado  needs  you  and  your  support. 

Thank  you. 


THE  DIRECTOR  OF  FARM  WORKER  PRESS 
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EXHIBIT  XIX 


EL  TEATRO 
CAMPESINO 

(FARM  WORKERS  THEATRE) 


NFWA 

JULY  16  j'AUo  8:00  pm  WHEELER  AUDITORIUM  U.C. 

ADMISSION:  General- $1.  50,  Student-  $1.  25 


"El  Teatro  Campesino  is  somewhere  between  Brecht  and  Cantinflas. . . . 
Linked  by  a cultural  umbilical  cord  to  the  National  Farm  Workers  Association, 

the  Teatro  lives  in  Delano  as  part  of  a social  movement " 

Luis  Valdez 


BENEFIT  FOR  THE  NATIONAL  FARM  WORKERS  ASSOCIATION 

Sponsored  By  Student  Committee  For  Agricultural  Labor 

NEW  NFWA  REGIONAL  OFFICE 

1801  Fairview Berkeley 

654-4147 
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Students  for  a Deir.ocrat^  o Societ7 
San  francisco  Rational  Cfflea' 

924  Howard  8t; 
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INDEX 


Bay  Area  Aid  for  Bogalusa, 
(Ala.) 

1967—66 

Bay  Area  Friends  of  SNCC 
See  also  Student  Non- 
violent Coordinating 
Committee 
1967—67 

Bay  Area  Spartacist 
League 
1967—120 
Beagerie,  Claude 
1967—70 

Beeman,  Josiah  III 
1967—100 
Belcher,  Duane 
1967—72 

Bendich,  Prof.  Albert 
1967—125 
Benecke,  Mark  W. 

1967—72 
Bennett,  James 
1967—39 

Bennett,  William  M. 

1967—100,  104 
Bergeron,  Victor 
1967—84 

Bergholdt,  Christian  Dudley 
(Chris) 

1967—32,  72 

Berkeley  Antidraft  Union 
1967—116 
Berkeley  Barb 

1967— 3S,  76,  98,  116,  118, 
121,  125,  126 

Berkeley  Boycott  Committee 
1967—33,  55 
Berkeley  Citizen 


Blossom  Festival 
1967—84 
Bond,  Julian 

1967—84,  100,  111 
Booth,  Paul 

1967—55,  72,  100,  102 
Bort,  Joseph 
1967 — 126 

Boston  Grape  Party 
1967—55,  56 
Boutilier,  Eugene 
1967—58,  61,  72 
Bowman,  Gary 
1967—72 
Boyden,  David 
1967—72 
Boyden,  Richard 


New  Politics 
COPE — See  : Committee  on 
Political  Education 
CORE — See  : Congress  of 
Racial  Equality 


Berkeley  Free  Press 
1967—39,  116 

Berkeley  Municipal  Election 
—April  4,  1967 
1967—98,  114 
Berkeley  Police 
1967—114 

Berland,  Jim  (James) 
1967—109,  112 
Berman,  Louise 

Also  appears  as  Louise 
Bransten 
1967—20,  35,  72 
Berns,  Morton 
1967—126 
Bernstein,  John 
1967—112,  113 
Berreman,  Prof.  Gerald 
1967—109 
Biberman,  Herbert 
1967—44 

Bierman,  Arthur 
1967—103 

Black  Mountain  School,  Los 
Gatos 
1967—41 

Black  Panther  Party 
1967—69 

Black  Power  Conference 
1967—127 
Blair,  John  C. 

1967—109 
Blanken,  Leo 
1967—109 
Blanken,  Mrs.  Leo 
1967—109 
Bloice,  Carl 

1967—106,  108,  109,  112 


1967—103,  104,  109 
Bransten,  Louise  R. — See 
also  Louise  Bransten 
Berman  and  Louise 
Berman 
1967—20 

Broadhead,  Richard  W. 

1967—121 
Bronston,  Irene 
1967 — 23 

Broslawsky,  Farrell 
1967—109,  112 
Brown,  Benson 
1967—106 

Brown,  Governor  Edmund 
G. 

1967—14,  43,  50,  59,  111, 
162 

Brown,  George 
1967—101 
Brown,  Hon.  Willie 
1967—40 
Brunwasser,  Art 
1967—21,  40 
Buchanan,  Lucia 
1967—109 
Buckman,  Bill 
1967—106 

Burbridge,  Dr.  Thomas  N. 
1967—66 

Bureau  of  Apprenticeship 
and  Training,  U.S.  De- 
partment of  Labor 
1967—43 

Burns,  Senator  Hugh  M. 


Burton,  John  (Assembly- 


Service  Organization 
Cal  Christian  Students 
1967—82 
Calahan,  Pat 
1967 — 10 

Calderon,  Richard  (Dick) 
1967 — 111,  112 
California  Center  for  Com- 
munity Development 


California  Community  for 
New  Politics  (CCNP) 
1967—113,  114 
California  Coordinating 
Committee  for  New 
Politics 
1967—127 

California  Democratic 
Council  (CDC) 


1967—61 
California  Federation  of 
Young  Democrats 


Fruit  League 
1967—155 

California  Labor  School 
1967—37,  42,  131,  133, 
134 

California  Legislature 
1967—162 

California  Migrant  Minis- 
try— Also  appears  as 
Migrant  Ministry 
1967—19,  27,  28,  66,  74 
California  Self-Help  Corps 
1967—29,  31 
Californians  for  Liberal 
Representation  (CLR) 


1967—21,  101 
Bustos,  Ramon 
1967—32 

Byfield,  Rev.  Richard 


Industrial  Union 
CCCD— See : California 

Center  for  Community 


I Wclnpmi’llt 


CDC — See  : California  Dem- 
ocratic Council 
CFL — See  : Citizens  for 
Farm  Labor 


Callagy,  Robert 
1967—40 

Camacho-Baez,  Epifanio 
1967—27,  52 

Camejo,  Peter 

1967—98.  117,  118,  119, 
126 

Campazinos 

1967—11 

Campus  Community  for 
New  Politics 
1967—107 

Campus  Community  for 
Scheer 

1967—107,  121 

Campus  Mobilization  Com- 
mittee— See  also  Stu- 
ent  Mobilization  Com- 
mittee 
1967— S2 
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INDEX 


Haberkern,  Ernie 
1967—106 
Hall,  Gus 
1967—42,  43 
Hall,  Louis,  Jr. 

1967—109 
Hall,  Paul 
1967—57 
Hall,  Tim 


1967—74 

Hallinan,  Terence 
1967—109 
Hallinan,  Vincent 
1967—107 
Hamburg,  Alice 
1967—109 
Hamilton,  Steven 
1967—117 
Hannon,  Mike 
1967—109,  112 
Hansen,  Joseph 
1967—67 

Hansen,  Patricia  Lynn 
1967—27,  32,  74 
Harawitz,  Elly  M. 

1967—69.  115,  120,  121 


Hoffman,  Beth 
1967—65 

Hoffman,  Hallock 
1967—100 
Holland,  Jim 
1967—112 
Hollier,  Warren 
1967—109 
Hollywood  Ten 
1967—44 
Hoover,  J.  Edgar 
1967—35,  42 

House  Committee  on  Un- 
American  Activities 
1967—37,  44,  46,  65,  82, 
S3,  102,  103,  106 
Howard,  A1 
1967—68 

Howard,  Mable  D. 

1967—122 

Howard  Presbyterian 
Church 
1967—66 

Howard  University 


Immigration  and  Housing, 
California  Division 
1967—10 

Independent  Farm  Work- 
ers Association 
1967—54 

Independent  Progressive 


Club 
1967 — 108 

Indonesian  Community 
Center,  San  Francisco 


1967—74 

Institute  of  Labor  and  In- 
dustrial Relations, 
Wayne  State  Uni- 
versity 
1967—59 
Insurgent 


115,  121,  122,  126, 
127 

Harding,  Timothy  F. 


Huberman,  Jamie 
1967—116 
Huelga 

1967—15,  16,  24,  25,  29, 


1967—112 

Hartmire,  Rev.  Wayne  C. 
(Chris) 

1967—19,  20,  21,  51,  59, 
66,  74 

Harvard  Observatory 
1967—130 

Harvest  of  Loneliness,  A 


159,  160,  161,  162 
Human  Relations  Council 
of  Southern  California 
1967—41 
Humphrey,  Cliff 
1967—98 

Humphrey,  Mary  Frances 


1967—  . 

Hermes,  Helena 
1907 — US 
Hernandez,  Julio 
1967—20,  27 
Hernandez,  Josephine 
1967—20,  32 
Hernandez,  Mary 
1967—112 
Herron,  Geary 
1967—23 
Hill,  Douglas  J.  (Doug) 
1967—106,  109,  125 
Hill,  Gerald 
1967—21 

Himes,  Catherine 
1967—112 
Hinkle,  Warren  III 
1967—71,  100,  109 
Hirsch,  Morris 
1967—125 

Hochschild,  Joseph  (Mayor 


1967—109 
Hunter  College 
1967—130 
Huntley,  Fred 
1967—126 
Hurwltt,  Robert 
1967—117 
Husar,  Joseph  P. 

1967—109 
Hu,  Shih 

1967—130,  132 
Hyde  Park  Cooperative 
Store 
1967— 5S 


of  Delano) 
1967—60 


I 


Warehousemen's 

Union 

IUS — See  : International 
Union  of  Students 
l,  Patricia 


Mathematics 
1967 — 106 

International  Longshore- 
men’s and  Ware- 
housemen’s Union 
(ILWU) 

1967—39,  51,  56 

International  Student 
Assembly 
1967—130 

International  Student 
Conference 
1967—85 

International  Student 
Service 
1967—133 

International  Union  of 
Mine,  Mill  and 
Smelter  Workers 
1967—44 

International  Union  of 
Students  (IUS) 
1967—85 

International  War  Crimes 
Tribunal 
1967—123 

Isom,  Zoe 
1967—107 

Itliong,  Larry  Dulay — Also 
appears  as  Larry  It- 
liong and  Itliong 
1967—17,  IS,  24,  25,  33, 
36,  42,  57,  62,  64 

Itliong,  Mrs.  Larry — See 


Jackson,  Justice  Robert 
1967—130 
Jacobs,  Hal 
1967—98 
Jacobs,  Paul 
1967—21,  44,  71 
James,  Mrs.  Clara 
1967—109 
Jenkins,  Art 
1967—19 
Jeter,  Howard 
1967—123 
Jiminez,  Alice 
1967—66 
Johnson,  Clyde 


1967—116 


1967—121,  122 
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Nestor,  Helen  D. 

1967—122 
Neufeld,  Peter  B. 

1967 — 116 
New  Masses 
1967—10 

New  Program  of  the  Com- 
munist Party,  USA,  A 
Draft 

1967—22,  97,  112 
Newton,  Gumela 
1967 — 37 

New  York  Review 
1967 — 100 

Nicolopulos,  Thomas 
1967 — 54 

Niemann,  Robert  A.  (Bob) 
1967—65,  74 
Noland,  Robert,  M.D. 
1967—22 

Norris,  Mrs.  Frank 
See  Norris,  Virginia 
Marie  Taylor 

Norris,  Virginia  Marie  Tay- 
lor (Mrs.  Frank  Norris) 
1967—129,  130,  131,  132, 
133,  134 

Northern  California  Com- 
mittee for  a Sane  Nu- 
clear Policy  (SANE) 
Committee  for  a Sane 
Nuclear  Policy 
1967 — 84 

Northwestern  University 
1967 — 85 
Novick,  Paul 
1965 — 42,  43 


OEO 

See  : Office  of  Economic 
Opportunity 
Oakland  City  Election 
1967 — 127 
O’Brien,  Brian 
1967—82,  120 

O’Connor, 

1967—102 
Odon,  Claude 
1967—106 

Office  of  Economic  Oppor- 
nity  (OEO) 

1967 — 31,  45,  46 
Office  of  Peace  Advocacy 
and  Education 
See  also  Peace  Infor- 
mation Office 
1967— 10S 
Oglesby,  Carl 
1967—98 

Ohio  Progressive  Party 
1967—103 

Ohio  Un-American  Activi- 
ties Committee 
1967—103 

Oil,  Chemical  and  Atomic 
Workers  Union 
1967—119 

Olmstead,  Rev.  Robert 
1967—67 
O’Rear,  William 
1967—40 
Oropeza,  Aristo 
1967 — 32 
Oropeza,  Vera 
1967—32 

O’Rourke,  Dr.  Paul 
1967—19,  21,  23 
Osborne,  Lili 


1967—32,  33,  74 


P 


Pacific  Scene 
1967—29 

Pacifica  Foundation 
1967—100 
Packard,  Walter 
1967—21 

Packinghouse  Workers 

See : United  Packing- 
house Workers 
Padilla,  Gilbert 

1967—20,  25,  26,  27,  59 
Palm,  Anita 
1967—76 
Pandol,  Jack 

1967—64,  155,  156,  157, 
158 

Pandol & Sons 
1967—15 
Papa,  Henry 
1967—75 
Pauling,  Linus 
1967 — 110 
Paz,  Frank 
1967 — 34,  75 
Peace  Congresses 
1967 — 79 


Peace  Information  Office 

See  also  Office  of  Peace 
Advocacy  and  Educa- 
tion 

1967 — 108 
Peace  Referendum 
1967 — 98 
Peake,  Katy 
1967—21 
Pearce,  Ruberta 
1967—126 

Peck,  Theodore  Dale  (Ted) 
1967—32,  75 
Pena,  Mercy 
1967—32 
Penney,  Brooks 
1967—65 

People’s  Daily  World 

See  also  Daily  People’s 


1967—80 
People’s  World 

Also  appears  as : Peo- 
ple’s Daily  World 
Daily  People’s  World 
1967—17,  31,  35,  42,  49, 
51,  64,  75,  76,  77, 
79,  80,  83,  99,  100, 
101,  103 

Perelli-Minetti  & Sons 
1967 — 23,  57 
Berlin,  Paul 
1967—110 
Petras,  James 
1967—125 
Pham,  Van  Dong 


1967—110 
Pickus,  Robert 
1967—21 
Pilgrimage 

See  also  Easter  Pilgri- 
mage 

Lentin  Pilgrimage 
1967—48,  165,  166,  168 
Pioneer  Books 
1967—119 
Pittman,  Margrit 
1967—83 
Pitts,  Thomas 
1967 — 62 


Plan  of  Delano,  The 

1967—64,  69,  165,  166, 

167,  168 


Pleasant  Hills  Human 
Rights  Commission 
1967 — 41 
Plummer,  A1 
1967—75 

Police  Affairs  Board 
1967—114 
Political  Affairs 
1967—22,  81,  101 
Pollock,  Anne  H. 

1967—110 
Ponce,  Ramon 
1967—110,  112 
Poole,  John  E. 

1967—107 
Pope  Leo  XIII 
1967 — 166 
Porter,  Wally 
1967 — 110 
Porter,  Mrs.  Wally 
1967—110 

Posthumus,  Johannes 
1967 — 75 
Poulson,  Harper 
1967—133 
Powell,  Carol 

1967—110,  112,  113 
Pravda 

1967—13,  112 
Presbyterian  Church 
1967—46,  51,  67 
Press,  Rev.  Walter 
1967 — 40 
Price,  Borden 
1967—126 
Proctor,  Roscoe  Q. 

1967—37,  41,  42,  43,  69, 
75 

Proctor,  Virginia  McGuckin 
(Mrs.  Roscoe  Proctor) 
1967 — 41,  42 

Produce  Reporter-Company 
Blue  Book 
1967—15,  16 

Progressive  Labor  Party 
1967 — 17,  45,  50,  70,  71, 
83,  117 

Protester,  The  (El  Malcri- 
ado) 

See  Malcriado , El 
Public  Law  No.  78  (Mex- 
ican braeero  program) 
1967 — 160 

Public  Utilities  Commis- 
sioner 
1967—100 


R 

Rabkin,  Prof.  Norman 
1967—125 

Rader,  Gary 
1967—85 

Raisner,  Chris 
1967—70 

Ramirez,  Conception 
1967—110 

Ramirez,  Mrs.  Concepcion 
1967 — 110 

Ramos,  Annie  (Anita) 
1967—122 

Ramos,  Jose  Rafael 
1967—21 

i?ai967l— 18,  19,  36,  44,  66, 
71,  83,  98,  100,  101, 
103,  114 

Randolph,  Robert 
1967—65,  98 

Rasmussen,  Harry 
1967—40 
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